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State hasno loyalty
toIts taxpayers

Who says the world has to make sense?
Because if it did, the State of Kansas wouldn’t be buying $14
million worth of Homeland Security supplies from a single New

Hampshire contractor.

Fire chiefs have complained that they can’t buy from Kansas
suppliers. The New Hampshire outfit, Fisher Safety, says it has
contracts to supply emergency equipment to 14 states.

Apparently, Kansas officials wanted a single-source contract
and didn’t try to find local vendors, because it was easier and

quicker.

Capt. Mark Bruce, director of emergency operations for the
Kansas Highway Patrol, told a legislative committee last week that
Fisher allows a “one-stop shop” for fire departments and emer-
gency management agencies using the grant money.

Bruce said the contract’s “large-volume efficiencies” allow the
smallest department to get the same price as the largest.

He noted that Fisher will buy about 30 percent of the equip-
ment, $4.2 million worth, from Kansas suppliers which include
Nex-Tech in Lenora. While that is laudable, that leaves $9.8

million going out of state.

Officials said agencies can use an in-state bidder if the price is
the same or less, but the program is not set up to actually encour-

age that.

You’d think state officials would have more sense, but appar-
ently not. You’d think they’d have a marked preference for buy-
ing from taxpayers who support them, but apparently not.

Next thing you know, they’ll be contracting to have welfare

calls answered in India.
Oops.
They already tried that.

No, Kansas government has no faith in or loyalty to Kansas
taxpayers. From call centers to drivers licenses to fire and emer-
gency equipment, it sees no value at all in shopping with those

who pay the bills.

And surely there are plenty of tax-paying businesses who can
supply these needs, even if the cost is a little more.

The Legislature needs to crack down on state purchasing.
Unless we support Kansas businesses, there’ll soon be no busi-
nesses in Kansas to pay taxes or support the state.

Kansas, as the saying goes, needs to dance with the one who

brung her.

And that means a strong preference for buying at home.

— Steve Haynes

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR:
Cooperation needed for good government

TotheEditor:

Thank you Laura Craig for the excel-
lent editorial (letter tothe editor).

Positive attitudeto pull this county to-
gether isnecessary to be progressive, not
deteriorating asOronoque-Dellvale, etc.
has.

“Norton County Environmentalists” if
you have a problem, make an appoint-
ment Monday with the commissioners
and getit worked out. Mudslingingisnot
aconstructive method for settling prob-
lems.

United we stand, divided wefall.

The buffalo will roam, NOT HOGS,
NOT CATTLE,NOT PEOPLE, if Norton
County doesn’t work as a progressive
community together.

Beverely Miller
Norton

Editor’sNote: Mrs. Miller referstoa
story on Page 1 of this week’s Norton
Telegram about a flyer mailed to some
voters and signed Norton County Envi-
ronmentalists.

Soldiers fighting to keep war elsewhere

TotheEditor:

| recall President Bush's prayer at his
inauguration that God would give him
wisdominshielding our country fromter-
rorism.

Tocitizensquestioningwhy our troops
arein Irag, perhaps their knowledge of
history does not include the statement of

General Dwight D. Eisenhower during
WorldWaer 11, “Wearefightingalongthe
Rhine to keep from fighting in New
York”.
Would we not all agree with that deci-
sion— eventhose of usin the Midwest?
Polly Bales
Logan
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[t's good to have a multi-task hubby

hen Jim goesto work (at |east
for the past few weeks), he
steps out the back door,

crosses 30 feet of lawn, and goes in our
other house next door.

Sincefinishing hislast house-building
jobhehasbeenworkingonours. Thenew
kitchen space has been sheetrocked, tex-
tured, painted, the cabinetry started and
lighting installed.

But just because Jimisworking on our
place doesn’t mean heisn't “working.”
He is the king of multi-tasking. If he
doesn’thaveabout threedifferent projects
going at thesametime, hethinkshe' sbe-
inglazy.

Duringthepast week, hehasbuiltdoors
for my cabinetswhilemaking doorsfor a
friend’ s cabinets. He hasrebuilt the mo-
tor on his belt sander, made banners for
the church, worked on hissermon, over-
hauled my vacuum cleaner, preached a
funeral, took our calvesto market, taught
Sunday school, installed doors at our
daughter’ shouse, madeapot roast dinner,

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

and probably lotsmore stuff | don’t even
know about.

No need to wonder when hesitsdown
at night and says, “I’'m astired asiif |
worked all day.”

—ob—

Asanewsreporter, you' resupposedto
maintain a“ professional distance.” Y ou
arenot supposedtogetinvolvedinastory
— just report it. Saturday, | covered a
story that would challengeany hard-core
reporter to stay distanced from.

A young woman fromasmall townin
aneighboring community, whowasinthe
Ready Reserves, had been recalled for
activeduty. That’ sinteresting, but not the

real story. Thereal story isthat shehadtc
leavenot only her husband but her 4-year-
old and 4-month-old sons. | had a hard
timekeepingthetearsout of my eyeslong
enough to focus the camera while this
family bade each other farewell, for how
long they do not know.

Y ou candebatetherightnessor wrong-
nessof thisyoung mother going of f towar.
But thefact remains: shedid. And, more
importantly, she did it honorably and
proudly.

Shesaid, “ Thisisthehardestthing |’ ve
ever done. But | have to. The Army
wouldn’thavecalledmeif they didn’ tneec
me. | want my sonsto be proud of me.”

And that, ladies and gentlemen, isthe
caliber of young people that will be the
leadersof tomorrow. She, unselfishly, put
the demands of her country above her
personal desires. | believe she and her
family represent the best of what makes
this country great. We, as a country,
should offer a collective and heartfelt,
“Thank you.”

The kitty asan alarm ustdoesn'twork

ats make lousy alarm clocks. |

usually get up between 6:30 and

8 am. My preferenceis8 am.,
but sometimes, duty calls.

Tuesday mornings, | usually go to
Norton to help put out The Norton Tele-

gram, but | hadgoneover Monday mghtsoCynth 1a H aynes

that | couldleavefor Denver on Tuesday

Theoretically, | could have gone to
Nortononmy regular scheduleandstill fin-
ishedintimetoleavefor Denverat11am.

Practically, | knew that wouldn’ twork.
Therearealwayspeoplewhowant, need,
have to talk to you asyou are trying to
walk out thedoor. That’ sjust life.

So we did the Norton paper Monday
nightand| drovehomeintheearly morn-
ing hourstofall into my bed, exhausted.

By 8 am., though, April Alice had
started to worry. The human on theright
sideof thebedalwaysleavesby then. She
thought there must be aproblem.

Shemovedfrom her comfortableposi-
tion at our feet to my head and gavemea
coupleof wakeuplicks. Thenshekneaded

Open
Season

my shoulder with her clawless paws. Fi-
nally, getting no response, she curled up
by my chest and started to purr loudly.

Mostly, though, shepurred hersel f back
to sleep. It stough being acat and trying
to be an alarm clock. They’re just not
madefor thejob.

Before| left for Denver, | tried to fig-
ureout whether thecatshadlearnedtouse
their new pet door. Wehadit putinanin-
conspicuous basement window.

So far, | had been able to push April
Alice through from the outside and had
triedtopushMolly Monster throughwith
no success. Molly isabig, muscular cat.
It's hard to get her to do something she

doesn’t want to do.

| figuredthecatswoul dtill hangaround
the back door most of thetimeto wait for
ustoletthemgoinandoutandinand....

Still, itwouldbenicetoknow that, if one
got caught outside when we were gone, it
couldget back tothefood andwater bowls.

| had already put apet door on the ga-
rage and had equal success, or lack
thereof, getting the catstotry it.

| had thought of putting cat food onthe
insidenear the pet door to enticethemin,
but decided | might enticemorethan cats.
There are plenty of raccoons, opossums
and skunks around, and | don’t need an-
other pet.

I’'mnot sureif April Alice hasyet fig-
ured out themagic door but Moally, for all
her stubbornness, hasit mastered. Weput
her out each night and eachmorning| find
her sleeping in the middle of the dining
room table— wheresheknowsshe’ snot
supposed to be.

Shedoesn’tevenpretendtobeanaarm
clock. She’ smore of apaperweight.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Norton man thinks facts should be known about editorial

TotheEditor:

| read with disgust and dismay, your
editorial concerningJohnKerryandLarry
Thurlow.

First of all, it would not betoo difficult
toget somebackground oneither person.
Instead, you choseto say they arecalling
each other liars, and prefaced your com-
ment with “Who Cares!”

| feel that itistheresponsibility of ev-
ery citizen in this country to care. The
apathy of many fine peoplein thiscoun-
try hasled usdown aroad that causesev-
eryonetocomplainloudandlong. Noone
caresat crunchtime. They moan after the
fact.

Let’slook at afew facts. | haveperson-
ally known Larry for about 16 years, and

hehasbeenaquiet and concerned citizen
al thetime | have known him. | helped
coachhissoninLittleLeaguebaseball...
that’ show we met. Never did any of the
peoplewhoknow himaccusehimof lying.

He has made the statement that while
inVietnam, Mr.Kerry askedtofill outthe
reports, and all therest of the Swift Boat
Commanderslet him, becausethey didn’t
like paperwork. Now Mr. Thurlow says
heissorry that happened.

Now, let’ slook at what weknow about
Mr.Kerry. Hisvoting recordisavailable
to anyone who wants to look. For ex-
ample, Kerry voted against funding the
Bradley fighting vehicle; against the A1
Abramstank; against every aircraft car-
rier laid down since 1988; against the F-

15 fighter plane; against the B-2 stealth
bomber; against the B-1 bomber; against
thePatriot" Anti-Missil€’ system; against
theF117 Stealth Fighter; against body ar-
mor for our troops.

Hevotedfor cutting funding of the FBI
by 60 percent, for cutting funding of the
CIA by 80 percent, and he a so voted for
increasing fundingto TheUnited Nations
by 800 percent!

These are facts that were not hard to
find, and | would recommend that as ¢
newsperson, you spendalittlemoretime
researching, andalittlelesstimewonder-
ing how you will fill space with an apa-
thetic*WHO CARES’

Bill Eckhart
Norton



