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State senate candidates

Republican started
primary work early

By TOM BETZ

The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland manwasthefirstto
announcefor theDistrict 40 State
Senateseat sevenmonthsago, and
he is working hard in the final
weeksbeforetheprimary election
towin.

Dan Rasure, 22, 22001 gradu-
ate of Goodland High School,
opened acampaignoffice inJanu-
ary and has been busy traveling
aroundthe40th District and meet-
ing people. Heis seeking the Re-
publican nomination for the seat.

“We have driven 32,000 miles
sofar,” hesaid.

TheSenatedistrict hasgrownby
three counties this year, and Mr.
Rasure seesthat asagood thing.

“| like the addition of the three
new counties,” hesaid. “It brings
anew emphasison oil and gasex-
ploration which we have in the
district, andthecorrectional satel-
litefacility in Stocktonwhichthey
want to expand.”

Mr. Rasure served internships
for Congressman Jerry Moranand
Sen. Sam Brownback while fin-
ishing his bachelor of business
management at M cPherson Col-
lege last year. Graduating in De-
cember, Mr. Rasure decided to
comeback to Goodland and work
with his parents, Kevin and
ChristieRasure, at thefamily busi-
ness, Rasure’ sDo It Center.

Whenheannouncedfor the Sen-
ateseat heldby thelate Stan Clark,
R-Oakley, Mr. Rasuresaid hefelt
it was time for a change after 10
years.

Mr. Rasuresaid hebelieveshis
youthismoreof anadvantage, and
that his enthusiasm isavaluable
asset.

“People want to see the young
peoplegetinvolved andknow that
weneedthat typeof enthusiasmto
help keep people in northwest
Kansas.

“Y oung people want to come
back here, and we need to find
waysto help them.”

Askedtocomparehimselftohis
Republicanopponent, Rep. Ralph
Ostmeyer of Grinnell, Mr. Rasure
said he thinks he knows the edu-
cation system better.

“l understandtheeducationsys-
tem and how important itistothe
area,” hesaid. “1f wedon't havea
changewemay seeasmany asfive
districts close in the next year or
two.

“Ostmeyer is part of the prob-
lem as he has been on the educa-
tion committee for years and his
solution has been ‘let it rain, and
everything will beall right.’

“We have seen droughts and
times of rain, but the population
continues to decline, and our
schoolsarein trouble now.”

Looking at the school finance
situationMr. Rasuresaysitistime
for the hard decisions.

“We need to make a commit-
ment that nobody leaves Topeka
until they get somethingdone,” he
said. “Wehave not seen anything

Dan Rasure

in four years, and the legislators
have gone home saying they can-
not solveit.

“Theproperty taxeskeepgoing
up, and | don't feel thisisagood
way forlocal peopletohaveto pay
to keep the schools open.

“1 believe we need a statewide
plan, and that we probably only
haveayear or twoto convincethe
representatives from Johnson
County that they should support a
statewide school finance plan.”

If thereneedstobeatax increase
to solve the school finance prob-
lem Mr. Rasure would support it,
butitisnot hisfirst choice.

“1 havebeenvery frustrated be-
cause my opponent has said one
week he would approve atax in-
crease, but the next week he says
hewill not,” Mr. Rasuresaid. “He
signed the tax pledge saying he
would not increase taxes, but has
brokenitinhisvotingin Topeka.

“1 would not signthetax pledge
because | feel that is a closed-
minded way to approach tough
decisions.”

The drought has hurt farmers,
banks and downtown businesses,
and Mr. Rasuresaid hebelievesit
isagood time to push economic
development.

“We need to make sure we are
not overtaxing peopleandwork to
keepasmany hereaspossible,” he
said. “Economic development is
oneof thosethingswhereyouhave
to spend somemoney to bring the
businesstothearea.”

Talking about the costs of agri-
cultureleadsto water.

“Wearealwaysgoingtobecon-
cerned about the aquifer,” Mr.
Rasuresaid. “Wedon't know what
wehave, but wedoknow what the
dropsinwater level are....”

Mr. Rasure said he is not sure
whatisthebestway tosavetheagui-
fer, but he does not like Sen. Sam
Brownback’ s* buy-back” plan.

“We have an older farming
base, and | don’t want to seethem
cash out because it is good for
them and not |eave the younger
farmer an option.

“l haveavisionthat weare see-
ing stores open and schools hav-
ing to hire teachers because the
populationisincreasing,” hesaid.
“Itisanicevision, butitisgoing
totakealot of work to get there.”
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Let’s Get The Facts Straight
Re: City/County Cooperation

OCounty helped city with water line to Industrial Park

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell
gaveup hisseatinthestate House
of Representativesto run for the
40th District Senate seat thisfall.

Rep. Ostmeyer, 61, had filed to
retain hisseat asrepresentativefor
the118th District, butwithdrewto
run for the Senate seat that had
been filled by Oakley resident
Stan Clark after his death two
months ago.

Rep. Ostmeyer and Goodland
Republican Dan Rasure will face
each other intheprimary election
Aug. 3, thenthewinner will goup
against Demacrat Tim Peterson of
Monument.

Having just completed his sec-
ond term in the House, Rep.
Ostmeyer said heisgiving up his
seat to run for the Senate because
he feels a conservative needs to
continue on in the 40th District
seat to protect the interests of
northwest Kansas, help reinforce
traditional family values and to
take a stand on issueslike school
funding.

By e-mail, Rep. Ostmeyer an-
swered questionsabout hisstance
onissues ranging from school fi-
nance and economic develop-
ment to water issues and trans-
portation.

Ontheissue of school finance,
Rep. Ostmeyer said he supports
“adequatefunding” for kindergar-
ten through 12th grade education
for all studentsin Kansaswith as
little of the money as possible
coming from the property tax.

“1 would hopethe Kansas L eg-
islature would devel op school fi-
nance | egislation which provides
for minimal reliance on the prop-
erty tax for support of public el-
ementary and secondary schools,”
hesaid.

“Schools will open thisfall,
and the money is already bud-
geted.”

He said taxes shouldn’t be
raised.

Assoon astheeconomy takesa
turnfor thebetter, hesaid, he' dlike
to see some cuts restored in the
state budget.

Those would include demand
transfers, money the stateusually
gives back to cities and counties
for property tax reduction.

Rep. Ostmeyer said it was one
of thefirstthingscutwhenthestate
hit budget troublesand it needsto
berestoredtohigher levelstohelp
local governments.

On economic development, he
said, cities, countiesand devel op-
ment directors need to get in-
volved to “create a business-
friendly atmosphere and havein-
centives to encourage new busi-
nessestorelocatetowesternK an-
Rep. Ostmeyer said heisinfa
vor of alternative energy sources.

“I supportwindfarmsand etha-
nol production,” hesaid.“ | helped
pass tax incentives my first term
for ethanol production.”
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Representative gives
Up seat In the House

Ralph Ostmeyer

Rep. Ostmeyer also said farm-
ersdon’ t need any new regulations
tossed their way.

“This new 2004 economic de-
velopment act will address some
of the problemsin western Kan-
sas,” hesaid.

“1 havealwayssupported diver-
sified farming and most farm is-
sues are solved on the federal
level.”

Water was another issue he
weighedinon.

“Thestateiscurrently working
on water issues,” Rep. Ostmeyer
said.

“Weneed to make suregenera-
tions to come have accessto wa-
ter. We must conserve.”

He touched on transportation
and health care.

Rep. Ostmeyer said he sup-
ported the 2004 transportation
planand hesaidrail serviceneeds
tobeprotected, whichwouldhelp
savewear on roads.

He doesn’t support increasing
speedlimitsinthestatebecausehe
thinks people are already driving
toofast.

Rep. Ostmeyer said the state
must find ways to control health
carecostsor it will “consumethe
total state budget in thefuture.”

“Socializedhealthcareisnot the
answer,” he added.

Asfar asissues in northwest
Kansas are concerned, Rep. Ost-
meyer said he thinks the most
pressing i ssuesare protection of
theground water supply, money
for local government and trying
to stem population lossin the re-
gion.

“When | talk about local gov-
ernment, that includes cities,
countiesand schools,” hesaid.

Rep. Ostmeyer and hiswifeKay
havesevenchildrenand 13grand-
children.

A fourth-generation farmer,
Rep. Ostmeyer and hiswifefarm
withtheir oldest son Terry.

Heisamember of Immaculate
Conception Church of Grinnell
andenjoysspendingtimewithhis
grandchildren and working on
antiquecars.

Ruth Clark, whowasappointed
tofill outher hushband’ sterminthe
senate, but who isn’t running for
election, has given her support to
Rep. Ostmeyer’ shid for the seat.

Re-ELECT

JOHN MILLE

NORTON

o [County built a bridge on Case Street at County cost o
s [Have a joint agreement to chip-seal asphalt roads &
** ODonated to: City Parks, Tennis Courts, Lights at Race Track,

J*  Waterslide at Municipal Swimming Pool *
»© [Bought Road Milings and sold back to city at cost o
O*i OReached dispatcher agreement that was fair and equi-  *'e
ey table for both city and county
0**' OHave city/county clean-up days
OAirport agreement with county support for municipal air-

“.= port
OBeginning hiring director, a phase of economic develop-
ment with city

OSupporting Chamber of Commerce with Economic Devel-
opment Funds

OHave a City Rep from City Council to the County
OCounty furnished $8,000 for new fire equipment to Aimena
from terrorism fund; $10,000 for new fire equipment to Lenora;
$14,000 for Norton City Fire Department

SuPPORT LEROY LANG—
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RepusLICAN 2ND DistricT COMMISSIONER

Working For All Of Norton County

DEARNINRNCNNRNINAN
KT/ /5151816167876

COUNTY
THIRD DISTRICT

COMMISSIONER

=90 Miles New Roads in Norton County
=120 Miles of Road Milings and Reshaped
=21 Bridges in Norton County
Revolving Economic Development
Loans Made in Last Three Years to:
=Miltech <Town and Country Kitchen
=Mortensen Computers
=Hot Shots Photography
=White Fields Coffee House
=0Oak Shop in Almena
=Contributed Funds for Park
Improvement in Alimena and Lenora
<Added Ambulance to Lenora

POLITICAL ADV. FOR JOHN MILLER, KAREN REEDY, TREASURER

Democrat

has

No primary race

By PATTY DECKER
Colby Free Press

BornandraisedinOakley, Tim
Petersonistheonly Democrat vy-
ingforthe40th SenateDistrict seat
that came open following the
deathof Sen. StanClark lastMay.

With Republicans Ralph
Ostmeyer and DanRasurebattling
it out, Mr. Peterson won't know
until after the August primary who
his challenger will be.

He said he hadn’t planned on
running for the Senate, but plans
changed when Mr. Clark was
killed earlier thissummer.

Mr. Peterson has served as the
chair for the First District Demo-
crats since 2001 and wasitstrea-
surer from 1995-2001.

Mr. Petersonsaid histoppriori-
tieswill be school finance and
health careissues.

Admitting that the problems
withschool financedidn’ t happen
overnight, he said, it isn't some-
thing that will be fixed overnight
either.

Asfor any increases in school
finance, Mr. Petersonsaid hewill
not support unnecessary taxes.

“Therearetwoimportant ques-
tions that must be answered,” he
said. “First, can we make more
dollarsavailablefor theclassroom
by streamlining administrative
costs?and second, arethereareas
inour stategovernment wherewe
canreallocatemoney tobeused by
schools?

“If taxes must be raised,” he
said, “1 will not support any legis-
lation that raises property taxes.”

Mr. Peterson said he believes
the state should work tolower the
cost of hedlth careand helpexpand
the prescription drug program.

“Our senior citizens should not
haveto choosebetween medicine
andfood,” hesaid,“andthecostis
alsoforcingmiddleclassfamilies
to gamble on their health care
needs. Thisisnot right.”

Proper health care should be
providedtoeveryone, hesaid,and
that can be done without social-
ized health careplans.

A great potential for jobsin
Kansas would be to look at eco-
nomic development based on
value-added industries, he said.

“Likewise, wehaveonly begun
to tap our tourism industry in
northwest Kansas,” he said. “We
must work together asanorthwest
Kansasregiontodevel opourtour-
ism industry, and that will take
leadership that | will try to pro-
vide.”

He said he believes peoplein
this area are concerned with the
survival of their families.

“We want the best for our chil-
dren and our older parents,” he
said, “and we want to keep our
townssafeand healthy.”

Kansasisthebest placetolive,
hesaid, and hewantsto seeit stay
that way.

Mr. Peterson said he thinkswe
must encourage development of
ethanol alcohol plants and other

Republican Candidate

for Norton County
Commissioner
District Two

Tim Peterson

agriculture-related industries.

“Theincreasedemandfor grain
by ethanol plants raises the local
grainprices,” hesaid.“ A few cents
per bushel increase in the local
price of grain translates into mil-
lions of dollarsto be circulatec
locally.”

There are no easy solutionsin
keeping peoplefarming, he said.

“Structural changesto agricul-
turehaveturnedfarmersintoman-
agers,” hesaid, “andsmaller prof-
its per acre have forced farming
operationsto becomelarger.”

Mr. Petersonsaid, thebest thing
the government can do regarding
the drought is to provide needed
servicesasefficiently aspossible
to keep taxes|ow.

ThePetersonfamily farmslanc
east of Page City, in northwest
Logan County, and grow wheat,
milo, corn and sunflowers on
2,800 acres.

“1 believe that administrative
cost for state government shoulc
be the same as any well run busi-
nessor charity,” hesaid, “ andthat
is, around 3to 5 percent of theto-
tal budget.

“1 don’t think we have reached
this objective, and if economic
factors change, we must be pre-
pared for worst-case scenarios.”

Another economic devel op-
ment issue Mr. Peterson believes
iscritical isthe state’ shighways.
Hesaid the statemust continueits
highway program.

He said he would support rais-
ing the speed limit.

Mr. Peterson and his wife
Rebekah have two children, ages
12 and 10. His educational back-
groundincludesaBachel or of Arts
degree from the University of
Kansaswithamajoringeography
and quantitative methods (statis-
tics). Two years ago, he became
nationally registered as an emer-
gency medical technician anc
serves with the Logan County
Emergency Medical Service.

He isthe past chairman of the
Farm Service Agency state com-
mittee and currently servesasthe
vice-chair of theKansas Agricul-
tural Remediation Board. Mr.
Peterson was appointed to the
board by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
and confirmed by the K ansas Sen-
atein January.

= Lifelong Norton Resident
= Farm Bureau Board for eight years — President two

terms

= Norton County Co-op Board since 1990 —

Chairman six years

= Airport Board 20 years — Current President
| want to be a commissioner for all people
of the county. My goal is to bring cooperation
between county and city government.

Your support on August 3
will be greatly appreciated.

Pd. Adv. by Ivan Kingham for District 2, Norton Co. Comm., Craig Renner, Treas.




