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The battle between
conservatives
and liberalsison

The supposed gains made by the Kansas Republican party’s
conservative faction might not mean much until the Senate
caucus votes on a president next year, but they may be a measure
the voters’ mood.

That the Republicans are split so deeply is nothing new. The
party is so dominant, it has to fight itself. There is nothing ap-
proaching a viable two-party system is most of Kansas, so we
have two Republican parties and a Democratic faction that, most
days, counts for little.

It’s hard to define exactly who is a conservative and who is a
liberal in the Republican ranks, so you watch to see how they vote
for leadership posts — and on tax increases.

The conservatives include those who vote “no” on tax in-
creases. The liberals — they prefer to call themselves moderates
— often vote yes when it comes to spending.

There are others issues. Most conservatives are against abor-
tion, but so are many of the moderates. Conservatives may worry
about issues such as “concealed carry” and the Second Amend-
ment. Guns give lefties the creeps.

The liberal wing controls the state party office and the Senate,
at least until for now. The conservatives have the House. The
conservatives have something called the Kansas Republican
Assembly, which functions as sort of a shadow party leadership
and helps conservative candidates.

The division is so deep that leaders on both sides endorsed
candidates in the Republican primary, something that’s just not
done in many states. They lined up to back those who would vote
for them come caucus time.

The moderates/liberals complain that conservative groups from
out of state have poured hundreds of thousands of dollars into
Kansas campaigns, but liberal candidates see no shame in taking
their own thousands from statewide groups such as the teachers
and the Kansas Livestock Association.

This year, the conservatives seem to be winning. They made
gains in the Legislature and the state Board of Education, ousting
a few liberals who had whipped conservatives two years ago. In
the Legislature, on the state board and at party headquarters, this
could portend changes.

When the liberals win, the conservatives have no place to go.
They vote Republican. But when the conservatives win, the
liberals will cry foul. They might well vote Democrat in the gen-
eral election.

That’s how Kathleen Sebelius became governor. It wasn’t the
Democratic vote that elected her; it was liberal Republicans who
couldn’t stomach the conservative Tim Shallenburger as gover-
nor.

It’s more complicated than that, of course. Ms. Sebeliusis a
rare, gifted candidate and Shallenberger was not. But that’s the
gist of it. Republican votes elected her; there are not enough
Democrats in Kansas to do it.

That’s why only liberal Republicans can become governor, at
least until the conservatives produce a more charismatic candi-
date.

You can expect more of the same if the liberals lose their grip on
the party or the Senate next year — much whining and massive
defections.

But the primary indicates that voters, by and large, are not
buying the liberal line that we must increase taxes.

Outside a few diehard members of the “moderate” wing of the
party, and the Democrats, of course, | have yet to meet a Kansan
who wants the state to raise taxes. The exceptions, of course, are
mostly tax-paid employees, school officials and the like.

People think times are tough and the state ought to suck itin.
They voted that way, and they meanit. — Steve Haynes
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Things need doing as the season ends

ummer might be winding down,

ut canning season is just getting

started. We didn't put in agarden

exceptfor ninetomato plants, andarethey
over |oaded.

Wemust havebeenlategettingthemin,
though, because nothing is ripe yet. |
know lots of neighbors who are eating
dlicersand canning therest.

Thereisnothing better thanavine-rip-
enedtomato, freshfromthegarden. | have
been known to take a salt shaker to the
tomato patch and eat oneright onthespot.

Theonly thing that might be betterisa
juicy, home-grown peach, something |
won't get to enjoy thisyear. Welost all
threeof our peachtreesand our plumtree.
| blameit on the spray used on bindweed
inour town, but | can’t proveit.

—ob—

The rain this summer was wonderful.
It hasn’t been quite enough, but with the
technol ogy of sprinklerswecanmakeour
ownrain. That hasbeenmy | ot thisweek-
end, moving the sprinkler all over the
yard, allowing that much-needed mois-
ture to saturate grass, trees and flowers.
Thank goodness our town has never had

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

awater shortage. Eventhoughit might be
alittle pricey when it comestime to pay
the water hill, at |east we can save our
lawnsand gardens.

| still think there should be some way
we could irrigate with the “gray” water
from our homes. How many gallons of
water from each load of clothesgo down
thedrain every day?

There snothingwrongwiththat water.
Detergents are biodegradable now and
wouldn’t harm plants. There' s probably
some Environmental Protection Agency
ruleagainst it, but it seemslikeasimple
solution.

—ob—

My sister Kathryn' soldest son Claude

and hiswife Sandy liveinFlorida, inthe

northern part of the state, and were not
evacuated. They did lose electricity and
alargetreein their back yard was up-
rooted, but they were fine. Sandy’ s
brother, wholivesin Tampa, cametotheir
housetoweather thestorm. Haven' thearc
what hefound upon returning home.

Hurricane Charley makes our little
Kansastornadoes seem kindapuny.

—ob—

Ask meif I'm excited. Go ahead. Ask
me.

Jimisstartingwork onthekitchen cabi-
nets for our house while he builds some
foranother family. | havesuchahardtime
envisioning the finished project, he has
promised measet of “mock” cabinetsout
of cardboard boxes. Jim’ smind thinksin
three dimensions, but asfor me, it’sjust
flat.

—ob—

My daughter Karapickeduplittle Tay-
lor after one of her first days of school.
Karaasked, “How was school today?’

In her most solemn voice, Taylor re-
plied, “Mom. There arealot of rulesin
kindergarten.”

Welcometotheworld, Taylor.

There are benefits to an empty nest

erry Rushton and | werecommis

atingontheempty nest syndrome

he other day. Shesaid shedidn’t

knowwhy sheshould missBrucebecause
hewas never homeanyway.

Sherry had three boys so sheisnot get-
ting the fringe benefits | discovered. At
our housewe had Jr.’ sbathroom and the
girls' bathroom. Now that the girls are
gonewehaveJr.’ sbathroomandNancy's
bathroom!

What they took and what they left be-
hind baffles me. They took all the twee-
zersand the good hairbrushes. They left
scrunchies for ponytails. | know those
aren’'t’ mine, | haven't had a ponytail
sincefifth grade.

Therearestill four toothbrushesinthe
holder. | hopedental hygieneisnot being
put on hold.

They leftalotof nail polishand | gained
acurling iron. It had been missing for
months. | think Katetook it to Hayswith
her, then sheforgot andtook another one.
When sheunpacked at her new place she
realized she had two.

Oops. “Momisthisyour curlingiron.?”

Triciainsistssheisstill short acurling
ironbut sheisfussingabout onewithabig
barrel — not my problem.

| cleanedthebathroom; asusual every-
thingwaslacquered underneath layersof
hair spray. Butfromnow onall themesses
aremy own.

Actually | cleaned the whole house.
Whatever | didn’t claim, | put in the ap-
propriatebedroom. Thegirlsaregoingto
haveonechancetoredeemitontheir first
trip home.

| can beruthless.

| canwatch whatever | wanttoontele-
vision (unlessthe hubby ishome).

| can cook whatever | want (evenif the
hubby ishomecuz heisnot apicky eater).

| cangetonthel nternetwhenever | want.

They turned in all the coop gas cards
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and thereishot water.

Lifeisgetting better and better.

Thephoneisalwaysfree.

| havetoadmit| amalittlemiffed about
that. Itusedtobeif Kent couldn’tget hold
of Triciahewould talk to me.

WEell, for some reason he quit calling,
at least hequit calling here. Gofigure!

Theremay even beanother fringeben-
efit. Remember how accident prone Jr.
tendsto be? Cathy HolsteclaimsJay is

thesameway.

Now Jay hascomeupwithatheory that
it has something to do with having three
daughters. Typical of a man — blame
your problemsonwomen.

But | wasthinkingif thisistrueandthe
girlsaregonemaybewewill havefewer
medical billsand even moremoney (I'm
telling you that gas card thing alone is
going to make ahugedifference).

Sincethisisafamily column| won't’
evengetintoanswering Mary Vanover’ s
guestion. Itwassomething like— What
areyou going to do with Jr. now that the
girlsaregone?

Soeventhough | know Sherry isgoing
tomissBruceandl amgoingtomissKent,
er — | mean Tricia, let’ skeep apositive
outlook.

Don'’tthink of it asanempty nest, think
of it asan empty bathroom!

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

0 Governor Kathleen Sebelius, (202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
300 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan. 3514

66612. (785) 296-2332

O U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,

0 U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

Washington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 224-6521



