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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

Americans are
Blessed With
Freedom of and
from Religion

By The Rev. Lew Van Der Wege,
First United Methodist
Church, Norton

As Memorial Day approaches we
remember and cel ebratethegreat and
ultimate sacrificethat many menand
women havemadeto secureand pre-
serve our freedom. In the midst of
these current troubling times of war
we are even more aware of how pre-
ciousAmericanfreedomisincontrast
tothedictatorshipandtheocraticrule
many people suffer.

AsonelooksatAfghanistanandthe
radical religious rule that brought
forth sufferingforitsown peopleand
several terrorist attacksin the world
including Sept. 11,2001, onerealizes
that having freedom fromreligionis
just asimportant as having freedom
of religion.

Wearefreetochooseareligionand
to let that religion guide usin our
work, our school, our play, and our
personal lives. But, we are also pro-
tectedfromradical religionregardless
of itsform that would strive to con-
guer andruleus(inthenameof God).

| encourage you to consider these
blessingsand to protect them and uti-
lize them. Seek out God inyour life
and support your religious heritage.
And, givethanksthat theresponsibil-
ity for religiousindoctrinationiscen-
tered in our mosgues, churches, and
synagogues and not in our govern-
ment. God hastruly blessed America.

b

patriotism.

How do dreams become reality? How did such qualities as
freedom, individualism, justice and opportunity advance from
conception to completion? What was the catalyst here?

| The answer to these questions is also the reason we celebrate

Memorial Day each year. These dreams did not become reality without

the sacrifice of thousands of lives in battle for well over two hundred

years. We live in freedom today, thanks to the heroes who gave up their
fledgling futures for us. They gave us a personal definition of

Though these courageous men and women were afforded little
goodness in battle...there was one item many insisted upon keeping close
to their heart. That was the Bible, the comfort of God’s Holy Word that
saved souls even when life could not be preserved. Perhaps the poet,
Rudyard Kipling, echoed the sentiments of those dying heroes in these
stirring words from the conclusion of his patriotic poem, “The Choice”,

“Then praise the Lord most High
Whose strength hath saved us whole,
Who bade us choose that the Flesh should die
And not the living Soul!”

May you have a most meaningful Memorial Day!

SUNDAY
Acts 2:1-13

MONDAY
John 3:1-21

TUESDAY
Acts 2:14-28

WEDNESDAY
Acts 2:29-47

THURSDAY
John 15:18 - 16:4

FRIDAY
John 16:5-15

SATURDAY
John 16:16-33

Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society
Copyright 2004, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P. O. Box 8005, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing » Dozer Work « Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme *877-2133
Toll Free 866-249-7804
Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-3 p.m.
Leigh Ann Hahn, Manager

Norton Glass Co., Inc.

For All Your Glass Needs—
Automotive * Residential * Commercial
*Windshield Repair & Replacement
Paint * Wallpaper * Supplies
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas  Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme ¢ 874-4974

Norton Dairy Queen Brazier
Dinners - Burgers - Desserts
Hwy. 36 West * Norton, Kan.
785-877-2571

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Northwest Diesel Repair
Bruce Chambers and Tim Graham
E. Hwy. 36 - Norton, Kan.
785-877-2102

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Mortensen Computer Services
Repair * Train * Help * Consult
418 1/2 E. Holme * 874-4844
Call or e-mail for a FREE estimate

Shawn Mortensen, Owner
http://www.mortensencomputerservices.com
mortensen@ruraltel.net

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

NortonHowers, Gifts & Greenhouse
Floral Arrangements
Trees Shrubs * Bedding Plants
209 N. Kansas - Norton - 877-3345
Greg & Annette Overlease
FREE DELIVERY IN TOWN

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme « Norton  877-2411
Oberlin 785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M.  Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Sarah Ketterl-White, D.V.M.
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

PRAIRIEVIEW

By VIVIAN JANSONIUS

ThescheduleatthePrairieView
Senior Citizen/Community Cen-
ter isasfollows: Saturday evening
at 7 p.m. the Prairie View High
School 44th Annual Alumni Ban-
guetand Meetingwill beheld. On
Monday, May 31, openedat 8a.m.
to 11 am. for exercises, walking
andvitaband. OnTuesday, Junel,
openedat 8a.m.to 11 am.for ex-
ercisesand walking. On Wednes-
day, June2, openedat 8a.m.to 11
a.m. for exercises, walking and
vitaband.

The Sunshine City Library
Board met on Monday, May 17in
the library. Those present were:
Danny and Carol Short, Darline
Brown, Dian Tien and Gloria
DeWitt. Carol Short presentedthe
financial report.

1.) Dian Tien reported on the
Salina Spring Assembly Meeting
she attended along with Carol
Short and Darline Brown.

2.) KSTravelersnewsmagazine
isavailable at the library free of
charge.

3.) The LIBRI books have ar-
rived. A LIBRI promotionwill be
heldthefirst day of Summer Story
Hour. Gloria DeWitt will do a
write-up for the paper.

4.) Summer Story Hour will be-
ginJune7at4p.m.andrunforsix
weeks.

5.) Theremaining trophieswill
beboxedfor theAlumni Meeting.

6.) The KAN-DD Broadband
Subsidy isavailable—Carol Short
will apply online.

7.) The CKLS Board will be
meeting in Prairie View on June
16.

8.) All officers will remain the
samefor the next year. President,
Danny Short; Vice-President,
DarlineBrown; Secretary, Gloria
DeWitt; Treasurer, Carol Short;
Acting Librarian, Dian Tien.

9.) We approved the new books
and audio order.

10.) Wewill go over job sheets
next month and Darline Brown
will check into an EHU meeting
withaquit display.

11.) Meeting adjourned.

GloriaDeWitt—Secretary

The Sunshine City Library is
pleased to announcetherecel pt of
70 children’s books from the
LIBRI Foundation, with local
fundsfrom the Pakkebier Family
Foundation. Thetotal retail value
of the booksis over $1000. The
LIBRI Foundationoffersgrantsto
rural libraries throughout the
country in their Books for Chil-
dren program, making it possible
for small librariesto obtain books
we could not otherwise afford to
buy. The dedication of the new
bookswill happenontheopening
day of Summer Story Hour; June
7 at 4 p.m.. All community mem-
bersareinvited to join us at 4:45
toseethebooksand enjoy refresh-
ments with the story hour lunch.
Please consider this your invita-
tion andfeel freeto check out one
of thenew bookstoreadtoachild
inyour life.

Summer Story Hour will begin
onJune? at4p.m. at the Sunshine
City Library.All childrenarewel-
cometo attend, but pre-schoolers
should bring along a “helper”.
Thisyear’s theme is “Explore
New Trails: Read”. We will be
exploringall kindsof trails.Again
thisyear thechildrenareinvitedto
bring in their pennies—each
penny will mark amile on their

trail. Pennies brought in will be
donated to the Relay for Life.

NOTICETOTHEPUBLIC: A
city wide garage salewill be helc
inPrairieView on Saturday, June
3,2004.

The following members of the
Prairie View Reformed Church
went to Logan on Tuesday
evening, May 18 to the Logan
Manor for services: Norman and
Rose Erikson and Bart and Erme
Soodsmaof Phillipsburg, Rev. Jef-
frey Van Der Weele, Rodney
Jansonius, Hazel Jansonius,
Goldie Barker and Vivian
Jansonius. After theservices, they
ate supper in Logan.

The following attended the
“Carry-In" Dinner onWednesday,
May 19, at noon, at the Prairie
View Senior Citizen/Community
Center: Johnand DoreenHoffman
of Logan, Rev. Jeffrey and Linde
VanDer Weele, Burdett and Belva
Leydig, Warren and Hazel
Sidman, Glenand LindaHultgren,
Wilmer and Marie Hogan, John
Kats, Rodney Jansonius, Faith
VanDiest, GoldieBarker, Marvin
Harbers, Freda Rupke, Clazine
Engelsman, HarlanVan DeWege,
Vivian Jansonius, Hazel
Jansonius, GertrudeEricksonand
Erma Jean Nyland. A very good
dinner was had.

Eric and Amanda Littlechild
and Dessireof Wakeeny were Sat-
urday supper guestsof Walter and
Darline Brown. This was to cel-
ebrate the birthdays of Amande
and Walter, who both had birth-
daysthis past week.

DarlineBrownof PrairieView,
Rhonda Jacques and Blake of
Norton, McKeazie of Plainville,
Stephanie Hatfield and Barry
Jacquesof Manhattanattended the
High School Graduation of Lance
Brooks, son of Dale and Marilyn
Brooksof Hays, inthe afternoon.
After the graduation, they all at-
tended a delicious dinner at the
beautiful farm and home of
Clayton and Sharon Befort of
Hays. Thiswasin honor of Lance
Brooksand ColeBefort, who both
graduated from HaysHigh.

TheLonePrairie4-H Club met
onMonday, May 10 at the Prairie
View Senior Citizen Community
Center for Junior Officers night.
Acting President Tim Jansonius
opened the business meeting.
MichaelaGirard led the Flag Sa-
luteand Jordan Girardled the4-H
Flag Salute. Roll Call “Funniest/
Worst Pictures’ wasanswered by
six members, five leaders, twa
parents, and two guests. Themin-
utesfrom the April meeting were
read, and acting Treasurer
Michaela Girard reported on the
account balance. Theclubwasin-
formedthat they wereresponsible
for the 2nd mowing in June. The
4-H day camp is scheduled for
June 14th and the Safety Day
Camp will be June 10th. Family
camps are open for enrollment
through the 4-H council. It was
discussed asto whether the Rel ay
for Lifewouldbesponsoredagain
thisyear. A consensus was taken
and all agreed that they shoulc
sponser this event. Shyanne Th-
ompson announced the program
and demonstrated how to make
“Star Plate” craft. Joelle Yocum
gave atalk on snake country anc
safety. The Tien family providec
refreshments. Basketball was
played for recreation. Reporter:
Jordan Girard.

ALMENA NEWS

By ESTHER MARBLE

EllisFisherishomeafter having
heart surgery intheV.A. Medical
CenterinMinneapolis, Minn. His
wife Junesaid he seemsto be get-
tingalongalright but hastotakeit
easy for awhile.

Blaineand Esther Marblewent
to Rozel Saturday afternoon for
CarisaMeélia shighschool gradu-
ationand cameback that evening.
On the way home it was stormy.
OnMonday night wewenttoL ong
Island for Bryce Marble's eighth
grade graduation. Carisa and
Brycearegrandchildren of Esther
Marble.

ALMENA STUDY CLUB

TheAlmena Study Club met at
theAlmena Senior Center Thurs-
day evening, May 13 for apotato
bar dinner withHelmi Moody and
AdeliaWilnerd ashostesses. Carol
Ross gave devotions on “Atti-
tude”.

After the dinner Phyllis

Volgamore and her daughter
DianaMontoiagave the program
“Wedding Traditions for Bride
and Groom.” Someof thecustoms
date back intimewhileothersare
fairly recent. Roll call, “Bring
Your Wedding Picture and Tell
How YouMet”, wasanswered by
eight membersand one guest.

Mandi Redeker of Northern
Valley was the recipient of the
$200 scholarship sponsored by the
Almena Study Club.

Minutesof thepreviousmeeting
wereread by AlbertaGeil and the
treasurer’sreport wasgiven.

Doreen Harbers, installing of -
ficer, installed the new officersin
acandlelight ceremony. The new
officersare: AdeliaWilnerd, presi-
dent; AlbertaGeil, president-el ect;
andHelmi Moody, secretary-trea-
surer.

The meeting closed with the
Collectandtheviewingof thehis-
tory book.



