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Legislative tricks
caUse money problems

The mess created by the Kansas Legislature’s “creative” financ-
ing of schools last year ought to teach us a lesson.

We probably won’t learn, but we should.

The Legislature, you remember, “found” money to balance the
budget in 2003 by advancing the collection date for property
taxes a month. That meant we had to pay the second half of our

taxes in May rather than June.

That was no big deal for cities and counties, which run on a
calendar year. Their income was the same, and they got the

money a little earlier.

For the state, though, it meant moving the second-half collec-
tion into the old fiscal year. The effect was a one-time shot in the
arm for the state budget, created by accounting magic and

nothing more.

Schools got a little money out of that, but local school districts
were not allowed to take the windfall. Only the state got the

benefit.

School districts were supposed to lower their property tax levy
last year and raise it some this year to avoid getting any extra
money. Of course, superintendents did everything they could to
keep a little of the money. That’s only natural.

Now, the state is stuck with the change. There’s no way to put
tax collections back to June where they belong. There’s no extra
money this year for schools. There is no way to tap that well

again.

While state revenues are improving, there is a lot of pent up
demand. The Legislature is going to be under pressure to raise
taxes to pay for any number of programs: schools, universities,
prisons, social service, you name it.

Times are not that good, though. The voters were in a conserva-
tive mood this summer, casting out liberal members of the Legis-
lature and the state Board of Education.

Our prediction: There’ll be no general tax increase, because
people don’t think they can afford one.

Spending fans won’t like that conclusion, but here’s to say it’ll

come true.

People seem to want to keep a lid on state spending. There are
lots of pressure groups, mostly those who benefit from state
programs, schools and the like. They don’t, apparently have the

votes to elect many legislators.

So this year, the Legislature will have to chop and trim and fit
spending into revenue estimates. Members will need to be firm.
And we hope they have learned one lesson, if nothing else: Be

real.

Accounting tricks always come back to haunt you. They don’t

create money, just problems.

Solve the budget problems the way it should be done: Allocate
money where it’s important, to schools, colleges, highways and
vital programs. Eliminate waste. Cut spending until the budget

fits.

And leave the smoke and mirrors alone.

— Steve Haynes
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GOOD TIRES,
LOW MILCAGE.

AND we'LL TAKe 1T
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Age may finally be taking its toll

ou haveto promisenot totell our

kids, or they’re going to start

checking out retirement homes
for us.

Last week we switched refrigerators
andintheclean-out process, | discovered
a“mystery” container. It held something
that looked like pancakemix so | stirred
up abatch. An egg, alittle cooking oil,
somemilk and ahot skillet. They looked
like pancakes, but they didn’t taste like
pancakes. It wasmasaharinaflour. Great
for tortillas, but not pancakes.

Still, | didn’t want to be wasteful, so |
went ahead and cooked all the batter,
knowing the chickens wouldn’t be too
discriminating. They'll eat anything. In
notimeat al | had anice little stack of
“masacakes’ cooling on the counter just
waitingtogointothescrapbucket for the
little cluckers.

By now, though, Jim really did want
pancakes, so | got out the Bisquick and
stirred up abatch.

“Comeandget‘em,” | calledouttohim
whenthefirst round of cakesweredone.
Everythingwassitting onthestoveready
forhimtofix hisplate: Thesilverware, the
softmargarinehelikes, thewarmedsyrup.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

Weusually say graceinthekitchen be-
forefilling our plates and carrying them
to the table. After thelast “Amen,” Jim
started in. | was finishing the last of the
batter, planning to freeze the extra pan-
cakesfor aquick breakfast at alater date.

“Now, why did | dothat?’ | heard Jim

say.

He had poured pancake syrup in the
butter bowl. As hetransferred the syrup
from the butter container onto his pan-
cakes, | hadtoneedlehimjust alittleabout
hisabsent-mindedness.

“What's it worth to you for me to not
tell thekidsyou' relosingit?’ | chided, al
thewhileflipping pancakesand stacking
them up. When the last one was done, |
flipped the lid on the scrap bucket, and
blithely tossedinahandful of “good” pan-

cakeswhilethemasacakes| meanttogive
the chickensremained onthe counter.

“Now, why did | dothat?’ | asked my-
self.

Jim had ananswer. “1 don’t know. But
| won'ttell if youwon't.”

Oh, my. What apair we' regoing to be.
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Thereisno excitement like seeing the
worldthroughtheeyesof achild. A phone
call to 5-year-old Taylor last night made
that evident.

“Guess what, Grandma. | am so
happy,” shebegan.

“Why areyou so happy?’ | asked.

“Because for the first time, | got to
check abook out of thelibrary. Andit’s
about Clifford and hisfamily. And I’'m
learningtoreadit. AndMomsaidif | prac-
ticeand practice, I'll learnhow. And I’ m
soundingit out. Good night, | loveyou.”

“I loveyou, too,” | say into empty air.

Kara picked up the phone and | asked
her, “Isshereally reading so soon?’

“Let’sjust say she’s memorizing it,”
wasKard sanswer.

I’'mwith Taylor. | think she's reading
it.

Now that the catsare out of the bag...

comesto cats, my wifeiscrazy, but |
think things may be getting out of
hand.

It al started when youngest daughter
took her two catsto our housein Colorado
last year.

She was spending the summer, or
thought she was, and she had to take the
cats or find someone to keep them. That
made senseto me. (Infact, shewound up
inthe hospital back in Kansasand had to
find someone to feed them in Colorado.
Gofigure.)

Lindsay was waiting tables while on
break from her teaching job. Shesaidthe
cats liked the house fine, but she had to
make them stay inside after one tangled
with araccoon.

When we went for aweek’ s vacation,
though, it gave Cynthiaideas.

“1 kind of liked having acat there,” she
said, withatwinklein her eye.

| should haveseenitcoming. Whenwe
packed up to go close the housein Octo-
ber, shedlipped acat carrier into thecar.

It was just April Alice, the calm cat.
April travelswell. Shejust sitsinthecar-
rier al day, saying nary athing until you
exceed her kidney limit.

Until then, wehad paidafriendtobring
inthemail andfeed thecatswhenwewent
onvacation. | wasfinewiththat. | cango
aweek without petting acat.

Apparently, though, somepeoplecan’t.

Now, you could say thisis my fault,
because | do take the dog to Colorado.
And Cynthiaaways says she’ smy dog,
because | brought her home.

Fair enough, though | am not the one
who buysher bonesandtoysfor her trips.

We started taking her because sheis
wild and rambunctious and likesto run,
and Coloradoisfull of wide-open spaces.

I t' spretty widely known that, when it
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Annielikescold, wet, water and aplace
torun, sothemountainsareperfectfor her.
But Cynthiaalways said the best thing
about catswasthat you can leavethem at
homeandthey don’ttakemuchcare. Cats
need food and water, but you can leave
that outinbigbowls. Oursjust need some-
onetolettheminand out onceaday.

A dog, youhavetofeeddaily. If youleft
abig bow! of food, the dog would eat it
thefirst day and starve by the seventh.

Anyway, | don’tremember anythingin
that rap about taking the cats with you.
Still,  wasfinewith April Alice, because
shetravelswell andthefirst night shewas
there, she caught a mouse, making her
useful aswell asdecorative.

Thenlastweek, Cynthiashowsupat the
car withtwocat carriers. Thisdid notlook
good, becausetheother cat, Molly Mon-
ster, hatesto travel. She cries the whole

timeshe' sinacar andtriesto destroy the
upholstery.

“Not toworry,” the cat lady says, pro-
ducingabottleof kitty tranquilizers.“ The
cat will becalm.”

Now, giving acat apill involves shov-
ingitdownthecat’ sthroat, past theteeth,
and with anormal cat, it can be quite an
adventure.

“Leave me out,” | said. Yeah, I'm
chicken. They don’t call Molly theMon-
ster for nuthin’.

| have to admit, the pills kept her me-
owsdowntoadull whine. Her eyeswent
screwy and shelaid downin her carrier.

And| haveto admit, she seemed to en-
joy her timeat the new house, at least un-
til thecat lady triedtogiveher another pill
for thetrip home. | think afingertip may
have been damaged inthat struggle.

She actually seemed to like being in
Coloradobetter thanbeing at home. When
we're gone, she gets lonely and leaves
little “presents” around the house. Then
she snubs us for aday or so after we get
back.

Soitlookslikewe' |l betraveling with
threepet carriersfor awhile, and wemay
need abigger truck.

But hey, acat lady has to have some-
thing to pet, right?

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



