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ris Davis follows through as he belts a single during the Norton K-18’s 13-4 win
over Plainville here on Tuesday evening. Davis went 2 for 3 at the plate in the game.
Norton also won the opener of the doubleheader by a 5-0 score.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

K-18 team wins doubleheader

By DICK BOYD

TheNortonK-18baseball team
avengedadoubleheader losstothe
Cardinals on June 22 when they
defeated Plainville in a double-
header on Tuesday at John Ryan
Fieldin Norton.

Nortonwontheopener 5-0, then
blasted the Cardinals 13-4 in the
nightcap.

First Game

Nortonscoreditsfirstruninthe
bottom of thefirstwhen Todd Bolt
singled, Logan Keiswetter and
Todd Zink both doubled and
K eiswetter scored.

The Blue Jays added two more
inthe bottom of the second when
Aaron Danielswashit by apitch,
Pat Burton singled and Daniels
and Burton came home.

Thefina twoNortonrunscame
in the bottom of the third when
Bolt walked, Keiswetter singled,
Zink doubled, BlakeWolf singled
and Bolt and K eiswetter scored.

Chris Davis was the winning
pitcher. He scattered four hits,
struck out four and did not walk a
single batter.

The losing pitcher was
Brungardt. Hegaveup seven hits,
walked two and did not strike out
any batters.

Leadinghittersfor Nortonwere
Zink andK eiswetter. Zink blasted
twodoublesintwotimesat bat and
Keiswetter hitadoubleandsingle
intwo timesat the plate.

Second Game

Plainvilletook a3-0leadinthe
top of thefirst onfivehits. Norton
scoredjust oneinthebottomof the
firsttotrail 3-1.

Keiswetter singled and Zink
doubled him home.

Plainvilleaddedtoitslead with
one in the top of the second to
makeit 4-1.

TheBlueJaysaddedsix of their
owninthebottom of theinningto
takea7-4 advantage.

Travis Ray walked; Daniels
singled; Burton walked; Zach
Dolewalked; Davisand Boltboth
singled; and Ray, Daniels, Burton,
Dole, Davisand Bolt al scored.

Plainvillewasheld scorelessthe
rest of thegameand Norton added
fivemorerunsinthebottomof the
third and onein thefourth.

In the third, Blake Wolf and
Daniels both singled; Burton,
David Counter and Dole walked:;
Davis and Bolt both singled and
K eiswetter doubled. Wolf, Burton,
Counter, Dole and Davis scored.

Inthebottom of thefourth, Zink
walked and scored Norton's last
run. Plainville's scoreless top of
thefifth madethefinal 13-4infa-
vor of Norton.

Keiswetter was the winning
pitcher. Hegaveuptenhits, struck
out four and walked one.

Thelosing pitcher wasDix. He
gave up 10 hits, walked nine and
struck out just two.

L eading hittersfor Nortonwere
Davis, Bolt, Keiswetter and
Daniels. All went two for three at
theplate. All hit singlesexcept for
Keiswetter’'sdoubleinthethird.

K-18 baseball team begins

POSt-season

TheNortonK-18baseball team
will begin post-season play to-
night in Stockton in the Sub-Re-
gional Tournament.

NortonistheNo. 4 seeded team
from the north and will play
Russell, the No. 1 seeded team
fromthe south, ina6 p.m. game.

play today

Gametimefor Nortonon Satur-
day and Sunday will depend upon
today’ sresultsinthedouble-€limi-
nation tourney.

Thetopfiveteamsinthetourney
will advancetotheRegional Tour-
nament next Friday, Saturday and
Sunday in Smith Center.

Hitting troubles give Legion two losses

By DICK BOYD

The Norton American Legion
baseball team had trouble hitting
on Tuesday evening in Plainville
and the result wastwo | osses.

First game

TheBlueJayshadonly twohits
in the first game and no runs as
Plainville blanked them 9-0.

TheCardinalsscoredonerunin
the bottom of thefirstinning, one
in the bottom of the second, four
inthebottom of thethirdandthree
inthe bottom of thefourth.

Winning pitcher was Kendall
Nuss. He walked no batters and
struck out eight.

Losing pitcher was Denton
Bailey. He gave up nine hits,

walked just one batter and struck
out three.
Second game

Nortontook al-Oleadinthetop
of the first inning when |eadoff
hitter Josh Green walked and
scored. Plainvilletied thescoreat
1-al inthe bottom of theinning.

Neither team scored in the sec-
ond inning. Norton scored two
runsinthetop of thethird stanza.
Green singled, Denton Bailey
doubled him home, David
Schlegel singled and Drovein
Bailey. McChesney doubled but
died on baseand Norton led 3-1.

Plainville scored three runsin
the bottom of the third, however,
totake a4-3 lead. The Cardinals

added another runinthebottom of
thefourth stanzato makeit 5-3.

TheBlueJaysadded another run
in the top of the fifth inning to
makeit 5-4. Schlegel singled and
wasdrivenhomeonahit by Look.

Plainville scored eight more
runsinthefifthinningtomakethe
final 13-4.

Garciawasthewinning pitcher.
He gave up seven Norton hits,
walkedthreebattersand struck out
nine.

Schlegel wasthelosing pitcher.
Hegaveupsevenhits, walkedfour
and struck out six batters.

Schlegel wastheleading batter
for Norton. Hewent 2 for 3 at the
plate.
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Legion team battles Stockton

By DICK BOYD

The Norton American Legion
baseball team defeated Stockton
in aweather-delayed finish of a
game played July 5 in Stockton
and lost two close games to the
Tigers at John Ryan Field in
Norton on Monday.

Broketietobeat Stockton

On July 5, Norton played a
doubleheader at Stockton. The
Blue Jays lost 5-4 in the opener.
The nightcap wastied 9-al at the
end of regulation but the contest
did not go into extrainnings due
to inclement weather. The game
wascompleted Monday night and
Norton won 12-9 in three extra
innings.

Ka Mann walked to start the
bottom of the tenth inning. L ead-
off batter Josh Green singled and
Dan Roeder singled to drivein
Mann. David Schlegel singledand
Brock McChesney doubled to
driveinGreenand Schlegel togive
Norton the 12-9 win.

Roeder wasthewinning pitcher.
Hegaveupthreehits, walked two
battersand struck out three.

B.Kriley wasthelosing pitcher.
he gave up five hits, walked two
batters and struck out four. None
of the Norton players had more
thanonehit. McChesney’sdouble
was the only extra-bases hit by a

Blue Jay.

Second Game

In the first full game of the
evening, Nortonlost4-3. Stockton
scored inthetop of the second in-
ning and Nortontied it at 1-all in
the bottom of the second when
Schlegel walked and scoredwhen
Korey Look doubled.

Stockton added two more runs
in the top of the third and Norton
added oneruninthebottomof the
stanzato makethescore 3-2. Josh
Greensingled, Denton Bailey got
on base via an error, Roeder
walked and M cChesney got on
base via an error. Green was the
only Norton player to score.

Norton tied the scoreat 3-all in
the bottom of the fourth inning
when Jared Mindrup walked and
Kai Mann batted him home.

Stocktonscoredthewinningrun
inthetop of thefifthinning when
C. Kriley belted a home run.
Norton had playerson baseinthe
bottom of the sixth and seventh
innings but couldn’t get any of
them home.

Winning pitcher wasB. Kriley.
He gave up three Norton hits,
walked six and struck out six bat-
ters.

Roeder was the losing pitcher.
Hegaveup four hits, walked four
and struck out six battersin five
innings. Hewasrelieved by Tyler
Rutherford who gave up two hits,

walked none and struck out four
battersintwo innings.
Third Contest

Inthenightcap, Stocktonwon 6-
2.

Nortonscoredfirstinthegame.
TheBlueJaystook al-Oleadinthe
bottom of thesecondinningwhen
Roeder blasted a home run over
the center field fence!

Stockton tied the score at 1-all
witharuninthetop of thethird.

The Tigers tallied three more
runsinthetop of thefourthtomake
thescore4-1.

OneNortonruninthebottom of
the fourth made it 4-2. Roeder
doubledand Schlegel singled him
home.

Two more runs by Stockton in
the top of the fifth went unan-
swered by Nortoninthebottom of
thefifth and Stockton took the 6-
2win.

Winning pitcher was Stithem.
He gave up eight Norton hits,
walked one batter and struck out
five.

Rutherford was the losing
pitcher. He gave up five hits,
wal kedthreebattersand struck out
five.

Leadinghittersfor Nortonwere
Roeder and Rutherford. Roeder hit
a home run and double in twc
times at bat. Rutherford hit two
timesinthreetimesat bat.

Legion team loses to Holdrege

By DICK BOYD

The Norton American Legion
baseball team played their final
regular season game on Wednes-
day against an outstanding
Holdrege, Neb. team and lost a
hard-fought 9-5 contest.

Holdregetook anearly leadwith
onerunineachof thefirst twoin-
nings. Norton took a 3-2 advan-
tageinthe top of thethird inning
when Tom Graham, Denton
Bailey and Josh Green singled,
Eric Burtonand Tyler Rutherford
walked and Bailey, Green and
Burton scored.

Holdregetied the score at 3-all
with one run in the bottom of the
third inning.

Norton regained the lead with
two runsin thetop of thefifthin-
ning. Burtonsingled and stolesec-
ond. Rutherford got on baseviaa
fielder’s choice as Burton came
home. Dan Roeder singled and
Rutherford scored.

Holdregecameright backinthe
bottom of thefifth stanzato score
onerunandcut Norton’sleadto5-
4.

The Blue Jays were unable to
score the rest of the nine innings
but Holdrege tallied twice in the
bottom of the sixth inning, twice
in the bottom of the seventh and
onceinthebottom of theeighthto
makethefinal score 9-5.

J. Grimm was the winning
pitcher. He allowed eight Norton
hits, walked four battersand struck
out nine.

Rutherford pitchedfourinnings
for Norton. He gave up five hits,
walkedthreebattersand struck out
one. Bailey wasthelosing pitcher.
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He relieved Rutherford and
pitched threeinnings. Hegaveup
four hits, walked three and struck
out two. Roeder relieved himin
the final inning. He gave up one
hit, walked one and struck out
none.

Burton was leading hitter for
Norton. Hewent 2 for 3 from the
plate. Bailey was2for 4and Green
was?2for 5.

“We've struggled offensively
the last several weeks,” said
Norton Coach Brandon Gay. “ Our
pitching has remained strong all
season, but our hitters haven't
been hitting as well as they can.
Fortunately, thebatsarestartingto
comearound. Several guysstarted
coming out of slumpsin the last
gamewith Plainvilleand thenwe
hit the ball well at Holdrege.

“We played very well early in
the season against some tough
teams, but not always quite well
enough to beat them and then we
struggled later in the season
against easier teams. That hasn't
left uswithmany wins, but wefeel

good about whereweare heading
into the Zone Tournament. Our
pitching will keep uscompetitive
andthehittersarecomingaround.

“Holdrege was good practice
for the Zone Tournament. They
havea32-14recordandhavebeen
beating teams like Kearney and
Hays, so they’ retough.

“The Holdrege game was the
first time all season we' ve been
ableto put almost the entire team
onthefield. Jared Foley isstill re-
coveringfromhisshoulder injury,
but he’'s able to play. Brock
McChesney hasafingerinjury that
ispainful and requirestwofingers
to betaped together. hecan't get &
goodgriponthebat or ball, but he's
atoughkidand he'sgoingto play.
Wealsogot EricBurtonback from
an illness. For those reasons anc
theplayers’ other activities, we' ve
been short-handed all season.

NEXTACTION

The Norton American Legion’s
nextgameswill beinthepost-season
ZoneTournamentonThurs, Fri., Sat.
and Sun., July 22-25in Colby.
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