Elden Auker

Park named after

sports legend
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It was the 22-year-old rooki€'s
firsttimeinNew York, andinYan-
kee Stadium.

It was also thefirst time he had
stoodfacetofacewiththelegend-
ary GeorgeHerman Ruth. Hewith
aball, the Babewith abat.

The crowd roared, the catcher
gave the sign, another player
yelled in the background. Then
everything got quiet and a tiny
bead of sweat trickled down the
young pitcher’sface.

He was a long way from his
quietlittlehometown of Norcatur.

After wiping his hand on his
gray Detroit Tigers road jersey,
Elden Auker palmed the ball and
delivered his usual submarine-
style pitch.

“Strike one!” The umpire
yelled.

Maybe the Babe had been con-
fused by the young man’s under-
handed style or maybeit wasjust
Elden’slucky day.

Heswunghisarmagain, andthe
umpireyelled, “ Strike two.”

Andthen, “ Strikethree.”

“You'reout.”

TheBabewa kedaway withhis
head down. Elden Auker didn’t
have much time to celebrate be-
causethenextmantostepuptothe
platewasL ouGehrig. TheYankee
lineup, thefamed Murders’ Row,
had earned its reputation.

Mr.Auker, who hasbeencalled
the greatest all-around athlete in
Kansashistory, told hisBabeRuth
story to acrowd gathered around
him on Main Street in Norcatur
Saturday afternoon.

They weretherefor thededica
tion of the Elden Auker park —
named after Norcatur’s most fa-
mous native. Mr. Auker, who
hadn’t beentohishometownsince
1983 when hismother died, came
toNorcatur thisweekendtoseethe
park andattend analumni banquet.

“l have had several honors,”
saidthe89-year-old astearsfilled
his eyes, “but thisis one of the
best.”

Sixty-eight years later, Mr.
Auker says, hedoesn’t remember
thinking muchof striking out Babe
Ruth, the Bambino, the Sultan of
Swat. He can’t recall today
whether hegot Gehrig. Hewasjust
doing hisjob.

Herememberstheday more, he
said, because of an outrageous
comment the Yankee third base
coach made.

“Hey Bush,” Mr.Auker saidthe
coach, Art Fletcher, yelled at him.

“Heusedto call meBush,” Mr.
Auker said, “when he wanted to

get my attention.”

“Hey Bush,” the coach
screamed, “you' vegottheBamall
upset.

“He said he’s been struck out a
lot of times, but that’ sthefirsttime
a damn woman ever struck him
out.”

Mr. Auker said he was one of
two pitchersat that timewho used
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a“submarine” throwing motion,
more common in women'’s soft-
ball.

Hedidn't know about the other
guy, but Mr.Auker said helearned
that styleof pitchingafterinjuring
hisarm playing football.

During his college career at K-
State, heearned ninevarsity letters
—inbaseball, basketbal| andfoot-
ball — and wasthefirst athleteto
achieve All-American statusin
three sportsfrom College Humor
Magazine. He was all-Big Six in
all three.

The Norcatur Park Committee
built the park whereKeith’sMar-
ket stood years ago, using thou-
sands of dollarsin donations and
help from prisonersat the Norton
Correctional Facility.

Jimand Glenn Olsen, Norcatur
nativeswho donated amajority of
themoney inmemory of their par-
ents, asked that it be named after
Mr. Auker.

Theformer ballplayer, whonow
livesinFlorida, pitchedfrom1932
to 1942 in the American League
with the Detroit Tigers, Boston
Red Sox and St. Louis Browns.
Withalifetimeearnedrunaverage
of 4.53, the hometown hero has
been inducted into the Kansas
Sports Hall of Fame, the Kansas
State University Sports Hall of
Fame and the St. Louis Browns
Hall of Fame. His major league
recordis130wins, 101 lossesand
128 complete games.

The park isnot completely fin-
ished, and gusts of wind picked
dust of the bare ground and flung
it at Mr. Auker and the audience.
Someof hiswordswerelost asthe
windwhistledinthemicrophone,
but theman’smindwassharpand
he continued to speak.

After the dedication, he hung
around for three hours to auto-
graph baseball cards, baseballs
and anything el se peopl e brought
to the table. He told more of his
baseball stories.

The Babe became his golfing
buddy in later years, Mr. Auker
said, and he remembers seeing

(Continued on Page 5)

Friday, August 27, 2004

THE NORTON TELEGRAM

Page 3

K-State gets three outstanding seasons

By DR. RODNEY D.
and JEANNE MERKLE

This focuses on Elden Auker’s
pitching at Kansas Sate. There-
searcherscombedthroughthear-
chives of the Manhattan Mercury
at the Manhattan Public Library.
The data available is sketchy as
budgetsweretight andtravel was
minimal for sports coveragein
newspapersat thetime.

The Big Six Conference lasted
from 1928-1947 and had lowa

hits.

Besides pitching, he cracked a
home run and singled in two at
bats. K-State decisioned theKan-
sas Jayhawksin thefinal game of
the two-game set which enabled
K-State to tie Oklahoma for the
1930 Big Six Conference Cham-
pionshipwith9-3inleagueaction.

Junior Season — 1931

April 10 — Auker lost the sea-
sonopenertoHaskell Indian I nsti-
tuteasK-Statewaswhipped 17to

State, the 5. The K-
University of State team
Kansas, made 3 er-
Kansas rorsin the
State, Mis- openingin-
souri, Ne- ningand10
braska, and in the
Oklahoma. game.
Sopho- April 17
more — T he
Season — Kansas
1930 StateWild-
April 21 cats de-
— Hisvar- feated the
Sity debut got University
off toan aus- of Missouri
picious start in Colum-
asthe under- bia6to4in
handed 10 innings
slinging to open the
Zﬂg?ﬁ?ﬁ%g Elden Auker pitches for college team (leogn f g 'rx
St.  Mary ence sea-

College Knights. He fanned four
and walked one for a complete
game as K-State beat St. Mary's,
1-0.

May 16— Therewerethreese-
nior pitchers on the 1930 team;
thus, Auker did not have much
opportunity to start asapitcherin
aconference game.

He seized an opportunity when
K-State traveled to Amesto play
lowaState. Pitchinglikeaveteran,
the sophomore held the Cyclones
to six hits and struck out three to
win hisfirst Big Six game, 7to 1.

May 20— In hisnext start, the
right-hander bested the Oklahoma
Sooners9to 7 in Manhattan.

May 23— Thesophomorewas
on the mound to face the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. Heshut downthe
Cornhuskershy yieldingjust three
hits and one run in a complete
game3to 1victory.

May 27 — He continued his
pitching mastery intheBig Six as
theK-StateA ggies(now theWild-
cats) journeyed to Lawrence.
Auker subdued the Jayhawks8to
2intheopeninggame. Hewonhis
fourth conference game in less
than two weeks allowing seven

son. Auker went thedistanceashe
allowedfivehitsandstruck out 11.

April 27— K-Statetraveled to
Lawrence and defeated the Uni-
versity of Kansas4to 3. Auker al-
lowedfivehits, pitchingtheentire
9innings.

May 4 — K-State traveled to
Norman to battle the Oklahoma
Sooners. Oklahoma defeated
Kansas State 4-3in 10 inningsas
theWildcatscommittedsix errors.
Aukerwasthehard-luck | oser go-
ing the distance.

May 15— K-Stateand Kansas
played a three-hour contest in
which Kansas outscored K-State
221t016. Theslugfest produced 32
basehits(20for Kansasand 12for
K-State). Six of the 12K -Statehits
were homeruns, one by Auker.

Auker didn’t have hisbest stuff
ashealowedeight walksandwas
tagged with theloss.

May 17 — Auker pitched the
last three inningsin relief as K-
Statedefeated Kansas8to 7in 10
innings. He helped himself inthe
victory asK -Stateplatedtworuns
inthe9thwithAuker singlingand
scoring the tying run to knot the
scoreat 7. K-Stateused asqueeze
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play in the decisive 10th to push
across the winning run. Auker
earned thevictory.

May 26 — The University of
Nebraskacameto Manhattan and
Auker single-handedly beat the
Cornhuskers20-4. Hepitchedthe
entire nine innings holding the
Huskersto four base hits. Heal so
connectedfor four basehitsinfive
trips to the plate. Two of the hits
went for home runs and another
wasadouble.

In 1931 K-State played 14
games, winning seven and losing
seven. In conference action the
collegewas4-4andfinishedthird.
Auker won all four, league con-
testswhilelosing twice.

K-Statewas4-2 at homeand 3-
5ontheroad. Auker was4-3onthe

mound.
Senior Season — 1932
Auker started off withthesenior

being unable to compete because
of asorearm and finger.

April 26 — In his first mound
duty, K-Statebeat Big Six Confer-
ence opponent Oklahoma 5-0in
Manhattan. The right-hander al-
lowed only 5 hits.

April 29—K-StatehostedMis-
souri andtheTigersrompedtovic-
tory winning 14to5. Perhapsfeel -
ingtheeffectsof early seasonvic-
tory or pitching on two daysrest,
Auker was not effective. He
walked eight and allowed 13 to
reach base. K-State also commit-
ted fiveerrorsin the contest.

May 6 — The 13-man baseball
squad traveled to Ames to battle
the lowa State Cyclones. Auker

tossed afive-hit completegameto
shut out lowaStateasK - Statepre-
vailed 1-0.

May 12— K -Statedefeated the
College of Emporia (Emporic
State University) 12-1 as Auker
garnered thevictory.

May 17 — K-State traveled to
Lawrenceto battlestaterivals, the
Kansas Jayhawks. Auker pitched
K-Statetoal2-1win. Heallowed
only three hitsand fanned 13 bat-
tersand issued just one walk. He
also laced three base hitsin the
contest, onefor atriple.

May 18 — Pitching his second
gamein asmany days, Auker led
K-State to an 8-4 victory over
Kansas. The senior right-hander
struck out nine, allowed six hits
andonewalk. Hehadtwobasehits
infourtimesat bat, onefor ahome
run.

Thisgamewastheconclusionof
his college career.

Auker’s career as a college
pitcher ended with four straight
victories: lowa State (1-0), Col-
lege of Emporia(12-1) and Kan-
sas(12-1and8-4). S

Itisinteresting to notethat dur-
ing Auker’s three seasons at K-
State, the school played only 44
baseball games: 17in 1930, 14in
1931 and 13in 1932.

During histhreeyearsasavar-
sity member, K-State compiled
record of 27-16-1 and Auker was
14-4intheregular season. Incon-
ference action, K-State compiled
arecord of 18 winsand 11 |oses
while Auker earned 11 wins and
lost only three games.
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TRACT 3: SE/4 of 23-6-25, Graham County

TRACT 4: E/2SE/4 of 20-6-24, Graham County
TRACT 5: E/2NE/4 of 29-6-24, Graham County
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DONALD L. HAZLETT, BROKER

1420 W. 4™, -

COLBY,
785-462-3904 or 800-247-7863

Visit our website @ www.farmandranchrealty.com
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TRACTORS:
—UNDER 90 H.P.—
(198 JD 4400 Compact FWA w/Ldr
OMF 1225 Compact FWA
OFord 1920 Compact FWA
OMF 390 FWA w/Ldr.
OMF 4245 Cab FWA 2/Ldr.
—100 H.P. to 150 H.P.
(JCase-IH 7110 FWA 2/Ldr.
CONH TV 140 3 Pt. PTO EE
ONew NH TV 145 3 Pt.,
PTO EE—$82,250
—160 H.P. to 225 H.P.—
ONEW NH TG255 Demo FWA SS,—
$112,000
[Ford 8830 FWA
OWhite 170 2 WD
OFord TW 30 2 WD
(JD ‘83 4850 P.S.
—OVER 225 H.P.—
ONH T)275 4 WD
—DRILLS—
[OSF 9421 25’ Grain Dirill
[JSF 9433 30’ DD 10”
OGP 24’ w/Fert. 10”
OGP 24’ DD 10” No-Till
0(2) IHC 7100 12” Hoe Dirill
IHC 7100 10” Hoe Drill
JD 1560 15’ No-Til, 10~
Legume Box
OHiniker 1650 No-Till
JCB 32’ Hoe Drill
[JSF 3 Pt. 20’x10” DD No-Till
OGP 30’ x 12” and Hoe
—HAY EQUIPMENT—
BALERS:
[(2) NH 688 A/W
0(2) NH 664 NET
[ONH 664 B/C
(JD 535
PT SWATERS:
ONH 1475 16’
[JCase-IH 8380 16’

2% & SUPPLY CO. INC. %

-----

[ONH 490 12'—$1200
0(2) NH 116 14’
ONH 479 9°—$1500
[ONH 461 9'—$800
[ONH 1431 Disc Mower/Cond. ‘02
OONH 1475 14’ ‘02
[ONH 1431 Disbine
SP SWATHERS:
[J99 NH HW 320 18’
[J97 NH 2550 16’
002 NH HW340 w/2355 Rotary
Head
[J91 NH 1118 16’ Head
[102 9352 MacDon 450 HR 18’
RAKES:
[ONH 258 S.D. Rake—$1500
OKirchner Hyd. Dr. Rake—$1000
[JHesston 12 Wheel H. Cap
Rake $5200
OONH 1037 Bale Wagon
—USED SEEDING—
OFlexicoil 500-33’
0(2) GP 24" W/Fert. 10”
[Buffalo 6 Row Planter
—HARVESTING—
[J95 NH TR 97
[J04 NH CR940A
081 MF 750
186 NH TR86 w/24’ 4 WD
185 NH TR96 w/24’
—TILLAGE—
[J90 SF 1443-35’
[J94 SF 1433-28’
[J96 SF 1433-28’
—MISCELLANEOUS—
OIHC 1980 Truck Sprayer,
60’ Boom
[JH-1000 Haybuster
[1276 Plus Il Bale Buster
[JGB M110 Loader
[OWestendorf Loader
OONEW J&M 750 Grain Cart with
Tarp—$15,500

AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE FOR NEW HOLLAND BUHLER/VERSATILE,
GREAT PLAINS CRUSTBUSTER, SUNFLOWER KUHN FLEXICOIL
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web.www.farmimp.com — Toddsales@sales@ruraltel.net

~ Since 1945 ~
520 West Mill — Plainville, KS 67663
785-434-4824
TOLL FREE 888-589-6029




