Rain dampens
everything but spints

Y ou just can’t get anything done around here thismonth.
Farmerswould be ableto get their wheat in, such asitis. If itweren’t

for all that pesky rain.

Most townscan’t even have aproper Fourth of July, with fireworks
rained out for two days straight. Norton was one of thefew inwestern
Kansasto get their show over before the downpour.

City officialscan stop worrying about what day itis. Nobody’ swater-

ing thelawn.
Gofigure.

For fiveyears, itwould hardly rain at all.

Now it doesn’t want to stop.

Y et, with theinconvenience and thelossin quality of what wheat there
is, wedon’t hear anyone complaining.

Not at all.

Cornisgrowing. Miloissprouted. Sunflowersarereaching for the

sky. Pasturesaregreen.

Noonethinksitistoowet, at least not sofar, asif suchathingis

possibleinwestern Kansas.

So, it seems, everything has changed. And curiously, nothing has

changed.

Farmerstill gather to talk about theweather. Crewswait to get

combinesback into thefields.

Theprice of wheat will bethe sametomorrow asitwasin May, or

nearly so.

The government keepstrying to makethingsright, but thefarm

population keepsdwindling.

There' |l till bealot of 60-something farmersout there, with darned
few 30-somethingsto buy or leasetheir land. There' sone morebig

shakeout coming.

But therewill beafall harvest thisyear. The corn probably won't die

and shrivel likeitdidlast year.

Combineswill reap cornand milo astheweather turnscool, at least, if
therain stopslong enough to let them into thefield.

Heck, at thisrate, there could be some wheat standing in September.

Nobody’ scomplaining. The drought may not be over, but thingslook
aheck of alot better than they have been.

We'll taketherain.

—SeveHaynes

Children need comfort,
help during a divorce

Dear Plain Sense:

| amintheprocessof divorceandwon-
dering how thismight affect my children.
What do | tell them? How do | explain
what isgoingon?

While the adultsinvolved in ending a
relationship might be devastated aswell
asrelieved, thechildrenwhoareinvolved
will probably befeeling, intheleast, con-
fused, worried and even frightened.

Divorcecan bemisinterpreted by chil-
dren unless parents provide some expla-
nation. Children often believethey have
caused the conflict and feel that the di-
vorceistheir fault.

Parents do not have to explain all the
personal problems, but they do need to
reassuretheir childrenthat they arenotto
blame.

Childrenmost oftenworry that they will
haveto moveto anew house, leavetheir
friendsor attend adifferent school.

Itisimportant that parentstalk to their
children about pending changes, aswell
asallowing themto ask questions.

Very young childrenwill react moreto
the obvious changes, such as aparent’s
continuing absence or amove.

Older children, who have amore ma-
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tureconcept of theissues, will havereac-
tionsrelatedtotheir personal senseof loy-
aty andfairness.

Parents should be alert to signs of dis-
tress.

Y oung children tend to react with be-
havior changes such as angry outbursts,
being uncooperative or withdrawing.

Older childrenwill experiencemoreof
the sense of loss and feeling of sadness;
their schoolwork may suffer, or they, too,
may exhibit some behavior changes.

Whenthingssettledownandlifeisback
to a sense of normalcy, such behaviors
should diminish.

If problems continue, and especially
when parents become concerned about
their children, it may benecessary to seek
professional help. Counseling and
therapy for familiesand couplesdealing
withdivorcecanbevery beneficial forall
involved.
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Milk cap color makesall the difference

T aylor asked, “What coloristhecap
onyour milk, Grandma?’ “Red,”
| told her.”1’m going to tell my
mom to get that one, ‘ cause it’ s the best
milk intheworld!”

That’s probably not going to fly with
weight and health consciousKara. Sofar,
it's always been skim milk at her house
and shewill beaghast at thethought of her
daughter guzzling gallonsof wholemilk.

—ob—

Saturday we traded one for two.
Taylor’s three weeks were up, and we
were scheduled to pick up Angeliaand
Chantelle. Sometimesit’s alogistical
nightmare to coordinate everyone’s
schedules, but with the help of cell
phones, we all zeroed in on the samelo-
cation.

Thescenariostarted Friday withBecky,
Jim’ syoungest daughter, wholivesin San
Antonio, transferring possession of her
two daughtersto my youngest daughter,
Kara, who livesin Dallas. That was the
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firstleg.

The second leg began Saturday morn-
ing when we headed south with Taylor,
her belongingsand all the” stuff” sheac-
cumulated during her stay.

She was most proud of the Indian ar-
rowhead givento her by amanwholet us
come see his buffalo herd. He probably
keeps a pocketful of replicaarrowheads
just for kids, but Taylor believes it was
dropped by ared, live Indian who used
toridethePlains.

Shealso had to take homeall her Sun-
day school papers, Happy Meal prizes,

pine cones she had gathered and some of
therocks she picked up.

Adam and Kara, along with Angelic
and Chantelle, arrived before us at what
we had determined was the half-way
point. Cell phone communications al-
lowed us to tell them, “Keep on
a comin’,” because we weren't as far
along.

Eventually, we made the connection
anddidthetrade: one5-year-oldforal3-
year-old and a 10-year-old. Pretty much
even-steven.

That completed the third leg, and now
our house is buried in suitcases, clothes
and all kinds of “girly” things. We have
church camp planned for both of them,
two county fairs, wiener roasts, and hope-
fully, lotsof fun.

Thefourthandfinal leg, | suppose, will
be when we have to return them to their
mother, but that’ salmost fiveweeksfrom
now.

WEe Il befineaslongaswedon’ tfalter.

Rain makes yardwork inevitable

appy asl amthat wehavegotten

some rain, it has some unfortu-

natesideeffects. Forthefirsttime
in three years | have to mow after the
Fourth of July.

Threeyearsagothedrought wasnot the
problem but we were visited upon by a
plagueof locusts, or inthiscase, grasshop-
pers.

| tried everything to get rid of the nasty
littlecreaturesbut nothingworked. They
particularly likedthecurrant bushandthe
bleedingheart. They didnot caremuchfor
mums.

Thenextyear thedrought worsenedand
the grasshoppers thrived. They pretty
much ate everything, even the rhubarb
leavesthat are supposedly poisonous.

Last year | wasrecuperating from sur-
gery and having kneeproblems. | toldthe
husband he had to take care of theyard.

Uh Huh, that wasagood idea.

Good news— heimmediately bought
ariding mower. But then he decided that
wasn’t good enough so he used the trac-
tor and bush hog thefirst timehemowed.

| reminded him of thelittlefencediris
bed, which by thistimewas pretty much
overtaken by weeds.

Awhilelater hecamein, “ Abouttheiris
bed. I thought youweretalking about the
plantingsnext tothefour-foot highfence
totheeast.”

Back
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| didn’t even hear therest. Not my fin-
est moment | admit.

Lastfal whenl started putting contain-
ersaway and couldn’ tfind theblueenam-
ewarepail | hadmarigoldsinl askedhim,
“Do you know what happened?’

Helookedvery sheepish. Apparently it
wasacasualty of thesameswathbut at the
timehefelt he had confessed as much as
he could and till live.

The grasshoppers came back, the cur-
rent bush died and even the mums were
eaten back to nubs. But the dry weather
or the cold winter finally got the best of
them. We are grasshopper free this year
(sofar).

Another problem with our yard is an
abundanceof walnut trees. Wehavesome
squirrels (rats with tails) but apparently
not enough astherearewalnutsall over.
It'sliketrying towalk over golf balls.

Then there is the issue of size. On a

farmstead itisdifficulttodecidewhereto
stopmowing. | alwaysuseapush mower
even now that we havetheriding mower
because | find you make fewer mistakes
whenmowinganditiseasier todoedges.

| remember reading about a diet/exer-
cise program once that said mowing did
not count as exercise. Obviously they
haven’t beento my house.

| don't really enjoy yard work all that
much. It astounds me that people who
have a choice would live somewhere
wherethey haveayard totake care of .

Recently my daughter and | weretalk-
ing to my cousin and her daughter about
how difficult it could be to get elderly
peopleto giveup driving. My cousin re-
markedthat shenever caredtodriveany-
way so shewouldn’t mind at all turning
inher keys.

The daughters both agreed that they
would be happy to live in places where
therewasnoyardto carefor.

It isinteresting to see what people
would bewillingtogiveup.

Asweget older we start to think about
whatwecouldlivewithout. Itiscertainly
much easi er to giveup thingsand respon-
sibilitieswenever cared aboutinthefirst
place.

I’m neutral about driving, but | hopel
livelong enough for someoneto take my
yardwork privilegesaway.

Congressman looks at selling wheat to Irag

CongressmanJerry Moran participated
inaHouse Agriculture Committee hear-
ing to review the state of agriculturepro-
duction in Irag and the likelihood of re-
sumingcommercial salesof U.S. agricul-
tural products.

Thehearingal sofocusedonallegations
of improprieties by the Saddam Hussein
regime, resulting in corruption of the
UnitedNations' “Qil for Food” Program.
The United Nations is investigating the
alleged corruption.

“Y ears of financial neglect and an ab-

senceof acommercia marketinlraghave
damaged the country’ s agriculture sec-
tor,” Mr.Moransaid. “Whiletheagricul-
turesectorisrebuilding, Iraqwill haveto
rely on imports of food and agriculture
products. Asthecombinesroll inKansas,
thereis potential to sell Kansaswheat to
Irag.”

Witnessestestified that they are confi-
dent that commercia sales of U.S. agri-
cultureproductswill resumeinirag. They
expect that Irag will need to import 2.6
milliontonsof wheat andonemilliontons

of ricethisyear.

Earlier thisyear, theU.S. sold 325,000
tons of wheat to Irag. Prior to the 1991
Gulf war, theU.S. sold threemilliontons
per year tolrag.

The U.S. agriculture industry is at-
temptingtofoster relationswith|ragi buy-
ers. TheKansasWheat Commission and
others have been working to sponsor &
grouptovisittheUnited States, but prob-
lemsassociated with obtaining visasand
clearanceshaveforcedthegroupto post-
ponethetrip until later.



