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Will Republicans stay
divided In November?

One would think that an office seeker who carried his own
county impressively and also carried the county of his opponent
would have had an easy victory on election night.

But that was not the case for Dan Rasure of Goodland in his
quest to win the Republican primary for State Senator/District 40

on the Republican ticket.

Mr. Rasure lost to Ralph Ostmeyer, 8,553-7,385, a shortage of

1,168 votes.

In his loss, Rasure carried Sherman County, his home county,
1,010to0 415. And in Gove County, Ostmeyer’s home, he won by
11 votes, 368-357, which, we are sure, was a concern to

Ostmeyer.

Although losing at home had no bearing on the outcome, it
had to be somewhat of a surprise, maybe even an embarrass-
ment. Maybe, like most of us, it was just a matter of taking the

home folks for granted.

Ostmeyer carried 12 counties to Rasure’s six.

Dollars figured in this race. Rasure raised considerably more
funds than did Ostmeyer and spent considerably more. He
needed to. Many people had never heard of him and it was
imperative that he get his name around the district.

Ostymeyer didn’t face that problem.

And Rasure had to deal with something else: age, experience.
Rasure, at 22, was seeking his first political office with little experi-
ence, other than working in the offices of Sen. Sam Brownback

and Rep. Jerry Moran.

Ostmeyer, on the other hand, is completing his second, two-
year term as a member of the Kansas House of Representatives

from District No. 118.

Waiting in the wings to challenge Ostmeyer is Democrat Tim
Peterson, a Monument farmer. Peterson has a long history of
political involvement and is currently serving as chairman of the
First District. He’s rested up and ready to go, not having had any

opposition in the primary.

It will be interesting to see how united the Republicans in the
40th District are come Nov. 2. The conservatives and moderates
of that party have had their share of fist fights over the years and
in away it showed in the Rasure-Ostmeyer primary.

Will it spill over into the general election? That’s a question that
can’t be answered this soon after the primary wounds were

inflicted. Time may heal. May.

As a Democrat in a Republican stronghold as is the 40th District,
Mr. Peterson can only hope that dissension in the ranks of the
opposing party prevails throughout the fall and into the voting
booth on Nov. 2. It worked for Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

But back to Dan Rasure: we haven’t heard the last from this
young, energetic, now politically tested young man. You can bet

on that.
— Tom A. Dreiling

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Book is finished thanks to responses

TotheEditor:

| wish to thank the editor of thisnews-
paper who published (afew monthsago)
my request for responsesfrom those still
living veterans who served in the CCC
(Civilian Conservation Corps) duringthe
yearsof theGreat Depression (1930-'41)
| had requested their nostal gic memories
of their experiences during their enlist-
ment — the good, the bad, the ugly —
where they worked, the tools they used;
their life under Army supervision; how
their $1 aday pay aidedtheirfamilies; also
how many millions of the boys took
classesfor atrade, which furthered their
career later inlife; and finally how train-
ingunder Army regulationsprimedthem

for quick promotionsintheir military ser-
viceinWorld War 11, afew yearslater.
From all theresponsesthat | received,
| foundall consideredthat their timespent
inthe CCCwasoneof their greatest peri-
odsof life—all reveredtheir serviceand
woulddoit all over again.
| have just completed (from their re-
sponses) my documentary, a 160-page
book, titled, “ The Forgotten Boys of the
Civilian Conservation Corps, who en-
listedasboysandwereDischarged men”.
Thebook isnow available.
Paul E. Jones
Box 608
Ridgway, I11. 62979
(618) 272-3031
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Statistics arental they appear to be

meoneoncesaid, “figureslieand

iarsfigure.” Thelatest drugtofall

ictim to the statistician’s com-
puter is Vioxx. Throughout the years |
havewatched asnumerousdrugsriseand
fall in popularity with more frequency
than the sun.

Of coursethey fail tomentionthemany
factorsinvolved in determining adrug’s
safety.

Asone cardiologist said, old people
take Vioxx for arthritis and most old
people have heart disease. He did say it
withabit morediplomacy, but thereason-
ingisvalid.

I’m not saying Vioxx issafe, I'm say-
ing statisticiansaren’t.

A few yearsback they werediscussing
the benefits of awell-known osteoporo-
sisdrug.

They said, if you takethe drug you are
50 percent less likely to have afracture
dueto osteoporosis. However, whenyou
investigated thenumbersit painted adif-
ferent picture.

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

Thereport went on to state, two out of
100 peopleover the age of 65would suf-
fer afracture dueto osteoporosis; if you
took thedrug therate dropped to 1 out of
100. Ever wonder what those other 98
people were doing? | do. They weren’'t
taking the drug or breaking bones, but
nobody isstudying them.

Andthenthereisthisbit of information:

Doctorsvisitsfor osteoporosisjumped
from1.3millionin1994t06.3millionlast
year. The population in the U.S. age 62
and over at that timejumped 3 million.

Now my mother, at almost 100, and
having suffered few broken bones, has

never had abone density test or takenthe
“drugs’.

Butforthosewho havehadthetest, you
probably know theroutine.

Y ou go to the doctor for whatever, &
physical, cataracts or abunion, and then
find out the American Medical Associa-
tion has determined everyone your age
and over should have thistest every two
years.

So you have the test and return to the
doctor for the results. Mmmm, wonder
how itiswehavedoublethevisitsfor os-
teoporosisin recent years?

My brother-in-law Dal eisaretired uni-
versity professor, whichl think, giveshim
somecredibility.

He defines statistics in the following
way: If youshootinfront of theduck once,
then behind the duck once, ontheaverage
theduck isdead. That just about saysitall.

Editor’sNote— When | wasin phar-
macy school, back inthedark agesof the
late’ 60sandearly’ 70s, wesaidtherewere
lies, damn liesand statistics.

Suicide Is a problem with youths

uicide ranks as the third leading

cause of death for young people

ages 15-24. (Auto accidents and
homicideareNo. 1and 2). Whilewomen
attempt suicidemoreoften, mencomplete
at ahigher rate, usually becausethey use
morelethal meanssuch asagun.

Research has shown that the accessto
and availability of firearms, particularly
inthehome, issignificantintheincrease
of youth suicide.

Thefirstweek of SeptemberisNational
Suicide Prevention Week, intended to
expand awarenessof theneedtoincrease
preventioneffortsand effectiveinterven-
tion.

Research has shown that most adoles-
cent suicidesoccur after school andinthe
home. Suicide can be difficult to predict
inyoung peopledueto their impulsivity.

They haven’t enough experience to
know that it takes time to recover from
changes, problemsand|ossesandthat the

High Plains
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futurewill bebrighter.

Nor do they have theinsight to under-
stand the resultstheir act has on parents,
family and friends.

Most adolescent suicide attempts are
precipitated by relationship conflictswith
peers, boy/girlfriends, or family mem-
bers.

The American Association of
Suicideology says many teenagers who
are considering suicide display one or
moreof thesesigns:

» Communicationof thoughtsof suicide
or deathinacontext of sadness, boredom,
hopel essness or negativefeelings.

* Presenceof apsychiatricdisorder such
asdepression, behavior disordersor sub-
stanceabuse.

* Impulsive and aggressive behavior;
frequent expressionsof rage.

» Exposuretoanother’ ssuicidal behav-
ior.

 Family instability and/or significant
family conflict.

* Recent severe stress such asdifficul -
tiesin dealing with sexual orientation,
unplanned pregnancy or significant real
or anticipated | oss.

If you have concerns about a young
family member or friend, talk with some-
one who can help, such as your family
physician, clergy or amental health pro-
fessional.

Mail questionsto: High PlainsMental
Health Center, Plain Sense, Consultation
and Education Department, 208 East 7th,
Hays, Kan., 67601 or gotothewebsiteat:
www.highplainsmental health.com.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Man unhappy about unaccounted money and federal ‘pork’

Letter tothe Editor:

| am concerned about how inefficient
the federal government is with our tax-
payer dollars. A recent General Account-
ing Office audit reported that about $3
billion of the IRS expenses could not be
accounted for. The same audit could not
account for billionsof dollarsin transac-
tionsbetween government agencies. Ba-
sically, the government can’t even iden-
tify its own transactions within its own
agencies.

| question how we spend and how we
cut taxes.

If wearetogivetax cutstobigbusiness,
then let’ sdo it for those who create jobs
in this country, and not ship them over-
seas. If the economy isdriven mostly by
consumptionof goods, thenwhy don’ twe
give tax cuts to the incomes and small
businesses which consume most of the

goods?Inaddition, our tradedeficitisout
of control. Asanation, webasically bor-
row foreign capital to buy foreigngoods.

Our leaders need to be reminded that
borrowed money is not prosperity. It is
higher deficitsand interest oniit. Evenif
onebelievesthat theBushtax-cutsfor the
wealthy areagoodidea, virtually all non-
partisan economists say that any tax cut
means nothing to the overall economy
without spending cuts.

The 2004 omnibus appropriations
package had five times more wasteful
spendingthanadecadeago. | amnot talk-
ing about defenseand homeland security
spending, | am talking about over 7,900
different pork spending projects. The
government wastes an average of $375
billion each year on pork projects and
mismanagement in existing agencies.

Why doesn’t President Bush veto por-

tions of thiswaste? It appearsthat Presi-
dent Bushwill bethefirst president since
JamesGarfieldin 1881, tonever vetoone
single spending hill.

Weneedto havesomefiscal discipline
from Congresstothe President. Both par-
tiesin Congressneedto eliminatewaste-
ful spending practicesand put the people
of thisgreat nation ahead of their ownre-
election. John K ennedy oncesaid, “ L et us
not seek the Republican answer or the
Democratic answer; but the right an-
swer.”

Damon Fredde
Norton

Editor’s Note: While it would be ¢
good ideafor the president to have line
item veto power over the budget, he does
not. He has the power to accept a bill as
presented by Congressor reject it.



