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Onevote

really can

make a difference

You thought your vote didn’t count.
That’s why you didn’t bother to go to the polls.
It was too hot, too cold, too wet, too dry, too early, too late.

You were busy.

The Norton County canvassing board was busy, too. On Mon-
day it looked over all those votes from those who bothered. Those
who cared. Those who took the time to vote.

It took less than two hours but in the end they declared that
John Miller had received 239 and George Gassmann, 238.

That’s one vote. That’s the ballot you either cast or didn’t cast.
Lots of people went to the polls but it was still less than half of
those who could. The state, we are told, is happy with slightly less

than 50 percent. That’s a good turnout, they say.

In Norton County 49 percent of the eligible voters had their say.

The rest didn’t bother, didn’t remember, didn’t care.

After all the regular ballots were counted and checked, Mr.
Miller had 238 and Mr. Gassmann 234 votes to become the
Republican candidate for county commissioner in the Third

District in the November election.

Then they looked at the provisional ballots.
Provisional ballots are those cast by people that may or may not

be eligible.

They let everyone who'’s 18 years old and lives in Norton
County vote. If they have any qualms about the ballot, they put it

in a special envelope.

After everything else is counted the county clerk looks at the
reasons that the provisional ballots were put aside and decides if

they are valid or not.

Then the envelopes are opened, the names destroyed and the

ballots piled on the table.

This year there were 30 provisional ballots. Of those, 19 were

declared valid.

Of those 19, three were Democrats; three were voting in district
two, where there was also a race; seven either didn’t vote for a
commission candidate or were in District 1, where there was no
race and one left the entire ballot blank.

Then there were the votes that counted in District 3 — four of
them for Mr. Gassmann and one for Mr. Miller.

There may be a recount. Mr. Gassmann has the right to ask that
every one of the votes be recounted. One isn’t a very large margin
when you’ve put in all that time, trouble and money.

But, whether there is a recount or not, every vote counts. Every
person willing to go to the polls, every person willing to fill out an
absentee ballot, every person who tried, you have a voice.

You care. Thank you.

Now where were the other 51 percent?

— Cynthia Haynes

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuas or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.
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O Governor Kathleen Sebelius,
300 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan.
66612. (785) 296-2332

0 U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
3514

0 U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521

0 U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519
Longworth House Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20515.
(202) 225-2715
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s the ‘senior’ discount worth It?

can'tdecideif | wanttobeconsidered

asenior citizen or not. A few years

ago, if ateen-aged checker asked me
if I qualified for the senior discount, |
would get indignant, puff up and reply,
“1"drather pay thefull pricethan admit |
wasthat old.”

Now, | scan the advertisementsto see
if I qualify for thediscountsorif | haveto
send Jimin, since hejust crossed the bar
to the higher age range some stores re-
quire.

I’ venoticed, too, that storeclerksdon’t
often ask anymoreif | qualify. They just
assume.

If they weresmart, though, they would
ask everyoneif they qualified. Think of
the goodwill they would create for their
store. Every little 90-year-old lady for
milesaround would shop therejust to be
flattered.
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How many car accidents are caused at
thistime of year, do you think, when a
passenger yells, “L ook at thosenaked | a-
dies!”

Naked ladies are, of course, along-

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

stemmed, pale-pink flower that blooms
around the first of August every year. |
apologizefor not knowing the botanical
name of these unusual flowers, which
derivetheir namefromthefact that there
arenoleavesonthelong slender stalk.

| probably couldn’t pronounce it any-
way.

We have several clusters of the beau-
ties, and| cut alargebouquet for my desk
at work. | wouldn’'t be home enough to
enjoy themthere, andthey arevery short-
lived, so everyoneat the office got to en-
joy them with me. At least | think they
enjoyed them. No one complained of al-
lergies.

A phonecall last Wednesday afternoon
made my day. A little voice on the other
endsaid, “Hi Grandma. | knew youwould
want to know everything about my first
day at school.”

ItwasTaylor, and shehad just finished
her first day of kindergarten.

| asked the usual questions: Did she
have fun? What did she wear? Did she
make any new friends? Is her teacher
nice?Did shelearn anything?

When Taylor talks, you need to“listen
fast” because sherunsat arapid-firerate
punctuated with “Guess what?’ That is
actually arhetorical question, becauseshe
often does not wait for you to answer,
“What?’

Without hesitation, she informed me
that shedidhavefun, that sheworeapink
dresswithflowersonit, that shemadetwo
new friends but she couldn’t remember
their names, andthat her teacher wasnice.
But therewasahesitationwhen| askedif
she had learned anything, followed by &
long, drawn-out, “We-I-I-I-1.”

That’ swhat | thought. Just forget about
school. Shealready knowsit all.

Road workiisn't such a bad thing

e are such creatures of habit.

They openedthenewly rebuilt

twomilesof K-9andU.S. 283,
yet | found myself stopping at the stop
sign (which is no longer there) when |
turned to go to Norton thismorning.

It's like Claudell, near where we are
goingtobemoving. | tell peopleyouturn
andgonorthat Claudell. Y ep, turnwhere
theelevator used to be.

| got totravel the new road Sunday.

| don’t think | stopped then but it was
foggy sol wasn'tgoingvery fastanyway.
It wasdark when | camehomesothefull
impact of the new road did not register.

They dosuchagoodjobof blendingthe
new inwith the old that one hasto really
think to remember what it wasoncelike.
Before long we won't even remember
how thingsusedto be, and we' Il forget to
begrateful for theimprovements.

Likelongingforthegoodolddays. Sure
lifewassimpler but dowereally want to
have to use the outhouse in the dead of
winter?

Itisinterestingto metowatchtheroad
construction. By travelingthebypassroad
at 40 mphwegot afirst-hand view of the
new road asitwasbeing built. Well, some
of ustraveled 40 mph, someof usgot tick-
ets.

Thebypasscausedalot of confusionfor
motoristsunfamiliar withthearea. Many
times | have seen cars coming from
Norton and missit.

They went to the corner and turned
around. Or justlammedonthebrakesand
backed up. Some turned and came west
very slowly.

They would get afew yards, amileor
maybe clear to Lenora before knowing
something was not right but unsurewhat
todoabout it.

It hasbeenamusingtowatch. What are
touristsfor excepttoamusethelocal s?(Or
isthat loco?)

They are already tearing the bypass
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road out. That is an interesting process
aso. | likewatchingthebig machinesjust
eat up the asphalt and augur it into the
trucks.

Y ouareprobably thinking not only am

I loco but | am very easily entertained.

Okay, maybe | do need to get off the
farmmoreoften. It sgoingtobeeasier to
do comeNovember when theroad opens
toHill City again.

Can you imagine that trip without all
those littleroller coaster hills? That will
really begreat. Itlookslikethereisgoing
to be some major renovation of U.S. 36
west of Norton, the railroad overpass on
the east end of townisvastly improved.

It is good to see these projectsin the
worksor done.

Now if | canjust remember not to stop
wherethe stop sign used to be.

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Mother-in-law proud of candidate

TotheEditor:

(An open letter to Doug Sebelius)

Dear Doug,

| ampackingtogotoDenver sol won't
see you until | return. Before leaving,
however, | wantedtotell you | am proud
of you for being honest and running a
clean campaign.

Itismuch better tobehonest and losea
political job than to lie about your
opponent’s beliefs and win. Since your
opponent received money to back him

fromlobbyistsin Topeka(accordingtoe
flashy card sent through the mail where
hequotedyouincorrectly) hewill now be
indebted to them.
Will that be helpful to constituentsin
northwestern Kansas?
I’mvery proud of youfor being honest,
Doug.
Love,
Y our mother-in-law,
Francine Gruver
Norton

Oregon man isn't pleased with the paper

TotheEditor:

Thisisjust to let you know how | feel
about what has been a good home town
paper up until thelast two years.

Thepricehaswent upabout double, has
cut down to two papers aweek and very
little news. Also all other newspapersin
thevicinity help out the senior citizens.

| haveenclosed my check for onemore

year. From all my friends in Kansas

(Norton) | hear nothing but negative re-

marksabout what usedto beagood home
town paper.

Frank Horesky

Forest Grove, Ore.



