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Dnvers need towatch
for the waming signs

With the death of Sen. Stan Clark earlier this month several
people have wondered why the state Department of Transporta-
tion did not close down I-70 when the dust storm blew up.

While it is the state’s responsibility to shut down roads that it
knows are dangerous, there is no way anyone can predict blind-
ing dust, smoke or fog with any accuracy.

Even snow storms are tough to predict. What looks like a major
blizzard on radar can suddenly go north or south missing the
targeted road and hitting where is wasn’t expected.

Sometimes what appears to be a minor storm can become
freezing drizzle that is more trecherous than six-inches of powder

SNOW.

Itisn’t fair to the weather bureau or the Department of Trans-
portation to accuse them of not doing their job. Their job is to do

the best they can.

Our job is to drive smart and keep ourselves and our passengers

safe.

Who hasn’t driven into dust, fog or smoke?

How stupid was that?

These things come up quickly and as drivers we need to be
prepared to act just as quickly as we would if we saw an accident
ahead, a large piece of trash on the road or animals standing

beside the highway.

We need to be prepared to get ourselves and our passengers

out of the line of danger.

When you approach a veil that you cannot see through, no
matter what is causing it — dust, smoke, fog or dry ice — don’t

drive into it.

Pull off the road, as far as you can.

Be prepared to drive, not just onto the side of the road but into
the ditch and onto the right-of-way.

And, slow down, for goodness sake. Don’t try to take the ditch

at 70 mph.

Don’t swerve quickly. Just put on your brakes and pull off the
road and if the driving conditions don’t improve keep slowing
down and move farther from the road.

Then stay in your vehicle with seatbelts buckled.

You are safer there than out in the open. If a car or truck hits
your vehicle, you and your passengers have a much better chance
of survival than if it hits one of you.

Wait out the gray-out before returning to the road and finishing

your trip.
Be careful. Be safe. Stay alive.

— Cynthia Haynes
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Marmage game competrtion is brutal

ecause of her young age and con

sistent acceptance of marriage

proposals, Jennifer Lopez is on
pace to become Hollywood'’s all-time
leader in the marriage category. Ms.
Lopez entered the holy union of matri-
mony for thethird timethisweek.

Currently, Ms. Lopez is teamed with
Marc Anthony in the groom position.
Hollywood marriage analysts say An-
thony isagoodfit for theposition because
itislikely he will leave the team quick
enoughtoallow Ms. Lopeztostay onpace
for therecord.

Ms. Lopez agreed to nuptialswith Mr.
Anthony after her deal with free-agent
groom Ben Affleck fell through.

In other transaction news, The Lopez
marriageteamisrumoredtobenearing a
lucrativedeal withato-be-nameddivorce

Cemeteries are for more than burial

for buryingthedead, but sincereturn
ing to Norton | havediscovered they
arethisand so much more.

Beforemy mother wasbornher parents
had adaughter wholived only afew days.
Mother never knew where the baby girl
wasburied and now everyonewhowould
have knownisgone.

“Every grave should have a marker,”
she said aswe trudged through cemeter-
iesbig and small throughout the county.
We didn’t find the grave, but | found a
great deal more.

Prior to our expedition | wanted to be
cremated with my ashes spread to the
wind. | still want to be cremated, but |
want a gravestone that tells | was here,
who | belonged to and who | |eft in the
world.

As| read off the markers, my mother
wouldsay, “ Oh, they had suchasadlife,”
or “We had such good times with their
family,” or “ Oh, | remember them. They
owned the such-and-such”

| found out that Memorial Day wasn't
about remembering your own family,

I nmy youth| thought cemeterieswere

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

because you think of those people each
day, but rather about the people who de-
parted many yearsago. Peoplewhowere
apart of our livesat adifferent time.

| realized how many babiesand young
mothersdied “ back then”.

| discovered how the“flu” left itsdev-
astating hand on the young peopl e of the
time. | was made aware of how much
longer weareliving now.

History is spelled out in the names,
datesand placesfoundonthegravestones.

Veterans graves are identified, lodges
and societiesmark their membersand all
of thisisaccomplished onasmall space,
inaconfined areaandwith publicaccess.

Our cemeteriestell our history, whowe
were and who we have become.

[ HE

NORTON

TELEGRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

ISSN 1063-701X
2158S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF
Published each Wednesday and Friday by Cynth,la Hayngs """"""" editor and publisher
Haynes Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave., ~ VeronicaMonier ...................... staff reporter
Norton, Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage  DickBOyd .........ccccovvvvvicinnne. Blue Jay sports
pa'goasttm;ttgp sﬁr& gfg;‘s- changestoNorton Carolyn Plotts ..............cccovenee. society editor
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 KSEEN BIANGS ....oc.coovvsvvvv.. [EPOTEET
Official newspaper of Norton and Norton C.arol Erlenbusch ............c..... advert!s!ng rep.
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-  BillECkhart .............cccocevinnes advertising rep.
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the  \jjcki Henderson .......... computer production
Nebraska Press Association Susie Marble ............... computer production
Nor’West Newspapers  SonyaMontgomery................. bookkeeping
Dickand MaryBethBoyd — agge—® A H S 4 g~ _ ...
Publishers, 1970-2002 NINL2Z

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

& _—cP

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

Wedidn'tfind thebaby’ sgrave, butin
our search | shared memories with my
mother, learned facts from the past and
discovered the importance of each
person’slifeinthebig picture.

College

Bound
Brandon Gay

lawyer. There are no reports of who will
fill themistresspositionfor Mr. Anthony.

The failed marriage attempt with Mr.
Affleck cost Ms. Lopez over ayear of
valuable matrimony time, leaving some
towonder if Ms. Lopez waslosing astep
inthe marriage game.

However, her quick rebound with Mr.
Anthony hasnot only got her back onpace
for therecord, it has silenced criticswho
thought Britney Spears' recent two-day
marriageto Jason Alexander wasthenew
winning formula.

Ms. Spearsquick marriageand divorce
wasmatrimony gamegold, but shehasyet
to repeat the performance. Hollywood
matrimony rule makersare currently con-
sideringamarriage-while-intoxicated ban
that would virtually eliminate the Spears
overnight wedding/divorce strategy.

Meanwhile, Lopez maintainsanaston-

ishing 4:3 engagement to marriageratio,
Mr. Affleck beingtheonly failed engage-
ment conversion of her career.

LizTayloristhecurrentall-timeleader
with seven career marriages. However,
many say seven would make Lopez the
all-timeleader becauseMs. Taylor hasan
asterisk next to her name in the record
book because she married Richard Bur-
tontwice.

WhilePresident GeorgeW. Bush' spro-
posed gay marriage ban threatensto for-
ever limit Ms. Lopez' s potential suitors
to roughly three billion people world
wide, thisappearsto betheonly obstacle
in her path.

Her marriageand divorcefutureseems
bright and with more experienced brides
andgroomssuchasLizaMinelli growing
oldandnearingmarriageretirement, Ms.
Lopez is poised to be the all-time leader
by her 25th marriage game season if she
remainshealthy.

Speculation that Ms. Lopez might use
her enormouswealthto pursuetherecord
in the future is perhaps not warranted.
Marriageanalystssay money wouldtaint
therecord.

A true marriage record is something
money just can't buy.

House hopes to help unemployed

CelebratingtheLifeand Service
of President Reagan
Duringtheweekend, our country losta
great American with the passing of our
40th president, Ronald Reagan, whodied
of pneumonia after along battle with

Alzheimer’s disease. President Reagan Rep Jerry Moran

rekindled thenation’ sprideinitself with
a message of a bright new dawn in
America and guided the United States
through the Cold War, bringing about a
peaceful resolution to a decades-long
battle.

He was aworld-class |eader who was
ableto put partisan politics aside for the
greater good of thecountry andtheworld.
President Reagan will be missed, but his
legacy will liveon asAmericansremem-
ber thelifeand serviceof oneof our great-
est presidents. Activities are planned
throughout theweek inWashington, D.C
aswelay “ The Great Communicator” to
rest.

Helping Teachers,
Helping Graduates

A highly educatedworkforceiscritical
to America sfuturecompetitiveness, and
the quality of education in America's
schoolsisdirectly relatedtothequality of
the teachers entrusted with the vital task
of educating the nation’s students. This
week, | supported House passagesof leg-
isationtohel pour teachersand graduates
be better prepared to meet tomorrow’ s
challenges.

To increase faculty in high-demand
subject areas, | supported H.R. 4411, the
Prioritiesfor Graduate StudiesAct, which
will target federal aid for graduate stud-
iesin certain subject areas.

Acrossour country, thereisashortage
of highly qualified math, science, and spe-
cial education teachers that extends be-
yond the nation’s K-12 classrooms. A

Capitol
Views

lack of faculty at thegraduatel evel totrain
theteachers of tomorrow isalso contrib-
uting to these shortages, and must be ad-
dressed to fortify the pipeline of highly
qualifiedteachers.

| alsosupportedH.R. 4409, the Teacher
Training Enhancement Act. Thiswill al-
low our stateto strengthenteacher-train-
ing programs by improving the account-
ability and expanding innovative oppor-
tunitiesto train teachers.

By improvingthetraining our teachers
receive, we will have students who are
better educated and havehighly qualified
teachersfor Kansas schoals.

Getting AmericansBack toWork

Whiletherearesignsindicatingthat our
economy is recovering, there are still
many Kansanswho arestrugglingtofind
ajob.

Thisweek, theHousepassed|legidation
that would establish* persona re-employ-
ment accounts” for joblessworkers. Un-
dertheproposal , workerswhowereat risk
of exhaustingtheir traditional stateunem-
ployment benefitswouldbegivenuptoa
$3,000 stipend for such thingsasjob re-
training, child care or transportation in
order tomakefinding ajob easier.

If the workers found jobs within 13
weeks, thenthey would beabletotakethe
balance of the stipend as a*“re-employ-
ment bonus.”

It isimportant that during these tough
economic timesthat we give Americans

the resources necessary to find ajob -
rather thanjust acheck. Itismy hopethat
these accounts will allow people more
flexibility and moreincentivetofind em-
ployment.
Helping Rural CommunitiesAttract
Doctors

Thisweek, the House Judiciary Sub-
committee on Immigration approved &
one-year extensionfor aprogramthat al-
lowsforeigndoctors, trainedintheUnited
States, to practice medicinein areasthat
have a shortage of physicians and spe-
cialty doctors.

I introducedthislegidation, H.R. 4453,
AccesstoRural PhysiciansImprovement
Act, whichwould allow these doctorstc
stay in the United States for three years
after their training.

For many rural Kansas hospitals anc
clinics, thisprogramistheonly way toget
an experienced doctor to serve their pa-
tients. Since 1993, 115 foreign doctors
have served in Kansas communities
throughthisprogram, and 67 physicians,
or 58 percent, have remained in practice
in the state following the completion of
their three-year service obligation. The
bill will now go before the full commit-
teefor review.

IntheOffice

This week, students, sponsors and
teachers from several Kansas schools
werein for atour of the Capitol, includ-
ing Kansans from Emporia, M cPherson
and Stafford. A group from the Kansas
State University at Salinawerein for &
tour, aswere Milesand Joan K ennedy of
Ellsworth, and their daughter, Cheryl;
Matt Jonesof Salina; Daleand Pam Dodd
of Esbon; Darren and Jamie Dodd of
Colorado Springs; and Mike and JoANn
Dodd of Omaha.



