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Thelossofagood
leader hurtsusall

The untimely death Saturday night of Oakley’s Stan Clark
closed a remarkable political career.
In a decade in the Kansas Senate, Mr. Clark surprised us again

and again.

He won the 40th District seat in a coup against the “moderate”
wing of the Republican party, regular Republicans who thought
the post pretty much belonged to them. He won re-election
twice, and likely would have won again this fall.

His quiet demeanor and serious nature belied a keen political
sense. Opponents usually underestimated him.

He won the seat in a special Republican convention called after
Sen. Sheila Frahm of Colby resigned to become lieutenant gover-

nor under Bill Graves.

Mrs. Frahm, who left the statehouse to replace Bob Dole in the
U.S. Senate when he ran for president, was a key figure in the
moderate wing in these parts. And that group thought it had a

lock on her seat.

When the delegates convened, though, Stan Clark had the

votes.

When he ran for re-election, the moderates usually thought
they could beat him. The were wrong.

His position as a conservative left Mr. Clark at odds with the
more liberal Senate leadership much of the time, but he became
an effective and knowledgeable senator. No one had a better
grasp on the state budget or what it meant to people in this area.
Colleagues remarked that he actually read all the bills and caught

many errors.

Stan Clark grew to know the budget and the legislative process
as well as anyone. Even those who disagreed with him knew him
as a man of good will and personal integrity.

As a legislator, Mr. Clark was available to those he represented.
He spent long hours on the road, traveling to Topeka and back,
and toured his vast 18-county district — covering the entire
northwest corner of the state — each year.

In Topeka, he gained seniority and became a committee chair-
man. The moderates may have thought him a bumpkin, with his
thick glasses and his personal commitment to his religion — he
was a member of the Dunkard Brethren Church — but those who
knew him called him a kind and decent man. His boyish grin and

sandy hair won many friends.

Stan Clark was a rare politician, honest, hard-working, knowl-
edgeable. His passing leaves his seat up for grabs. The voters will
pick a suitable candidate to take his place, but it will be some time
before his successor can fill his shoes.

There was even talk that he might have run for president of the
Senate next year. His opponents, undoubtedly, would have

underestimated him.

Lots of things are going on in the

Thiswasthe last newsl etter sent to us
before Sen. Clark’ sdeath thisweekend.

hat didtheK ansasL egislature
Waccomplish in2004?Redlly a

number of billsthat addressed
substantivepolicy issuesarenow law and
| thank you for your involvement and as-
sistance. Many of you were personally
involved in specific legislation this ses-
sionandyouaretobecommended. | know
| wasasked toreview and edit moretesti-
mony thissessionthat probably any since
| have had the pleasure of serving inthe
Senate. | personally believe that citizen
testimony isthebest becauseyounot only
know the facts but also speak from the
heart relating stories of personal experi-
ence. Itisalwaysspecial when other leg-
islatorsapproachmeafter ahearingwhere
someone from my district has testified

— Steve Haynes

and says. “ The citizens know their sub-
ject, they areinformative, they get tothe
heart of the proposal and they can relate
personal experiencesontheimpact of this
legislation.”

| testified personally insix differentleg-
islative committeesthissession, in some
of those committees | testified multiple
timesandinall but oneinstancel wastes-
tifying in support of the proposed hill. |
cantell youthat an offenseismoreenjoy-
able than testifying against various pro-
posalsandtryingtominimizetheadverse
and generally unintended effectsonrural
Kansas.

Insurance

Health SavingsAccountswill beavail-
able in Kansas within the next 6 weeks.
Health Savings Accounts are similar to
Individual Retirement Accounts(IRA’S)
except that themoney isused for medical
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MAYBE IT% TIME
WE CHECKED OUT

oon OWN
BACK YARD,

NO...
OUR OWN
BACK YARD.

Ah, the recovery Is almost complete

night, plus a couple of naps, and |
think 1’1l be caught up on my sleep
and over my jet lag.

Travel experts tell you to keep your
body on the same “clock” as where you
live. That’ sfineif you' restayinginaho-
tel where no one elseisdisturbed if you
are up and rambling about. It s entirely
different if you areaguest in someone’s
homeandyour internal clock wantstoget
upat6am. (whichisnotanunusual hour),
butit’sonly 4a.m. whereyou’ restaying.

| did alot of early-morning and late-
night reading while | was at Patty’s last
week. In fact, | finished abook | picked
up at Halley’s house called “The Red
Tent.” It was afictional book based on
Biblical fact, written from awoman’s
point of view. Thetimeframebeganwith
Jacob’ sappearance at thewell of Laban.
Thenit covershismarriagesto Leahand
Rachel and to secondary wives, al the
childrenbegat throughthosemarriages, and
finaly thefamily’ sultimate downfall.

Just give me one more really long

Senate
Doings

Sen. Stan Clark

expensesrather than retirement.

Anindividua can put $2,600 tax free
every year andafamily $5,150intothese
accounts. Thecontributionscancomeei-
ther from the employee, proprietor or
employer.

All unused amountscanbecarriedfor-
wardyear-to-year-to-year. At retirement
age any amount due the employee from
unused vacation or sick leave can be
placedinthisaccount tax freeand usedto
pay Medicare premiums.

Money in this account will be used to
pay medical expensesand can beused to
pay long-term careinsurance premiums.

Thegod istomakeindividualsmorere-
sponsiblefor their medical expensesandto
makehedlthcareinsurancemoreaffordable.

Everyonethat opensaHSA hastoalso
haveahealth planwithanannual deduct-
ibleof at least $1000 for individua cover-
ageandat |east $2000for family coverage.

My wifeand sonhavea$7,500 deduct-
ible health insurance policy whose pre-
mium is $2,050 per year. We see Health
SavingsAccountsworking handin hand
withmajor medica insuranceaspart of the
solutiontoprovidehedthcareforworking
Kansans. Dallarsin your personal HSA
createtheincentiveto closely monitor the
cost of our individual heslth care.

Personally | wouldliketo seethe State
of Kansas, and anumber of schoolsacross
our state utilize thiscombination.

President Bushhasalsointroduced|eg-
islation which allows a refundable tax
credittoencouragethepurchaseof health
insurance. His proposal provides for up
to a $1,000 deduction for an individual
and up to a $3,000 deduction for afam-

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

Strange, | could never keepall thechil-
dren and wives of Jacob straight, but af-
terreadingtheir history writtenthisway, re-
|ationshipsarealot moreunderstandable.
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When | wasakid, my family would sit
onthefront porchandwatchthethunderand
lightningduringrainstorms. So, I’ venever
understood people’ s fear of weather, but
Saturday night a most changed my mind.

Jim and | had been in town, 20 miles
west of our place, when we saw the dust
cloudboilingupinthesouth. Heading for
home, wekept watching thestorm, which
was keeping up with us at 65 miles per
hour. | dashed into the house just as the

wind hit, but Jimwasdeterminedto cover
somelumber and securethegarbagecans.
All I coulddowaswatchasheleanedintc
thewind, trying fruitlessly to lash things
down. | had visions of tree limbs knock-
ing him senseless. (It didn’t help that the
night before we had been to the movie,
“Day After Tomorrow,” withitsdooms-
day storm scenesof destruction).

Jennifer and Alex were camping with
friends at the lake and | called to warn
them of what washeading their way. Jen-
nifer said later that they barely had time
to stow their gear and get insidetheir ve-
hiclebeforeit hit.

| know she got tired of me calling to
check onthem, but whenyour kidsare“in
harm’sway,” you can't helpit. Theonly
fatality wastheir dometent. She said the
fiberglasspolessnapped liketoothpicks.

—o0b—

A littlekid was asked, “Why did God
make mothers?’

Hisreply, “She’s the only one who
knowswherethe Scotchtapeis.”

Kansas Legislature

ily.If adopted, if anindividua owesUncle
Sam $5,0000nhis1040incometax return,
you would subtract the $1,000 and cut a
check for $4,000; for afamily under the
same scenario, youwould subtract $3,000
and cut acheck for $2,000to Uncle Sam.

Theindividual personhastohaveaper-
sondl stakeinthecostsof their healthcare.
Theresponsibility isjust asgreat for the
wiseuseof healthcaredollarsfor thefam-
ilywithaBC-BShealthinsuranceplanas
itisforaMedicaidrecipient. Wehaveto
inject astrong dose of responsibility and
there hasto be tangible consequencesto
thosechoiceswhichencouragelong-term
changesin our individual health and re-
lieve the demands placed on our safety
net, theMedicaid system.

Public Safety

Providedanapproval processandfund-
ing mechanism so that our local emer-
gency dispatch centers will have the
equipment tolocatewherean emergency
cell phonecall iscoming from. Each cell
phonewill pay 50 cents per monthto pay
for this equipment; one-half of thisfee
will godirectly tothedispatch center and
the other half will be grants awarded to
rural dispatch centers. Urban legislators
realized that they were more arisk need-
ing emergency servicesin rural Kansas
because they generally cannot direct
emergency vehiclestowherethey arelo-
cated. Thisisanexampleof money com-
ingtorural Kansastohelpeveryone. |l was
veryinvolvedwiththislegislationforthe
last4years. Also, thisshouldaidin better
cell phonereceptionwiththeconstruction
of morecell phonetowers.

Encourage and help provideresources
sothatlocal emergency radioscantutilize
Kansas Department of Transportation’s
communication towers and assist those
local agenciesinmovingtothe800 mega:
hertz communication channels.

Oil, Gas& Electricity

Kansas entered the competitionwitha
number of other statesfor a$1 billion ex-
perimental, emission-free, coal-fired

electric generation facility. Our central
location, national rail lines, our existing
oil fieldsmakeusaviablecandidate. The
siteselection criteriaisstill being devel-
oped by the U.S. Dept. of Energy but at
least one location in my Senate District
looks like it meets the preliminary site
selection criteria. | am a member of the
Kansas site sel ection committee.

Establishedwindleasefilingcriteriafor
the Register of Deeds. This change will
allow future owners, title examinersand
lenderstofulfill their responsibilities. Our
goal istoincreasethelevel of knowledge
towhereastandard legal formwill beac-
ceptable by parties entering wind lease
agreementsthat provide equitable terms
and conditions that everyone acceptsin
common usage.

Provide a remedy to clear titles that
wereclouded by other partiesfiling“ Min-
eral & Royalty Deeds’ on land they had
no legal interest in. The legislation re-
quires the offending party to clear the
titles within 30 days of notice by the
owner. If that doesn’t happen they are
subject to the court awarding up to
$10,000 in damages plus attorney fees.
Thereareover 60suchdeedsfiledinRooks
County and several hundred areknownin
10 additional western Kansascounties.

There are anumber of challenges re-
maining; chief among them iswriting &
constitutional school fundingformula. It
hasbeen personally rewardingtoservethe
citizens of Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove,
Graham, Greeley, Logan, Norton,
Rawlins, Scott, Sheridan, Sherman, Tho-
mas, Trego, Wallace and Wichita coun-
tiesintheKansas Senatethepast 10years.
Thedistrict expandstoasoincludelL ane,
Nessand Rooks counties.

| really appreciatethe newspapersthat
print my articlesand thebroadcast mediz
that allow metime to explain issues be-
forethelegislature. Thereisadirect cor-
rel ationbetweenthiscoverageandthein-
volvement of thecitizens. Thank you edi-
torsand newscasters!



