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Norton team wins golf tournament

For the third year in arow, the
Norton Country Club team won
theKLOE-KKCI-KWGB Classic
golf tournament Sunday at the
Sugar Hills Golf Club.

Thetournament, inits15thyear,
featured 11 teams of 11 players
each. The team scores are deter-
mined by addingthescoresof each
player on the team except thetop
individual finisher.

Tournamentdirector Kay Melia
saidthereusually are12teams, but
alast minutecommitment kept the

Hoxie team away. He said they
should be back next year.

Norton’s Joe Herman and Brad
Leiker both shot an even par 71
and Joel Duscher shota72toled
their team.

Herman and Leiker were the
tournament’s runners-up. Nor-
ton'sscorewas 771.

Colby Country Club took sec-
ond with a score of 777. Kevan
Taylor of Colby wastournament’s
champion, shooting atwo-under-
par 69. Jim Stanley shot a74.

Atwood Country Club placed
third, just onestrokebehind Colby.
KevinFinley and Joe Kanak both
shot 74 for Atwood, and Jim
Kanak and Grant Glad both had
75.

Sugar Hillsfinished fourthwith
788, led by Tyson Shelly with a
one-over-par 72. Chuck Osborn
and TravisJonesbothfinishedthe
coursewith 74. Warren Sweat shot
a’s.

Other players for Goodland
were Devlin Mull, who shot a78;

J.D. Hooper, 80; JonMcL ean, 81,
Jerry Fairbanks, 82; Steve Ray-
mer, 84; Randy Topliff, 88; and
Tom Rohr, who shot a90.

Burlington Country Club was
fifthwith 817, led by Mike Grin-
nan who shot a 73 and Joedy
Hartmanwith a75.

St. Francis was sixth with 841,
Sharon Springsseventhwith 858,
Oberlin eighth with 872, Tribune
ninth with 876, Oakley 10th with
887 and Benkelman 11thwith 888.

Kansas rich In motorcycle racing history

By PAT CONRAD,
Smith County Pioneer

Motorcycleracing datesback to
shortly after the second motor-
cycle was built. The terrain has
varied from the wooden
motordrones, dirt, cross-country,
asphalt, ice and the flat track.
Motorcycle racing in Norton
County includesclassic flat track
races on the car tracks to the
motocross races of today. A new
resurgenceinmotorcycleracingis
happening acrossKansasand Ne-
braska with the help of several
peoplefromnorthcentral Kansas.

Roger and Sandy Attebury of
Wichitaformed the National Flat
Track Racing Association
(NFTRA) four years ago. Randy
K oster and Steve M cGee, natives
of Cawker City and Curt Ayres,
native of Smith Center, are ac-
tively involvedintheassociation.
Randy Koster works with Roger
and Sandy Attebury inscheduling
races, obtaining national contin-
gency fundsand points, coordinat-
inginsuranceand correspondence
withAmerican M otorcycleAsso-
ciation and keeping the races or-
ganized and on time. Mr. Koster
is the association’s track official
and flagman. Curt Ayresisan ac-
tive racer in the association and
promoter. Steve McGee races
vintage motorcycle in the asso-
ciation

The association is working to-
ward reconstructing the old Kan-
sas Fair Circuit, which drew pro-
fessional motorcycleracersfrom
acrossthecounty. Theassociation
isconsideredthepremier flattrack
racing association in the Great
Plains states. The association
sanctions 22 races annually in a
seasonlastingfivemonths, which
climaxesat Stockton onAug. 16-
17. The last race of the assoc-
iation’sseasonwill beheldin Sep-
tember at the Kansas State Fair.

A four-race tour starting in
McCool Junction, Neb., on Satur-
day; Norton, on Sunday and two
consecutive nights of racing in
Stockton on Monday and next
Tuesday will feature riders from
the association as well asriders
from the American Motorcycle
Association national circuit. The
races are expected to draw more
thanonehundredridersrangingin
ages from 4-5-year-olds to over
60.

The history of motorcycle rac-
ing at the Stockton track includes
racesasfar back astheearly 1900s.
Motorcycleracing hasbeen asso-
ciated with the Stockton track for
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many of the years between 1911
and 2003. Flat track racing today
istechnically muchdifferent than
the early years, but at the same
timethegoa isthe same, win.

Curt Ayres, lives now in Colo-
rado, graduated from Smith Cen-
ter High School in 1959, attended
Fort Hays Statebeforejoiningthe
Navy and becoming afighter pi-
lot. Mr. Ayres retired from the
Navy and flew for acommercial
carrier until retiring. He became
involvediniceracingwithagroup
near Woodland Park, Colo., that
raceafiveweekend seriesinJanu-
ary and February. The group
switches to flat track when the
weather warmsand racesthrough-
out the Colorado, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska and Oklahoma
area. Mr. Ayreshasbeeninvolved
with the association for three
years. When asked how much
longer he plans on racing Mr.
Ayrestellsof amanfrom Topeka,
Bob Ives, who has hisage on his
number plateevery year. Thenum-
ber thisyearis67.

Randy Koster raced flat track
throughthe1960sand’ 70s. Three
years ago Mr. Koster decided to
become involved in racing again
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andfoundinvolvement by becom-
ing thetrack official and flagman
for the association. Heisaso in-
volved with the operation of the
associationwith Roger and Sandy
Attebury. Mr. Koster’'s involve-
ment with racinginthepast and a
thorough knowledge of the rules
of the association as well as the
AMA Grand National rules has
been very helpful in flagging the
racesfor thelast threeyears.
What will people see when at-
tending flat track motorcycle
races? Racersof all agescompet-
ing with racers of nearly equal
skill, age and size of racing ma-
chines. Theopenprosportclassis
the fastest topping speeds of one
hundred miles an hour on the
straight aways as the riders lean
the bike to the left and begin to
slide into the corner to begin
“scrubbing” off enough speed to
negotiate the corner. The riders
wear aspecial steel plate ontheir
|eft foot so the foot can be placed
onthegroundto assist in stabiliz-
ingthebikewhileitisdidingside-
waysaround thecorner. Theplate
doesgeneratesomeheat duetothe
frictiononthegroundandtheterm
“Hot Shoe”, referring to a fast
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racer, was begun.

Classes of riders range from
four year olds competing on 50cc
machines on a short course
marked off in front of the grand-
stand through the sixty plus vin-
tageclassthat requiresriderstobe
older that sixty and the bike over
thirty yearsold. Enginedisplace-
ment classesstart at 50cc asstated

and continue on to 65cc, 85cc,
250cc, 505cc and the open class.
Skill classesrangefromamateur
peewees on 50cc bikes to Pro
and ProSport. ProSport is the
class that races in the Grand
National circuit. Theracers
intheProSport qualify for

Grand National points

and contingency prize
money supplied this
year by Honda. There
arel6 classesinall.
The PeeWee classin-
cludes many of the
racer’s children. The
short track is marked
off in front of the
grandstand with lines
and pylons. The 50cc
bikesareraced by rid-
ersfromfour yearsold
up to seven. This age group
alsoracesinthe65cc class.

The next group of youngsters
ride the big track on 85cc ma-
chines that are surprisingly fast.
Someof themoreadvancedriders
inthisclassalso raceinthe 250cc
class.

Several classesof vintageraces
are featured. Riders must be at
least 30 yearsold to racein these
classes. The machines haveto be
pre-1975. Many of thevintagerac-
ersareretiredtouring proswhono
longer wishto chasethepoint, but
arenot ready to quit. The vintage
classruns100 mphonthestraight
away’s.

Heat raceslast six laps and the
feature raceslast ten laps. Riders
race for the chance to ride in the
feature events by placing well or
winning the heat races. When
morethan 100 ridersattend, there
isplenty of racing action.

Flat track racing today is tech-
nically much different than the
early years, but the goal remains
the same— towin.

(Continued from Page 1)
lengthy process were several
onlookers including Mr.
Gassmannandhiswife, Vickie.

After the canvassing board
had double checked the num-
bersfromeach precinct County
Clerk Robert Wyatt presented
the provisional ballots and ex-
plained the reason each wasin
question. Out of 30 ballotsin
question, 19 were counted.

Mr. Wyatt opened the enve-
lopeinwhich each provisional
ballot had been placed and
asked Sheriff Thomson to pull
theball ot out whileheexplained
why it was provisional and
whether it should becounted or
not according to the statutes.

 Six of the ballots were
peoplewhotriedtochangefrom
DemacrattoRepublicanorvise
versaat thepolls.

These were not counted be-
causealthoughunaffiliated vot-
ers could choose to vote one
way or the other, party changes
couldnot bemadeat thepolling
place.

* Four ballots were not al-
lowed because the voterswere
not registered.

* Onefirsttimevoterfailedto
providetherequiredidentifica-
tion. The ballot was discarded
becausethe voter failed to pro-
vide identification before the
canvassing began.

* Nine voters had moved but
their ballotswere counted.

» Two people had changed
their names and their ballots
were accepted.

* Three people had problems
becauseof clerical error—two
were a husband-wife couple,
who received incorrect infor-
mation from the clerk’s office
and their ball ots were counted.
Thethirdwasacaseof mistaken
identity. Thevoter wasremoved
fromthelistsbecauseit wasbe-

Election hangs
on single vote

lieved he/she had died.

“We' rehappy totell youheis
still aliveandit’sagoodballot.”
Mr. Wyatt said. “It took us
awhiletofigurethisoneout.”

* Onevoter went tothewrong
polling place but the ballot was
accepted.

 Four unaffiliated voters
asked for Republican tickets
andtheir ballotswereaccepted.

“Wenever turnanyonedown
atthepolls,” Mr.Wyatt said. “1f
you are 18 years of age, livein
thecounty andareaU.S. citizen,
you havetheright tovote.”

Mrs. Gassmann questioned
thelargenumber of provisional
ballots, especially a problem
that had developedinHighland
| precinct.

Mr. Wyatt said that the provi-
sional ballots from Highland |
(the Lenoraarea) had acciden-
tally been put in with the regu-
lar ballots but they had been
found and removed.

He said he wasn’t going to
point any fingersat theelection
crews, whoarelow paid volun-
teers working long hours. The
new federal voting act hasalso
madethingshardtounderstand,
hesaid.

Whileelectionworkersgoto
school, hesaid, mistakesarego-
ingtohappenbut hefeltthey had
been corrected.

Mrs. Gassmann said she un-
derstood that it was confusing
anddifficult andthat sheappre-
ciated Mr. Wyatt answering her
questions.

Mrs. Griffiths said that if the
Gassmannsandtheir supporters
wanted arecount of the ballots
they wouldhavetoputinthere-
quest in writing and include
what part of the vote they
wanted recounted. Those re-
questing a recount must also
post abond to pay for the cost,
which she estimated at $1,200.

FIANSEN MUSEUM

By LEE FAVRE

Aug. 7, was a big day at the
Hansen Museum as nearly 60
members of the Kansas Auction-
eers Association toured the mu-
seum and gallery.

President DonHamit, Stockton,
made arrangementsfor the group
totour themuseumwhileherefor
their mid-summer Convention.
They alsoplannedtovisittheC&R
Railroad Museum to see Bill
Clark’strain set at theHuck Boyd
Center andtoenjoy theparadeand
festivitiesin Phillipsburg.

The last night for the Hansen
Museum sponsored water aero-
bics classes being taught by Jean
Kiser wasAug. 10.

Thisisthe third year that the
museum has sponsored water

aerobics as one of its continuing
education programs.

CindyAgan, watercol or instruc-
tor from South Bend, Ind., will
arrive on Wednesday in prepara-
tionfor thefour-day art class. Ms.
Agan will instruct intermediate
and advanced artistsinaworkshop
from Thursday through Sunday.

Bob StutterheimandthePrairie
WindsBrassbandwill beperform-
ing Saturday evening on the
Hansen Plazalawn in an outdoor
concert, opentothepublic. Theen-
tertainment begins at 7 p.m. so
bring your lawn chairs and enjoy
the great brass sounds.

Don’'t miss the exhibits now
showing in the museum gallery.
Hats and Headdresses and Dali
Revisited.
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