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\White House
wannabes should
watchwhat they say

The figure at Sen. John Kerry’s side — wife Teresa Heinz Kerry —
took the spotlight even before the Democratic National Conven-
tion opened in Boston earlier this week.

She had an exchange the other evening with a reporter, and it
ended in aremark that caught national attention. Simply put, she

said, “Shove it.”

Not very lady like, especially when you’re out in the public
where other ears can pick up on conversation. But Mrs. Kerry is
Mrs. Kerry and warmth doesn’t quite seem to be her strong point.
There’s not that fuzzy-warm smile and other things that would
make you want to run up and hug her. We could be totally wrong
but the only way we can gauge her is by what we observe on

television.

Mrs. Kerry’s comment of course was of no match to the com-
ment made by Vice President Dick Cheney in the Senate cham-
ber. We can’t and won’t play it out, although it, too, consisted of
two words. The first word began with the sixth letter in the alpha-

bet.

Now, you would think people in such high places would weigh
their comments before making them. Cool heads must prevail.
After all Mr. Cheney is a heart beat away from the presidency, and
Mrs. Kerry could be the first lady after the votes are counted in 49

states and Florida on Nov. 2.

Does a potential first lady have any influence on how one would
mark a ballot on election day? We haven’t seen any studies —
how’d that ever happen? — dealing with that topic, although
there are studies that show vice presidential candidates seem to

be irrelevant.

Well, as we wing our way in to and out of the conventions this
summer and into the fall period of serious campaigning, the
Democrats will have their “two-word” wannabe first lady and the
Republicans will have their “two word” wannabe re-elected vice

president.

We’ve got two words for those two but we aren’t running for

anything so we won’t waste our breath.

— Tom A. Dreiling

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Hogs don’t smell like roses to Norton man

Dear Editor,

Asl read thelatest sugar-coated drivel
fromthecontinuing sagaof “ Why Pigstys
AreGood For You”, itwasnot surprising
that Nel son Farmscontinued to deny any
andall problemswiththeodor and stench
generated by their hog operations.

Nelson Farms knows that their only
defense supporting the pollution is to
compl etely deny that the problem exists.

Nelson Farmshaveal ready appliedfor
a permit to expand the site closest to
Almenafromtheexisting 16,000 head to
52,000 head; morethantriplingitssize.

With the elections so near, the timing
of these articles makes it highly suspi-
ciousthat it is a ploy to promote candi-
datesonthecounty and statelevel whoare
advocates of large hog facilities. If any-
one reading this is against unchecked
mega-hog corporationexpansion, | would
suggest you be very, very careful where
the candidates in this upcoming election
stand on theseissues.

Respectfully,
John Arford
Norton

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

L etterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.
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Remodeling makes life... Interesting

eople keep asking how our re-
Pmodel ing projectiscomingalong.
Thebest answer isslow.

| got miffed because— as| perceived
it— no onewascooperatingwithmeand
wedidn’t get thethingsdonethat needed
tobedonebeforethecarpet peoplecame.

After | canceledthat, everyonegot real
busy and made a huge mess, which they
left for someone else (me) to clean up. |
started on it but it was so hot that day |
could not bear it.

Andsincethisisthelast year Triciacan
bein 4-H and the fair was coming up |
decided to ignore it. After all, barring
somesort of disaster, it sgoingtobethere
when| decidel havetime.

M eanwhiletheweather cooled off and
Grandmadecidedtocleanupthebigmess.

Everyone else is grousing about this
because every timesomeonecleans(that
wouldbeGrandmaor me) they claimthey
can’t find anything. It isbeyond me how
they can remember where they dropped
a screwdriver three days ago but find it
unhandy to look on ashelf where all the
toolshavebeenlaid.

| say, “Way togo, Grandma!”

Saturday, beforethestylerevue, itwas
niceand cool so | decided to go over and
finish my little wallpapering project.
Wow, was the house clean. Way to go,

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

Grandma!

| must confess that when | went to re-
moveaswitchplatel couldn’ tfindascrew-
driver, but that wasaminor irritation com-
pared tothejoy of having aclean house.

Kate was getting her stuff together as
shewasmovingthenext day but shetook
time to finish the tiling project she had
started in the upstairs bathroom. If this
teacher thing doesn’t work she can have
acareer asatilelayer. Itisjust looking
super.

Just one praoblem, you wouldn’t want
the homeowners around when she was
working. | could hear her and her sister.

Their conversation was punctuated
with lots of “Oops!” “Oh-oh,” “Sorry,”
“Isit okay?’

Y ou get theidea. Not what you really
want to hear.

However, | havedecidedif someoneis
going to do something for me | am not

going to micro-manage it. Especially
when the priceof labor isright — free.

We have acarpenter, who we pay, but
he also doubles as the hired man. He
charges|esswhen he swaths hay or runs
the combine, so the hubby is not very
motivated to keep himinthe house.

Thereisoneroom in the house that i
pretty much done. ThatisTricia's.

Didyou ever seeoneof thoseold mov-
ieswhereyou gointoadeserted, haunted
house and suddenly you open adoor and
find a furnished room where they are
keepingafair damsel indistressor maybe
an insane relative? (No comment on
whichiscloser tothetruth.)

ThatisTricia sroom. Andsheispretty
bummedthat sheisn’tgoingtogettolive
therebecause shegoingto school Aug. 8.

AndKateisgoing Aug. 2. Shehasheen
suchanenthusiastichelper. What will we
dowithout her?

Elizabeth is already moved but sheis
till sleeping at our house. She seemsto
think Aug. 1 or 2would be agood day to
take up her new residence.

So how’ s our remodeling project go-
ing?When arewe going to move?

Well, about ayear ago Junior said we
were going to move as soon as Tricié
graduated. | thought he met high school
but now | am thinking— college?

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Rasure too young for the Senate? Prairie View man thinks so

TotheEditor,

There are anumber of interesting pri-
mary racescoming up.

| would like to address just one. The
statesenateracebetween Ral ph Ostmeyer
and Dan Rasure.

I’'veknownRalphforyearsthroughhis
involvementwith FarmBureau. I’ msure
Dan’sagood guy, if hewinsthe primary
I’ support him, but | can’tin this elec-
tion.

| guessyou can call meacrotchety old
curmudgeon, but theguy i sjust tooyoung.
He'slike 22 or 23 or something, just out
of college. | mean, | haveshoesolder than
that. Not that that means anything, of
course, it’ sjust an observation.

| guess| look at it thisway. It would
seem to methat being astate senator isa
pretty lofty position. | would think of it
more as the culmination of alifetime of
public service, rather than one’s first

elected office.

| think ayoung man just starting off
should start out down at the grass roots,
so to speak. Get on the school board, fair
board, churchor civiccommittees. Getan
idea of what people are doing and think-
ing.

Thereisno way aguy just out of col-
legehasany real connectiontothevoters
of northwest Kansas. | don’t care how
good of ayoung man heis. Up until this
pointin hislifehehasknown nothing but
school. School isn'tlife.

Think back tohow youfeltabout lifeat
22. Have your ideals changed? Maybe
not. Hasyour understanding of your pri-
orities and goals changed? | guarantee
they have. | just think that for ayoung
politician, those life-changing experi-
ences should happen at home, notin To-
peka.

Dan appears to be running for ajob.

Personally, | don’t liketheideaof career
politicians. | think we can do better.
Ralph Ostmeyer is a conservative olo
farmer. He' s been a state representative
for four years. Heonly decidedto runfor
senateafter Stan Clark’ sdeath. Hehas40
years of public service and community
involvement behind him. Hehasaknown
voting record. He' s tight with the purse
strings. | have no doubt that | will bang
heads with him over school funding. If |
were solely interested in amore liberal
vote on education spending, I’ d vote for
Rasure, but there are anumber of other
issuesthat cameinto play, aswell.
Ralph Ostmeyer bringsalot of experi-
enceanddependability tothetable. I think
hewill represent Northwest Kansasvery
well.
GaleHays,
PrairieView

U.S. Senator’s Republican opponent was once a Democrat

Dear Editor,

Unsuspecting Republican voters
should know that Arch Nanamone (U.S.
Senator Sam Brownback’ s opponent in
the upcoming Aug. 3 primary) was until
April 19, 2004, aDemocrat who became
aRepublicanto createaprimary.

Themediahasnot consideredthat tobe
noteworthy.

One eastern Kansas newspaper en-
dorsed Nanamone stating, “Sam
Brownback hasbecometheleader against
stem-cell research, vital to curing diseases
and saving lives.”

Actually, Senator Sam has been a
leader, supporter and promoter of adult

stem-cell research and as committee
chairperson, held hearingsasrecently as
July 14toinvestigaterecent successwith
adult stem-cell therapy.

The July 15 endorsement did not men-
tion those hearings. That Senator Sam
doesnot support embryonic stem-cell re-
search isagiven, since 20 years of such
research in mice has not cured asingle
mouse, let aloneany human. Infact, em-
bryonicstem-cell therapy hasinstead pro-
duced tumors! Conversely, adult stem-
cell therapy iscuring people and Senator
Brownback wants taxpayer dollars fo-
cused toward success; not failure.

For thosewhoarrogantly orignorantly

accuse Senator Sam of hating gays be-
cause he opposes gay unions, please be
informed. If you understood the magni-
tude of Senator Sam’sheart in all he has
done to defend hurting people here and
abroad, you would acknowledge his
stancefor what it isand nothing more—
the desire to protect traditional family
values, which he highly esteems anc
which are under intense attack on many
fronts.
A moreconscientiouspersonand Sena-
tor youwill not find. Thank you.
Respectfully,
Carolyn Simms
Republican



