Norcatur
man loves
the rodeo

ChanceHarmanwouldrather be
onahorse.

The 18-year-old cowboy from
the Norcatur areahasbeenriding
since he was ababy, when hisfa-
ther Ron would take him riding.
Twoyearsago hestartedtopartici-
pate in high school rodeo. Heis
now goingonhisthirdyear onthe
rodeo circuit.

In May, he graduated from
Decatur Community Highandin
July hetook fourth insaddlebronc
riding at the56thAnnual National
High School Finals Rodeo in
Gillette, Wyo.

Thiswasthesecondyear hehad
been to the national finals, which
drew morethan 1,500 contestants
from 39 states, five Canadian
provincesand Australiato viefor
$225,000in collegescholarships.

Besides the national contest,
Chance was named the Wrangler
Saddle Bronc Champion and
awarded theWW Livestock Sys-
temsdealer’ s$250 scholarship at
the Kansas High School Finals
Rodeo, heldin Junein Topeka.

Besidesbeing atwo-time Kan-
sas state saddle bronc champion,
Chance has participated in calf
roping and team roping with Cole
Kinderknecht of Nortonand Rena
Unger of Oberlin.

Chanceisnow getting ready to
leave for collegein Curtis, Neb.
Hewill beattendingtheNebraska
Collegeof Technical Agriculture,
where he wantsto get adegreein
horse production management.
After that, he said, heisn’t sure
where hewantsto go, but he does
know that he wants to get a job
working with horses.

Hesaid heplanstorodeoincol-
lege, continuingwith saddlebronc
riding and hopesto also compete
inteam roping and calf roping.

Since he will be rodeoing,
Chance said he plans to take his
horseswith him.

Chance said he started to rodeo
hisjunior year of high school be-
causehejust wantedtogiveitatry.
Hehaslikedit and decided to stay
with it. Off and on through the
summer, he has been to rodeosin
Kansasand Nebraska. Heissitting
second in the Kansas Pro Rodeo
Association for saddle bronc
thoughhehasn’tturnedproyet. He
had to wait until he is 18, but he
hopesto get hispro card thisyear.
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on State Street in downtown Norton.

L- R Troy Leiker, Kelly Lelker and Troy s father, Al Lelker in front of aW|de selection of
electric and acoustic guitars available at ThunderChord Guitars. Below, Troy and Al
lean on a juke box on display at their music store. ThunderChord Guitars is located

— Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

Advocacy group disbands

By PHIL LESH

TheNorthwest KansasAssocia-
tionfor Retarded Citizenshasdis-
banded, effective Dec. 15, 2003.

The association was organized
March 22, 1960, with the aim of
securing a state hospital for the
developmentally disabled at the
old State Hospital for Tuberculo-
sis, and better education opportu-
nitiesfor the educablechild.

The first officers were EImon
Heaton, Phil Leshand P.J. Boxler.
AlmaAndersonhasservedassec-
retary/treasurer since 1978.

Withtheconversion of thestate
hospital, interest in the area in-
creased and by 1976, membership
wasat nearly 100.

However, with the conversion
of thehospital toaprisonand other

actions of the State, the services
provided by developmental Ser-
vices Northwest Kansas and area
schools, interest declinedandonly
afew membersremained.

The state Association for Re-
tarded Citizensdisbanded andthe
local board decidedtodothesame.

Mrs. Luckert was awarded the
Paraprofessional of the Year
Awardby the Stategroupin 1997.

Membersof thegroupwhowere
activeintheearly development of
the organization included Gene
and Betty Johnson, Ed and Vesta
Hoar, Hill City; Karl and Louise
Berndt, Hoxie; and Nellie
Lawson, Norton. During the pe-
riod that the State Hospital wasin
operation, Sam Freeland, Superin-
tendent, and many hospital em-

ployeeswere members.

The board at dissolution were
Frank Luckert, Norton, president;
Redonda Patton, Hill City, vice-
president; and AlmaAnderson,
Almena, secretary/treasurer.

The Association of Retarded
Citizens has kept a scrapbook.
Those interested in the history of
the organization may findit at the
Norton Library.

Weddings, funerals,
engagements, and births.
You'll finditallin...
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== Guitar business

strikes a nice chord

There' sanew placeintownand
it'scalled ThunderChord Guitars.
It'salittlepsychedelic; it'salittle
country. You decide.

OwnersTroy and Kelly Leiker
along with Troy’s father, Al
Leiker, opened their music store
in downtown Norton to provide
quality instruments and anything
related to making music to the
people of thearea.

Troy said, “If you' relookingfor
something specific, we'll find it
foryou.”

ThunderChord carriesafull line
of acoustic, electric and bass gui-
tars, mandolinsand violins. They
haveamplifiersandwill try topro-
vide music, instruments and sup-
pliesto school band members.

They will even helpwith guitar
repairs, refinishing and restring-
ing.

Al Leiker was born in Gove
County and graduated from high
school inHoxie. Helivedin Den-
ver for 38 yearsbeforeretiring in
1999 and moving to Norton.

Troy moved to Nortonin 2000
to help hisdad build alog home.

“1fell inlovewiththetownand
the people,” Troy said.

That'snotall hefell inlovewith.
He met and married Norton girl,
Kelly Strayer. Now, thetwo work
together at ThunderChord.

Beginning Sept. 6, Troy will
begin giving guitar lessons on
Monday eveningsand Kelly, who

has studied voice for years, will
givevoicelessons.

Troy credits his father, amusi-
cian who at onetime playedin
band with Dale Gilley of the fa-
mous Gilley family, for sparking
hisinterestinmusic. Thefirst song
Troy learned to play on a guitar
was, “House of TheRising Sun”.
He now includes keyboards and
has plansfor arecording studio.

Troy and Kelly hope to add ¢
music ministry to their list of ac-
complishments. They areworking
on their own original music anc
have recorded some.

For atimethey werepart of “ The
Bridge”, amusical group associ-
atedwiththeNortonUnited M eth-
odist Church and both have an af -
finity for contemporary gospel
music.

Next timeyou' rein downtown
Norton, ook for thefull-size gui-
tar hanging above the sidewalk
and the patriotic window of
ThunderChord Guitar store.

Al Leikerinvitesanyonewithe
military herotoputtheir pictureon
the window.

ThunderChord Guitarsisat 109
S. State Street. Hoursare10a.m.-
5 p.m., Monday through Friday;
and 11 am.-4 p.m., Saturday.

You can learn more about
ThunderChord Guitarsby calling
874-4354 or checking out their
website: www.thunderchord-
guitars.com.

PUBLIC

NOTICE

The Estate of
Neil W. Reeves

Published in The Norton Telegram on
Tuesday, August 24, 31 and September
7,2004. (3T)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
NORTON COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of NEIL W.
REEVES, Deceased.

Case No. 2003-PR-44
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL
PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a Petition
has been filed in this Court by Grace L.
Reeves, duly appointed, qualified and
acting Executor of the Estate of Neil W.
Reeves, Deceased, praying that her
acts be approved; that her account be
settled and allowed, that the will be
construed and the estate be assigned
to the persons entitled thereto; that fees

and expenses be allowed; that the costs
be determined and ordered paid; that
the administration of the estate be
closed; that the executor be discharged
and that she be released from further
liability.

You are required to file your written
defenses thereto on or before the 15th
day of September, 2004, at 10:30
o’clock A.M. of said day, in said Court,.
in the City of Norton, in Norton County,
Kansas, at which time and place said
cause will be heard. Should you fail
therein, judgment and decree will be
entered in due course upon the Petition.

Grace L. Reeves

Executor

R. Douglas Sebelius #09157
SEBELIUS & GRIFFITHS, LLP
105 South Norton Street
P.O.Box 10
Norton, Kansas 67654-0010
(785)877-5143
Attorney for Petitioner
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GOOD SAMARITAN AIRCAR
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['WENTY-TWO vyears ago air ambulance service was a new, life saving frontier for out-state Nebraska.
Everyone else said that starting a program was too expensive, too risky and too untried in the past.

We were looking ahead ensuring YOUR future.
Good Samaritan Hospital’s AirCare program saved 69 lives that year alone.

Technology has advanced since 1982 and GOOD SAMARITAN AIRCARE has always remained on
the cutting edge, advancing with it. Today, we are proud to be flying a new one-of-a-kind helicopter,
specifically customized and outfitted to meet our high expectations today and in the future. Why? Because...

at Good Samaritan we'll always be focused on YOUR future.

CATHOLIC HEALTH
INITIATIVES

Kim Kriger’s future wasn'’t always so bright.
She was born with a weakening in her stomach
wall that required immediate surgery in Omaha.
The problem: the year's biggest
snowstorm made ground transport impossible.

On March 4, 1982, 3-hour-old Kim
became the first patient flown by
Good Samaritan AirCare.

Today Kim works in a Lincoln emergency
department and is awaiting acceptance to

nursing school. We still keep in touch with Kim.
Why? Because from the beginning

we've been focused on Kim's future.

rHuture

Good Samaritan Hospital

Kearney, Nebraska

www.gshs.org




