Some park feesarerising

By MICHAEL PEARCE
The WichitaEagle

Declining funding from the legidature could
mean ate park userswill seetheir third feein-
creasesinfiveyears.

Atarecent KansasDepartment of Wildlifeand
Parkscommissonmesting, sateparkdirector Jarry
Hover sad hisdepartment isdready cutting ser-
vices and dill needsto raise feesbecause of this
year' s$500,000 reductioninstatefunding.

Hover sadthestategovernment paid 15percent
of thestate park budget, down from 65 percent 10
yearsago.

“Therewould benoincreasein day-userates,”
he said. “ Public surveys have shown they don’t
want topay any morefor daily permits.”

Hover presentedalistof implemented cost-sav-
ing movesand proposed new increasesfor com-
mission condderation.

Themost notable proposa wouldincressean-
nua campi ng permitsfrom $150 to asmuch as

Permitsfor 14 nightsof campingcouldincrease
from$75toasmuch as$99. First vehiclepermits
wouldincreasefrom $45t0 $50.

Other permitscouldasoseenomind incresses
beginning in 2005 if the proposals are approved.
Hover saidtheproposedincreasescould generate
upto$700,000in2005.

Contact your setelegidator and Wildlifeand
ParksCommiss onersconcerningtheseproposed
fees.

CommissionersJohnDykes, 5641 TahoeLane,
Fairway, Kan., 66205, 913-831-3058,
jdykes@ke.rr.com; Kely Johnston, 4710 E. 26th
St. N., Wichita, Kan., 316-685-5160,
shocker JD @j ohnstonlawoffices.com; Doug
Sebdius, 105S.NorthAve, Norton, Kan., 67654,
785-877-5467, rdeshelius@yahoo.com; John
Fdds 807ElmwoodL ane, Rittsourg, Kan., 66762,
Papall@mobil1.net; Dr. JamesHarrington, RR
2 Box 374C, Liberal, Kan.,, 67901,
drcrash@snko.net; Shari L. Wilson,51S.64thS.,
KansasCity, Kan., 66111, Sharilea@kcrr.com

Licensesavallableto everyoneon-line

Topeka— For fiveyears, Kansashunting and
fishing licenses— and avariety of other permits
— havebeenavailablefor purchasedirectly from
the Department of Wildlifeand Parks (KDWP)
webstewww.kdwp.state ksus.

Although some anglers and hunters new to
theoutdoorsmay beunawareof thisservice, it
hasbecome apopular, quick, easy way to pur-
chase these items from the comfort of one's

home. Anyone with an internet connection, a
credit card, and aprinter can purchaseand print
avalidlicensefromanywhereintheworld, 24
hoursaday, seven daysaweek.

Almost20,000huntingandfishinglicenses, per-
mitsandotherissueshavebeenpurchaseddirectly
fromtheK DWPwebsitesofar thisyear, withthat
number expectedtomorethandoublepriortothis
year' suplandbird seasons.

Friday, August 27, 2004

THE RESERVOIR NEWS  Page 11

Tipsondrivingaff-highway
hdp kegp environment sound

(NAPSA)-Withtheexplosionof off-high-
way vehiclesalesinthelast few years, more
andmoreAmericansarewantingtotaketheir
SUVsand trucks out to scale more than just
their office parking garage.

Four-wheeling in the backcountry can be
agreat way to bond with natureand thefam-
ily, but it can have adamaging effect onthe
environment if not doneresponsibly.

A nonprofit organization called Tread
Lightly! was created to educate the millions
of Americanswho plantotaketheir vehicles
into the outdoors. They offer somepractica
tipson waysto minimizeyour impact onthe
outdoorswhiledriving off-highway.

« Stay ondesignatedroadsandtrails. Drive
only ontrailsdesignatedfor off-highway ve-
hicle (OHV) use. Never make your own
shortcuts, switchbacksor trails.

*Rideinthemiddleof thetrail. Alwaysride
inthemiddleof thetrail toavoidwideningit
anddestroyingvegetationalongtheroadside.

* Crossstreamsonly at designatedfording
points. If youmust crossastream, dosoonly
attrail fording points(usualy wherethetrail
crossesthewater). Crossdowly and at a90-
degreeangle.

 Don't crossprivatelandwithout permis-
sion. Alwayscontact thelandowner for per-
missionto crossprivateland.

* Cross obstacles at an angle. Y ou may
comeuponabstaclesonatrail, suchasfalen
trees. Driving around them can destroy veg-
etation surrounding the trail, so sometimes
it' sbest to move the object or drive over it.
Crossobgtadlesatanangle, onewhed e atime.

«|f possible, don’trideinmud. If you can,
avoid mudor soft soil whileremainingonthe
road or trail.

« Planand preparebeforeyougo. Obtaina
mapand contactyour loca land management
agency to plan aroutethat issafe, legd and
withinthelimitationsof your vehicle.

* Don't litter onthetrail. Leavetheareaa
littlebetter than how youfoundit by picking
up your trash and others'.

In addition to quick tips, Tread Lightly!
alsoprovidesatraining programfor outdoor
enthusiasts, land managers, deal ersand edu-
cators. Theprogram, called Tread Trainer, is
sponsored by Ford Motor Company Fund
and the Federal Highway Administration.

For more information, visit
www.treadlightly.org.
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Davs A WEEk
®24-Hour SERVICE
*CoMPLETE AUTO
Service CENTER
*TIRES FOR EVERY
NEED AND BuDGET

201 E. Howme

NortoN, KANSAS
785-877-5181 or 800-794-4983

—~Alignment

—On Farm

GOODFYEAR

YOUR ONE STOP CENTER FOR
YOUR TIRE AND AUTO REPAIR NEEDS
GoODYEAR AND MASTERCRAFT TIRES—ALL SizEs!

—Oil Changes —Alir Conditioner Repair
—Tune-ups —RBrakes —Shocks
—24-Hour Service--

785-877-3638 (After Hours)
Tire Service

Let Kansasland Tire Take Care
of Your Car — From Front to Rear

Call 785-877-5181 or 800-794-4983

WELCOME FISHERMEN,
CAMPERS AND T OURISTS

Enjoy

your

;f' stay at
- Prairie Dog

State Park
and
Sebelius
Reservoir

1101 W. Highway 36
Norton, Kansas

RAIRIE LAND ,,™ON

Electric Cooperative,Inc. 785'877' 3323




