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A capacity crowd of family,
friendsand school personnel wit-
nessed 19 seniorsgothroughcom-
mencement exercisesin the high
school auditorium Sunday after-
noon.

Following the processional,
played by Vesta Jo Still, students
received a welcome from class-
mate Bailey Sammons.

Senior Megan Clements gave
theinvocation.

Followingaceremony inwhich
students gavetheir parentsroses,
the speaker was introduced by
Administrator Bob Jackson.

Social Studies teacher Lonnie
Jansonius, Logan High School
and 1988 Fort Hays State Univer-
sity graduate, then gave the com-
mencement address entitled “All

you need isapencil.”
Alluding to theline he
always uses when sur-
prising his students with
a “pop quiz,” Mr.
Jansoniuspassed out pen-
cilsto each graduate. He
used thepencil asameta-

ceeded on, so | tell you
Proceed On.”

He pointed out that
even chewed on pencils
areagood sign, because
they represent that effort
isbeingmadeandthat an
individual is really

horfortheseniors goas — working on his or her
e 9995 Stephanie  goq.
“Always keep your Ruff “Sosetyour goals, and

pencilssharpand doyour
best in whatever you choose
whether it be college, the work
force, or themilitary,” hesaid.
“Don’t put those pencils away,
even if you don’t know what to
expect.
“Explorers Lewis and Clark
had no ideawhat to expect, but as
they went west they always pro-

keep pursuingthem. Get
your work done, and don’t put
things off. As Willy Wonka said
‘Timeisyour most precious pos-
session, don’t wasteit.””

Kansas Citizenship Awards
were given to Megan Clements
and KyleMcClurgby highschool
counselor RobinVan Laeys. Mrs.
Van Laeys awarded the Charles

By KRISTEN BRANDS

The Northern Valley School
Board hired a new band teacher
duringitsMay 10 meeting.

Norton Community High
School and Fort Hays State Uni-
versity graduate Jeremy Wetter
has been hired astheinstrumen-
tal music director for next year.

In other personnel business,
George Griffith resigned as the
golf coach and gifted mentor.

After a closed session, Mr.
Griffithhasaskedtokeepthejob
of curriculum director at 11 per-
cent of hisbase salary.

Mr. Griffith showed off thetop
three student presentationsfrom
the high school sciencefair.

Junior High teacher James
Springer reported on the middie
school socia studiescurriculum,
suggesting he would like to see
more Kansas history taught at
lower levels.

He also reported on spelling

Board hires new band teacher

bee results and the Greater
Northern Educational Confer-
ence scholarship contest.

Third-grade teacher Verlaine
Schooler showedreportsthat her
students completed in Mrs.
Hempler’s computer lab. Each
student chosetwo states, finding
information onthem.

Thethird gradersthenlearned
to transfer, insert and save the
information ontheir computers.

Kindergarten teacher Tammy
Vincent presented apower point
presentation, which showed pic-
turesfrom Grandparents’' Day.

Membersdiscussedthejunior
highmath curriculum. Algebral
isbeingtaughtineighthgrade,in
order that studentscantakemore
advanced math in high school.
Plansfor next year areto offer a
pre-algebra course along with
algebral.

Recommendations for which
classeach student will beinwill

be made after reviewing lowa
Test of Basic Skillsand state as-
sessment test scores.

In other business, the board:

e Moved to support students’
golf participation, but voted that
itwill nolonger beaschool spon-
sored event.

* Approved classified staff to
receive pay rates. The amount
will bedetermined at alater date.
This does not include summer
help.

« Learned that Administrator
Bill Lowry will apply for E-Rate
projects including service con-
tracts. The projects will cover
paying for an intercom phone
system and awireless systemin
thegradeschool to operatel aptop
computers.

» Heard that board member
Kim Jessup has inquired about
the Foundation Endowment
Fund.

High prices

Kansas producers have wel-
comed this spring’s increase in
market prices.

Those with 2003 grain still on
hand or in open storagewere able
to take advantage of the higher
prices and if the trend continues,
cananticipategood pricesfor their
2004 crops.

Unfortunately, theincreasemay
haveadownsidefor farmers, who
recei ved advancecounter-cyclical
paymentsinOctober and February
under the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’ sDirect and Counter-
cyclical program.

“If effectivemarket pricescon-
tinue near their current levels,
Kansasproducersmay berequired
to refund part or all of the $15.9
million issued for 2003 counter-
cyclical payments,” said Bill R.
Fuller, stateexecutivedirector for
the K ansasFarm ServiceAgency.

mean refunds to feds

Mr. Fuller saidthe2003 advance
payments for corn, wheat, sor-
ghumand upland cottonweretrig-
geredin October 2003, when pro-
jected prices were below target
prices set by the 2002 farm bill.

“If the final effective market
pricefor any of thesecommodities
isabovethetarget price,” hesaid,
“producerswill berequiredtore-
fund any unearned counter-cycli-
cal payments.

“Counter-cyclical payments
serveasasafety net for producers,
helping make up the difference
between production costsandlow
market prices.”

Whether overpayments exist
will not be known until after the
end of each crop’s12-month mar-
keting year.

If refundsarerequired, hesaid,
farmerswill havetwooptions. The
default option will be to reduce

any program payments received
between October and March 2005.

The second option alows pro-
ducers to write a check to Com-
modity Credit Corp. for the un-
earned payments.

Kansas producers received ad-
vance payments of 7.7 cents per
bushel for corn, 3.15 cents per
bushel for wheat and 1.4 centsper
bushel for sorghum.

Producerswill bereceiving let-
tersfromtheFarm ServiceAgency
thismonth explaining thetwo op-
tions for refunding any unearned
counter-cyclical payments.

Additional information about
the 2002 Farm Bill and the Direct
and Counter-cyclical programis
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/
pas/farmbill/2002CCP_
100203.htm.
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Logan senior Valerie Jackson (left) entered the Logan Auditorium Sunday afternoon
during the graduation processional. Valerie is the daughter of Bob and Sue Jackson,
and she gave the salutatorian address later in the ceremony. A capacity crowd of family,
friends and school officials (above) filed out to congratulate the Class of 2004 after
— Telegram photos by Kristen Brand

graduation.

and Evah Dougherty Scholarship
of $1,000 to Valerie Jackson.
Receiving their diplomaswere
Taylor Andrew Archer, Megan
Danielle Clements, Robert Dean
Cox, Seth Ryan Diggs, Clorisa
Marie Fish, Amber Dawn
(Houser) Richard, Valerie Chris-
tine Jackson, Shawn LeeKachel,
KyleWadeMcClurg, Kelsey Lane
Noel, Stephanie Marie Ruff,
Bailey ChristinaSammons, Caro-
lyn Mary Shank, Samuel Jacob
States, Tyler Wayne Thomas,
James Royce Tidball, Tyson Eu-
gene Triplett, Eric Scott Van Der
Wege and Joell Arlene Yocum.
After honor awards were an-
nounced, val edictorian Stephanie
Ruff addressed her classmates.
“Remember thefirst day of kin-

dergarten, when some of us en-
teredtheschool’sdoorscryingand
hanging onto our parents’ legs?’
sheasked.

“Well today aswegraduateand
leave the school doors, things
aren’t that different only theroles
arereversed.

“1’veseenalot of cryingparents
unwilling to let go, but at least
none have clung to our legs mak-
ing ascene.”

Stephanie reminisced on their
classroomdays, and reminded her
friends to cherish the memories
and of their classmotto:

“In our future there are no im-
possibilities.”

Salutatorian Valerie Jackson
gaveaspeechentitled“ Areyouan
egg, acarrot, or acoffee bean?’

|h School sends 19 seniors out into the world

Valerie told the story of how &
mother called her young childinto
thekitchen after shehad boiled an
egg, a carrot, and some coffee
beans.

“The mother asked her child
‘which areyou most like ?"”

Valerie explained that the
mother pointed out toher childthat
each element faced adversity —
boiling water, and each one came
out differently.

“1 now ask you, how will you
faceadversity?’ shesaid.

Theclassviewed avideowhich
chronicled their yearsin school.

After thebenediction, given by
senior Kelsey Noel, and reces-
sional, thegraduatesreceived con-
gratulations.

Extension presents 2005 budget

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

The Norton County Extension
Council would like more money
next year and on Monday mem-
bers took their request to the
county commissioners.

Last year the extension asked
for $109,740for 2004 but thecom-
missioners only authorized
$97,328.

For 2005 thecouncil isrequest-
ing $110,400 but it won't know
what the commissionerswill OK
for several months, not until the
budgetsare set for theyear.

DanO’ Brien, head of theNorth-
west Kansas Extension Service,
and three members of the Norton
Extension Council met with the
commissioners on Monday and
handed in a proposed budget for
next year.

The biggest item on the budget
iswagesandsalariesfor theexten-
sion agent and the multi-county
agents, whowork for and arepaid
by several counties.

Mr. O’ Briensaidthat thecounty
islucky tohaveKeithVanSkikeas
its agent since he has been herea
long time and knows the county
and the people.

Thisyearthewagesand salaries
line of the extension budget is
$69,650. Next year it will be $68,
300.

Lastyearinordertoget downto
what thecounty waswillingto pay
the council cut budget items such
astelephoneandtravel. Oneitem
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that it has never been able to af -
ford, Council Chairman Carol Ri-
emann said is liability insurance
for the members.

“We'reall putting out personal
assets on the line to be on this
board,” Council member David
Davissaid.

Commission John Miller said
that there is some doubt as to
whether the council membersare
covered. He said they might be
under the county’s general insur-

ance.

Mr. O'Brien said that several
counties in the area have been
looking at consolidating into dis-
trictssimilartotheonethat Ottawe
and Saline counties are trying tc
form.

Ms. Riemann, however, saic
that the members of the Norton
Extension Council are not inter-
ested in consolidating with any
other counties unless it becomes
absolutely necessary.

Norton County Hospital will Sponsor:

“WATER AEROBICS””
(2) Classes Offered—

Classes will begin June 8 and run 8 Weeks; Tues. & Thurs.
Low Impact Aerobics — 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Regular Aerobics—5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Call to Enroll: Norton County Hospital
at 785-877-3351
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Bible
School
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Il ~ May 24-May 27
6:30-9:00 p.m. Nightly
For Ages 4 Years-6th Grade (rade Going into)

Theme: Walking with Jesus
Missions: Michelle Volgamore

Music—CRAFTS—SNACKS AND MORE!




