Halil to thee

our Alma M

75 graduate on Sunday
from Norton High School

(Continued from Page 1)

The Norton Community High
School choir sang Seasonsof Love

romthemusical, “ Rent.”

Senior Class Presi-
dent Ashton Lofgreen
gave her speech. “The
bigger ride.”

Miss Lofgreen asked
he class to remember
hat time when they

erejust alittletoo big
orthekiddieridesat the

county fair. Still since
hey wereusedtoriding

onthemthatiswhat they
ried.

“Yousitdowninyour
seat, and you're

hinkin’, huh, thisthing
doesn’t have as much
leg room asit used to.”
shesaid.“ Andyouhave

our elbows tucked in
close to your sides but

our arms are still
pressed up against the side of the
car and your knees are sorta up
around your earsand you' refeel -
ingalittletight, alittleuncomfort-
able, justalittletooconfined. And

hat’swhenyouthink, maybethis
is the summer that I’'m ready to
ride onthose bigger rides.

“Maybe I’'m ready to graduate
rom the little cars to the Ferris

heel, or the Scrambler or the
Tilt-a=Whirl, or maybe even, the
Octopus.”

Their high school careers have
beenaride, shesaid. But, nowthey
have outgrown the safe and com-

ortableconfinesof Norton Com-
munity Highand areready for the
challenges of theworld.

“I think. . .we'refeeling alittle
enclosed, just alittle confined.

“Andit’snot becausetheschool
is getting smaller — its simply
because we, as individuals, are
growing. We' reready for thebig-
ger ride.”

Shewentontoprai setheschooal,
especialy the fine arts program,

hich setsit abovemost othersin
hearea.

“Whether it'sacademics, orga-
nizations, athletics or the fine
arts,” shesaid.” It’snot difficultfor
individualsto getinvolved andto
be an active part of their educa-

ion.”

Every person in the class has
different talents she said, noting
many of thestudents’ favoriteac-

ivities or scholastic achieve-
ments.

“ Although our characters, our
alentsand our interest vary, each

of us has so much to offer the
orld,” shesaid.

Afterthebandplayed” Of aDis-
ant Star,” senior C.J. Thielegave

his speech called, “Direction of
life.”

Mr. Thiele congratulated the
class and quoted from Oliver

'endell Holmes, whosaid, “1 find
hegreat thinginthisworldisnot

C.J. Thiele

so much where we stand, as in
what directionwearemoving. To
reach theport of heaven, wemust
sail sometimeswiththewind and
sometimes against it, but
we must sail and not drift
or lieat anchor.”

Sofar, Mr. Thiele said,
theclasshasbeen heading
in theright direction. He
challenged the class to
continueintherightdirec-
tion.

Superintendent Lary
Stull said that two words
come to mind, apprehen-
sion and appreciation.

Parents are apprehen-
sive about their children
|leaving home and teach-
ersworry that they haven’t
doneenough, he said.

However, he said, he
views the class with ap-
preciation. It has been an
outstanding class with
many accomplishments.

He went on to name the many
accomplishments of the classin-
cludingacademic, athleticand ar-
tistic.

Heintroduced Peggy Stull, the
long-timehigh school art teacher,
who isretiring at the end of this
year. Mrs. Stull received astand-
ing ovation from the studentsand
crowd.

Then the stu-
dentsfiled pastthe
superintendent as
he called their
names and each
handed over some
object stolenfrom
theschool overthe
pastyear—asom-
brero from the
Spanish depart-
ment, an antique
football helmet,
tennis bals, eras-
ers, astapler, abox
of tissues, cups,
pictures, plagues.

“A little bit of
everything,” Mr.

Stull said later.

After each stu-
denthadhisor her
diploma they
turned their tas-
selsand al stood
to sing the Alma
Mater.

Then all heck
broke lose on the
stageasthegradu-
ates showered
each other with
confetti, sparkles
and silly string
until they looked
like a giant mov-
ingwedding cake.

The class of
2004 had gradu-
ated with pomp,
ceremony and a
bang.
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Joel Griffiths (above) received his diploma and a hand- above the stage during the ceremonies until it was thei
shake from Norton High Superintendent Greg Mannon turn to walk across the stage.

Sunday. The students, 75 strong, (top) sat on bleachers — Telegram photos by Cynthia Haynes

“We did it, we did it,” the Swisher twins, Jeana and Kesha, (above)
screamed as they hugged each other and danced around the stage
after receiving their diplomas. High School Principal Lary Stull (left)
sported asombrero returned to him bv a not-verv-contrite student.



