The blame could go

all theway to the top

The horrific treatment of Iraqi prisoners of war by American
military personnel goes beyond troubling. It’s sick. And the
photos showing smiling Americans as though these are acts
proudly proclaimed leave little wiggle room when it comes to
applying whatever punishment is handed out.

We only hope itisn’t some non-commissioned officer that
eventually becomes the scapegoat. This goes up much higher on

the chain of command.

There is much finger pointing going on, especially among those
with commissioned status. And the general in charge of the 16
prisons failed to make a compelling case when she allowed herself
to be interviewed on television this week.

We guess if heads are to roll, they have to start with those wear-
ing stars on their shoulders. After all those are the class of military
people who come in for all the praise and glory when success is
proclaimed. Now, with this utterly disgusting turn of events, they
must share the burden, the shame.

Donald Rumsfeld, secretary of defense, appeared before a
bunch of unhappy campers — senators and representatives — as
this was being written. It won’t be a cordial stage on which he will
perform. A grilling of unheard magnitude is promised.

Should he resign? Democrats on Capitol Hill are generally in
agreement that he should. Republicans on Capitol Hill are silent.
This is an election year and the path to the White House is being
riddled by several weighty issues. Prison torture is just the latest.
Unfortunately, this ordeal will become a campaign issue, instead
of a matter of justice being rendered in an unjust circumstance.

Perhaps this case won’t be decided until Nov. 2, when the
voters go to the polls. They will be the judge and the jury — and
who would have ever guessed that mistreatment of war prisoners
by American military people could be the deciding straw in the

battle for the White House.

— Tom Dreiling

What a parent says can
greatly impacta child

of how a parent’s memories and a

child’ smay differ. [t wasn’t until one
of our sonswasover 30that inthecourse
of aconversation hesaid to us,

“Do you remember when you sewed
my pillow case shut to punish me?’

Jack and | looked at each other wonder-
ingwhy theother had used that particul ar
disciplinetechnique.

“No,” webothreplied.

Our sonwent ontodescribetheincident
and then | remembered. He had been
about 5, and gottenaholein hispillow so
| sewed a pillowcase over the pillow to
extenditslife. All of these years our son
had thought wewere*“ disciplining” him.

Ontheflipside, another sonremembers
his father taking him fishing “all the
time”.

Thetruth; twiceonfreedaysat Paradise
Lakein Reno, Nev., | stayed home and
prayed they wouldn’t catch anything. It
wasn't the heal thiest |ooking of lakes.

Somewhere between these incidents
reststhetruth.

Parentshave such powerful influences
on their children. Our moods, looks and
actionsall communi cate messagesto our
children, probably moreprofoundly than
any wordswe speak.

I nour family wehaveavividreminder

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

A friend can say something and it car-
rieslittleweight, aparent saysitanditis
powerful. 1’ m not surethat power isever
eliminated, altered perhapsby aging, but
not gone.

A woman recently shared a conversa-
tion she had with her aging mother who
issuffering from Alzheimer’s.

The mother confessed she didn’t ever
want tobeamother. Thehurt waspower-
ful, evenwhenthecare-givingroleshave
been traded, the power hasn't.

Wetalk of peer group influence and it
isafact, but theultimatestrength restsin
aparent’ sword.

Andasthepillow caseincident shows,
theword had better beclarified. Welaugh
about thepillowcaseincident now, butin
truthitistroubling.

It reflects how strongly our role as a
parentimpactsour childrenandhow these
actionsand wordsarecarried on.
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NOTE TO SELF:
IS5UE
LARGER SKIRTS
TO HIDE BEHIND,

SENNTE BILL 589
AND HOUSE BILL HR 102
FOR THOSE
INTERESTED PARTIES,

b

The problemswith taxesgo onandon

id you remember to pay your
D property taxes? | was consider

ing some sort of civil disobedi-
ence rather than pay ours. It would be
easierif | understood why wechangedthe
date.

Sincewearefarmersl| alwayslikedthe
June 20 date. It was maybe possible that
wewould get somewheat to town before
thedeadlineor, for sure, beforethey print
your nameinthedelinquent tax listinthe
paper.

| can't think of any cropsthat are har-
vested around May 10in Kansas.

| amwondering how many farmershad
to go the bank and borrow the money. |
supposethat ishelpful totheeconomyin
away. Moreinterest for the banker.

| guessif weall just waited until June
20it would be hel pful to the state.

They would have alot of extramoney
from interest on late payments. What |
don’t understandishow it isreally help-
ful for the state to get the money 40 days
earlier. To meit falls under the heading
of “creative bookkeeping”, the kind that
got Enronintrouble.

Basically | think property taxesareun-
fair.

Wepay taxesinthreecountiesbut only
get to votein one. Thelocal and county
governmentsand school districtsinthose
other countiesget to decidehow touseour
money and wehavenorecourse. Andwe
pay alot more, proportionaly, thanfolks
that makeal ot moremoney but don’town
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alot of property.

L otsof peoplethink salestaxesareafair
tax, but it has been proven that it is ex-
tremely unfair tothosewithlowincomes.

A family withanincomeof $20,000has
tospendall itsmoney justtoliveand pays
salestax on every dollar. A family with
anincome of $200,000 only hasto spend
aportionof itsincomeonliving expenses.
They may choose to spend al of it, but
they havetheluxury of choice.

No one asked me but | think income
taxescomethe closest to being fair.

| know therearealot of problemswith
that also. But, at | east you can understand
it. Itishonest, not amanipulation unlike
what thegovernor and | egislaturehasput
inplacefor us.

| thought maybethereason| don’t un-
derstandthischanging of thetax deadline
wasbecausel amfromarural area. When
thegovernor wasstill inthelegislature, |
attended astatewidemeeting about child
care. Ms. Sebelius was a speaker for a
break out session | satinon.

During her remarks about the Social
and Rehabilitative Services (SRS) reim-

bursement to low-income families for
childcare, shesaid, “If youarefromaru-
ral areayoumay not understandthis,” and
went onto makeapoint.

She wasright | didn’t understand. |
didn’ tunderstandwhy beingfromarural
areawouldimpair my ability tounderstand.

It wouldn’t have been so bad if she
hadn’t made asimilar remark later. The
second time| was offended.

Social and Rehabilitative Servicesrules
for reimbursement of child carewerethe
same everywhere in Kansas. So what
applies in Topeka, appliesin Norton
County.

| think her point was she thought we
didn’t have any poor people out here.
Surely shewasn't inferring that we are
rubes, hicksor just plain dumb?

However, if that was her point, | con-
cede shejust may beright, becausel sure
don’t get thistax thing.

For therecord, | wastalkingtomy sis-
ter (wholivesinWichita) and shedoesn't
getiteither.

| suppose spending 15 years of her
youth in Norton County was too great &
handicap to overcome. Y ou can take the
girl out of therural areabut you can’ttake
therural areaout of thegirl.

By theway, in40days| amplanningtc
startanew business, itisgoingtoprovide
something you all need. The costisonly
$100 per person. Tomakemy booksbal -
ance |’ d appreciate payment now.

Thanksabunch.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
\Woman feels anesthesia should have been mentioned

Dear Editors,

| thoroughly enjoyed theinsert on Ru-
ral Health Careinlast week’ s paper. My
compliments for the many well-written
articlesabout the challengesrural hospi-
talsface in the current economy and the
many servicesthey are providing to stay
viable.

| was especially interested because |
have or have had clinical privileges at
every hospital writtenaboutinyourinsert.
| am acertified registered nurse anesthe-
tist (CRNA), one of the 30,000 in the
United Statesand oneof several who pro-
vide anesthesiaservicesin our area.

CRNAs are advanced practice nurses
(APRN'’s) who specialize in anesthesia.
We were the first specialistsin anesthe-
sia, beginning 120yearsago, butwehave
been called “the face behind the mask”
and “the best kept secret in health care.”
Andeveninour rural areawhereweknow
our neighbors, | guesswe still are. | was
dismayed as| read about al the services
and professionalslisted by the hospitals
that not one mentioned anesthesia.

Several hospital smentioned obstetrics.
CRNAsintheareaprovidepainrelief for
labor anddelivery andare” oncall” incase
an emergency C-section must be done.
Other hospital smentioned thespecialists
that are coming to our rural hospitalsand
what awonderful advantagethatisfor us.
For those specialists that come and do
painful procedures or perform surgery,

how could that have been arrangedif an-
esthesia was not readily available to
them? Emergency services were men-
tioned by several hospitalsand| salutethe
often unsung heroes who take their time
to be trained and serve to provide emer-
gency care. However, often when the
ambulance arrives at the hospital, one of
the providers who is waiting there is a
CRNA calledinincasethereisaneedfor
our particular skills.

Sixty percent of the 30,000 CRNASsin
Americawork inrural health carein ex-
actly thesituations| mentioned. They are
anintegral part of our rural hospital sstay-
ingviable. Sincetheinsertdidn’tmention
them, | will: LeonNielson CRNA, Good-
land and Colby; Rick Abbot CRNA,
WakK eeney, but also Oakley and Norton;
Brad Wertz CRNA of Quinter aswell as

othersincluding CitizensMedical Center
in Colby; Gary Kliewer CRNA, Fort
Morgan, Colo., who also goes tc
Burlington, Colo., and St. Francis; Gary
Bartel CRNA, Oberlin; and myself,
CRNA for Cheyenne County Hospital,
Rawlins County Health Center, Dundy
County Hospital, and Kit Carson County
Hospital with privilegesat fiveothers.
Between all of us, patientsinour rura
areahaveexpert anesthesiacareavailabl e
for obstetrics, surgery, trauma, and pain
management. Maybe now, your readers
will recognize* thefacebehindthemask”
and hopefully the “best kept secret in
healthcare” isn’t so secret anymore.
Sincerely,
Kim Zweygardt CRNA
Moonlight AnesthesiaPA
St. Francis

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



