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promote patriotism
- ) Happy Independence Day!
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Being an American means being free to
me. Maore and more people every year try
to cometo Americasothey can befreeand
not be pushed around like almost slaves.
Whenthosesoldiersdiedfor us, sowecould
have freedom, it showed us how much
peoplein Americaactually carefor onean-
other and not just their family. Here in

Americaeveryoneisfamily witheveryone.
Beingan Americanmeansal ot to everyone
here, it meanswecan say what wewant and
not get punished for even kidding for what
we say. That's what being an American
meansto me.

Thea Wiseman

I likeliving in Americabecauseit gives
me the right to have freedom. To mefree-
dom meansto beableto choosewhat todo,
however it has limits. | respect the people
who died to preserve this freedom. | feel
lucky that | have freedom because many
countriesaroundtheworlddon’t. | likeliv-
ing in ademocratic society because it lets

common people have a say in the govern-
ment. Being an Americanto me meansthat
you have the right to many freedoms and
rights that other countries don't give their
people. That iswhy | like being an Ameri-
can.

Tim Becker

Being an American means you get to
choosewhat youwant todo. Y oucangoto
school, do the sports of your choice, and
choose your own religion. Y ou get to vote
for the person you want to be President of
theUnited Statesof Americawhenyouturn
18 yearsold. Y ou also get to vote on other
importantissuesthat will affectyourlife.In
Americanyoucanwear what youwant, look
how you want, be who you want, and hang

out withwho you want.
| amproudtobean American. | feel lucky
that | have so many opportunities that are
not available in other countries. | believe
Americaisagreat nationand| cannotimag-
ineliving anywhere €l se on earth and hav-
ing asmuch fun as| have herein America.
Being an Americanmeanslifeisgood. Be-
ing an American means|’m FREE!!!
Todd Bolt

What freedom meansto me. Freedom to
me means being ableto go outside and not
having to worry about being killed just for
being there. It means being able to voice
your mind without being afraid that some-
body will kill you for your opinions. It
means|etting thechildren grow upwithout
them worrying if their parents were going
tobehomewhen they got there, and if they
weregoingto begoing homeat all.

I’m not saying that we don’'t have prob-
lemslike seria killers and abductors, and
that wedon’ t havetoworry about shootouts
and molesters, but | am saying that we are
not like other countries that don’t have
enough money for the children to have
shoes, and noscientiststofindaway tocure

diseases.

I’mnot saying that theU.S. doesn’t have
homelessand starved people, but wedon't
live like the poeple in North Koreawhere
the government usesall the money and the
people starve. Thisisthereason | likeliv-
ing in America because at least we get &
chance to make a decent living. Sure you
might not become billionaires but at |east
you had achancetotry. Thepeopleinother
countries don’t get a chance, in fact, they
usually don’'t get towork at all.

So I’m going to tell you thisand | think
youshould useit asadvice. Don’ t takeany-
thing for granted in America because the
peoplein other countriesare not so lucky.

ValerieWagoner

Freedom meansthat you candoanything
youwant, “withinreason”, and not get into
troubleforit. Y oucaneat pizzaandburritos
until your head blowsoff. Y ou can haveas
many TVsinyour house as you want to—
heck, I’mjustglad| canwatchTV! Youcan
go to aball game and not worry about if
you’ Il makeit homewithout beingkilled by
the government for what team you cheered
for. Y oucangotoyour best friend’ shouse
and play video gameson hisPS2 or X-Box
andnot evenconsider that therearecameras
watchingyou. Y ou canhaveyour ownopin-
ion on sports, government, education, and

lifewithout being shot or kicked out of the
country. Y ou can go to school and have a
girlfriend and shewon'’t havetowear arag
on her nose. Gotothemoviesand know that
themoviewon't beabout what you canand
can’'t dotomorrow.

Y ou can go to church and worship God
anditdoesn’t haveto bein secret. Freedom
isunlike any other gift you can get from
anybody today, it's something our forefa-
thersgavetoyou and meand weshould all
learn to respect freedom! | thank God ev-
ery day for that word—freedom.

Wes Georgeson



