David Schlegel (above) operated a Toyoda horizontal
C.N.C. milling machine to make an avionics part. The
machine is one of Natoma’s new pieces of equipment
purchased as part of the expansion. Pam Harper (right)

prepared to press a tiny pin into a small avionics part.
— Telegram photos by Veronica Monier

Brett McKenna

Senior gets
salutatorian

honor late

After rechecking senior class
grades, PrairieHeightsHigh School
discovered that it had two sal utato-
riansinstead of one.

Itwasdiscovered after graduation
that Brett McKenna's grades put
himinatiewithGrant Bailey forthe
No. 2 spot in the Jennings Class of
2004.

Mr. Bailey wastheacknowledged
salutatorian and talked at gradua-
tion, but Mr. McKenna also de-
served the honor, Jennings school
officialssaid thisweek.

“Due to unforeseen circum-
stances, it was discovered after
graduation that Brett wasalso are-
cipient of the salutatorian award at
JenningsHigh School,” anotefrom
the school said.

“We would like to apologize to
Brettand hisfamily for thiserror. We
wish to congratulate Brett on this
accomplishment.”

Mr. McKenna was not only an
outstanding scholar, he was in-
volved in sports lettering, in foot-
ball, basketball and track, Coyote
Club, Boy Scouts, band and speech.
He is a member of the Catholic
Youth Organization and FCCLA.

He plans to attend Kansas State
University and major inaccounting.
Brett is the son of Mike and Joan
McKenna

Advocate group asks

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Representatives of the Court
Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) visited with the Norton
County commissioners on Mon-
day with areguest for money for
next year.

Kristal Stanton, executive di-
rector and only employee of
CASA, saidthat her groupismade
up of volunteers, who help chil-
dren.

Joining Ms. Stanton and the
commissioners were Magistrate
JudgeDebraAndersonandNorton
County CASA board members
Elaine and Joan Mann.

Theadvocateserviceisdifferent
from the programs offered by Ju-
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Company prepares for more business

By VERONICA MONIER

NatomaCorp. of Nortonispre-
paring for more business with
plans for expansion. The plans,
which arejust now getting under-
way, include an additional build-
ing, more employees and new
machinery.

Thenew building, whichwill be
just west of the original one, is
goingtobe21,600squarefeetand
connected by awalkway, said Gall
Boller, the company’s owner and
manager.

Mr. Boller said Natoma, which
isacontract manufacturer of high
precision machine parts for air-
craft avionics, medical and labo-
ratory instruments and environ-
mental companies, isuniquein
western Kansas.

“No one else does what we do
out here,” he said. “All the other
companiesthat manufacture pre-
cisonpartsareineasternKansas.”

venile Justice Authority, Ms.
Stanton said, in that the children
served are not necessarily in
troublewith thelaw.

The advocate service here
serves the 17th Judicial District,
she said, which includes Norton,
Decatur, Smith, Osborne, Phillips
and Graham counties. Last year
the advocates had 33 cases, six of
themin Norton County.

The advocate service costs be-
tween $21,000 to $25,000 ayear,
Ms. Stantonsaid. Last year thesix
counties paid $9,000 of that.

ElaineMannsaidthatinthepast
the program hasbeen helped with
money from the United Method-
ist Foundation, but that money has

Mr. Boller saidlately, customer
demand has outgrown what the
facility can do. Keeping up with
demandisthemainreasonfor the
expansion.

“We have a choice,” he said.
“We can either expand or we can
go backward.”

Theoldfacility hasbeen added
onto twice in the 20 years the
company’s been in Norton, he
said. With each new addition,
there were inconsistencies. The
new building, he said, will allow
Natoma swork to flow.

They will still usetheold build-
ing, mainly as office and mainte-
nance space and for shipping and
receiving.

With the expansion, Mr. Boller
hopes to add at least 10 new em-
ployeeswithinthenext 24 months
tothe45Natomaalready has, with
room for more.

Withfew exceptions, every em-

ployeehaslearnedtobeamachin-
ist after working at the company,
Mr. Boller said. It takesabout two
years going through the
company’s program before an
employeeis considered a skilled
machinist.

Theexpansionisbeingfinanced
throughaRural Telephonerevolv-
ingloanfundand First StateBank
and will cost around $300,000
without new equipment, he said.
After new equipment is bought,
thecost, hesaid, will total around
$1million.

“We need new equipment to
produce more and meet customer
demand,” he said. “We haven't
been seeking new customers and
have had to turn some down.
That’swhy we' reexpanding—to
meet new demandsfrom custom-
ers, old and new.

“Anything under $100,000 is
cheap. It'sgot tobethebest andthe

fastest. You get what you pay for
andthesemachinesmorethan pay
for themselves.”

Natoma has bought two new
machines so far thisyear and has
another onecomingin July. They
are anticipating buying another
two or three before the end of the
year.

Mr. Boller said they’ re hoping
the physical part of the expansion
will befinished at the end of July
or August and then will movethe
equipment tothenew building af -
ter that.

He said they are planning to
havean open housethisfall tocel-
ebrate the expansion anc
Natoma’s 20th anniversary in
Norton.

“We' d bemissing areal oppor-
tunity if wequitgrowing,” hesaid.
“Thetimeisright, the money i<
right and thework isthere.”

commissions for 2005 money

run out.

While grants are available to
buy Christmasgiftsand helpwith
other direct benefits for the chil-
dren, whenit comesdown to fun-
damental expensesliketelephone
and Internet services, thereareno
grants, Ms. Stanton said.

Judge Anderson said that the
advocateworkersareof great help
tothecourt— moresothan Social
and Rehabilitative Serviceswork-
ersinmany cases— becausethey
work directly with the children.

“ Sometimesthe CASA worker
istheonepoint of stability intheir
(children’s) lives,” Elaine Mann
said.

Ms. Stanton pointed out that all
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advocate workers are court ap-
pointed.

“| think we could serve more
cases but we have a shortage of
volunteers,” shesaid.

Volunteers must be trained and
certified, shesaid, and because of
the required background checks
and new government regulations
the checks must go through To-
pekanow instead of thelocal po-
lice. Thiswill costtheservice$150
avolunteer, shesaid, whichwill be
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hard on the budget.
Commissioner John Miller
asked Judge Anderson if she
couldn’t help get the backgrounc
checks and she said she woulc
look into it. She said she didn’t
know if she could help or not but
shewould seewhat could bedone.
“Everybody isjust looking out
forthechildren,” Ms. Stantonsaid.
The commissioners said they
would look at their budget for
2005 and see what they could do.
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