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Toomany dairymen lost
pecause of low prices

Dairy Farmers received 95 cents a gallon for milk in April of
2003. Today the are receiving $1.69. Milk production in the U.S.
has dropped 2 percent in the past year. Low prices have driven
farmers out of business and dairy cattle have been sold for slaugh-
ter because of the high beef prices.

Here’s a headline you will never see:

May 2003 — Riots erupt at grocery stores
and Farm Services Agency offices

Consumers took to the streets today to protest low milk prices.

The protests stem from what one organizer termed “the failure
of milk to keep up with inflation in other areas of the economy
such as new cars, visits to the doctor, or even social security cost
of living increases.”

Researchers tell us that dairy framers are receiving 95 cents at
the processor, a 25-year low.

Dairy farmers across the nation are pleased with the turn of
events.

Local dairyman, Guernsey Jersey said “We are so excited to see
such wide support of the dairy farmer. If milk had kept pace with
the price of other goods and services our price would be five-10
times greater.”

Simple math tells us that means dairy farmers should be getting
$4.75 to $9.50 a gallon. Adding $2 per gallon for processing and
packaging would make milk at the least $6.75 on the supermar-
ket shelf.

Market analysts are surprised at the depth of support for farm-
ers.

“The USDA has insured consumers will have low food prices
with a variety of farm programs and price supports,” economist
Mark Ett D’man said in an interview late Tuesday. “This system
has worked well for them.”

D’man went on to say, “I am stymied by the response of con-
sumers. If this sets a precedent and farmers will expect fair prices
for wheat, pork and so on.”

In fact wheat farmers have held organizational meetings calling
for similar protests. In a statement issued to the press, wheat
growers spokesman Imon D. Dole says, “The time seems right for
a change in the system.”

Local protester, A.A. Arepee, told this reporter, “Yeah, | am
retired and on a fixed income but | just got to thinking that cost of
living raise | get every year would really go up if | was paying what
I should be at the grocery store.”

A young mother participating in the protest agreed.

Minnie Mumwage said “Maybe they will finally have to raise
minimum wages. My husband worked for a farmer once, it sure
didn’t pay much, but we could see that when commodity prices
are at the same level as they were in 1978, it was going to be
difficult to get 2003 wages.”

Along time farm service agency employee who asked to remain
anonymous says that she supports the movement.

“For too many years | have seen the farmers beaten down. The
government programs insure cheap food, but they come with
the resentment from consumers who don’t understand what
they are being taxed for. If this present turn of events closes down
farm programs the logical assumption would be that the tax
money presently used to fund them could be used to balance the
budget or taxes could even be cut.”

When the reporter pointed out that we are talking about the
government therefore logic has nothing to do with it and further-
more she would be out of a job, the source admitted, “There is a
downside to everything.”

Another story you are never going to see:

May 2004 — Riot erupts at convenience store

Police responded to a noise complaint today when a customer
in line at the Fifth and Main Hurry-Up-Store looked at the bottle
of water he was about to purchase and shouted “What is the
matter with me, why would | pay $1.09 for a bottle of water.”

His observation apparently struck a chord with the other pa-
trons of the store who also began loudly self-examining their
buying habits.

The noise became so loud that a neighbor called 911.

Itis reported that the extra officers needed to calm down the
crowd were delighted, because they will get some overtime pay.
As one officer gleefully stated (while cooling off with a bottle of
Aqua Springs gourmet water) after the altercation was over,
“With the high price of milk I need all the overtime hours |

can get!”

No arrests were made.

Can’t we just be happy for the farmer and dairyman that they
may be able to make aliving — Nancy Hagman
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Marriage is more than awedding alone

ccordingto CNN inJuneof 2003,

the average cost of awedding

was, are you ready for this?
$22,360.00 Canyouimagine? Andontop
of that, half of all marriages end in di-
vorce, now that is not what | would call
getting your money’ sworth.

Thefather of one of my future daugh-
ters-in-law during awedding “ planning”
session said, “1 hope there is as much
thought going into the marriage asthere
isthewedding.”

Greatline.

My mother wasonly about 7 or 8when
her much older sister was married. She
remembersitwell.

They gathered wild flowers from the
pastures, my grandmother baked thecake
and made the dresses (the bride and one
attendant) and they had punch, coffee,
cakeandicecream.

The wedding was held in their home
decorated with the same wild flowers
found in the bride’ s bouquet. People
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droveover intheir buggies. No one used
paper plates and | imagine friends and
family stayedlateto helpwashthedishes.

Thekidsplayedoutsideuntil after dark,
while the women shared memories, did
thedishesandthementalked of cropsand
livestock.

People went home feeling good about
themselves and their neighbors. It wasa
family and community event.

Andthemarriagelasted.

Y earslater whenmy sister wasmarried
and later for my own wedding, thelocal
seamstressmadethedressesfor theatten-
dantsand weboth purchased ready-made

dresses. A local baker baked my sister’ s
cake and my sister-in-law baked ours.
They both were served with punch and
coffee.

Andthemarriages|asted.

Somewhere in the last 40 years things
have moved into adifferent realm.

Weddings have become productions
complete with directors and wedding
planners.

In atown such as ours awedding still
brings together a community to witness
thecommitment of two peoplebeginning
alifetogether. Whenwe all meet for the
eventweareacknowledgingour ownrole
in helping this coupleto succeed inare-
lationshipthat isbothfull of joy and hard
work.

The fellowship of good friends and
family isthe important part and it is not
achieved with the $22,000+.

It isthe result of a ceremony marked
withloveand caring, not fabricandfrills.

Alumni gatherings equal good times

emorial Day and alumni gath-

erings go together in the

Lenoraarea. Thisyear | amin
the middle of athree-year stint as an
alumni officer for Lenora.

Onefunthingaboutthisisgettingtotalk
to other alums as they call for reserva-
tions.

Richard Taylor, son of Shirley Jacobs
Taylor—classof ' 31, called. Heplansto
travel with her to thereunion.

Richard livedin Lenoraasachild and
knowsal ot of history. Somehow thesub-
ject of tornadoescameup. Richard asked
what town it was that had made alittle
tourist attraction out of the movie“The
Wizardof OZ” . Hethought it wasL yons.

“It'sLiberal,” | corrected.

Hisreply: “I didn't realizetherewasa
Liberal inKansas.”

Of coursethereis. Atleast one, takemy
friend SteveHickert (another Lenoragrad
by theway).

| wasvery nervousbecauseheread my
columnabout taxesat my house. Hiswife
told metheonly reasonthey renewedthe
paper wastoread my column. (Thisisnot
really duetoany argumentthey havewith
the paper in general but they have lived
inLawrencefor awhilenow and havesort
of lostinterestinthenewsfromthisarea.)

Anyway | would havehateditif hehad
been annoyed because | took it asagreat
compliment that they liked my columnso
well. Also it was a graduation party and
you know you are never supposed totalk
about politicsandreligion at social gath-
erings.

But after reading thecolumn Stevetold
me that he more or less agreed with my
assessment of what afair taxis.

However, he said, the only fair tax is:
“ A tax someone el se pays.”

Steve, never onetobeshy, alsotook on

>0
A\ A

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

religion before heleft.

Another Lenoragrad, class of 30 —
Leonard Clydesdale, died earlier this
month. Hewasa* staunch” Democrat or
so his obituary read. Leonard was the
same age as my Dad, a pretty staunch
Republican. But they were great friends
anyway.

Elbert Goldsby wasal so about thesame
age. He had the most uncanny memory.
Hecould havetold meall their birthdays
and my ownandyoursif hehadknow you

atall.

| remember theseguysfondly for all the
work they didfor our churchand commu-
nity. They areall gone now.

| wonder who will replace them, our
world is so different now. | hope people
with such a great capacity to make the
world abetter place don’t become obso-
lete.

Daddy likedtoargue. | imagineheand
L eonard may behaving agood discussion
about FDR right now. Thething that was
soinfuriating about Daddy washewould
arguefor argument’ ssake.

About thetimeyouwould get good and
mad hewouldsay “| agreewithyou, | just
wanted to make sure you could defenc
you' reposition.”

So it goes. Thisyear’s grads are next
year’ salums. Time moves on. Some are
liberals, somearenot. Just besureyoucan
defend you position.

[ HE

NORTON

TELEGRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

ISSN 1063-701X
2158S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF
published each Wednesday and Friday by Cynthia Haynes ............. editor and publisher
Haynes Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave,,  VeronicaMonier ....................... staff reporter
Norton, Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage  DickBOyd ............cccoevinnce, Blue Jay sports
Pa'goasttmg ttgp S*é?]f& a%7d6r5e‘s‘s- changes toNorton Carolyn PIotts ..........ccoevvrrnnee. society editor
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 Kristen Brands I (4 1 ]
Official newspaper of Norton and Norton Qarol Erlenbusch .................. advert!s!ng rep.
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-  BillEckhart ............c..cccvevveen. advertising rep.
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the  Vjjcki Henderson .......... computer production
Nebraska Press Association Susie Marble .............. computer production
Nor’West Newspapers  SonyaMontgomery................. bookkeeping
Dickand MaryBethBoyd — ¥ AN S Ao~ _ ..
Publishers, 1970-2002 NN

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

@ <9
QESS ASSOGT A“ON‘ \\\

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION



