Budget cuts have parksworrled

During the 2004 Kansas Park Managers
meetingin El Doradothispast February, Parks
Division Director Jerry Hover advised the
managersthat thebudget concernsof the past
several years will continue into the future
without adedicated funding source.

Mr.Hover toldthegroupthat the State Fed-
eral Fund percentageof theParksDivisionop-
erating budget hasgonefrom 60 percent of the
total budget approximately 20year ago, down
to 18 percent during thecurrent year. Thede-
partment hasbeen notifiedthat continued cuts
inthegeneral fund areplanned and thisfund-
ingwill beeliminated by 2006.

In other words, the parksdivision must be-
comenearly self-supportinginthefuture. This
isvery unfortunate since the $1.2 millionin
state general fundshashel ped the state parks
generate a $658 million economic impact to
the State of Kansas.

Several options are being researched and
changesinthe permit fee structure areinevi-

Water down this year

Currently, theK eith SebeliusReservoir el -
evationis2287.6, or 16.7 feet bel ow conser-
vation pool. Last year at thistime, theeleva-
tionwas2291.7.

Compared to many of the reservoirsin
southwest Nebraskaand eastern Colorado, the
Keith SebeliusReservoirisinvery good con-
dition, especially if youcompareittotheMay
1992 elevation of 2278.6 or 25.7 feet below
conservation pool.

Jalapeiio bacon,
pepper jack
cheese and
TABASCO mayo.

Only $299
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tableif the parksareto continueto operate at
their current level of service. Dueto funding
shortages, the state parks have an estimated
$44 million backlog of facility and mainte-
nance needs.

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST AT KEITH
SEBELIUS RESERVIOR:

e Free Fish Days are June 5
and 6.

e The applicationdeadline
for biggameisMay 31. Resi-
dent whitetail-only permits
may be purchased over the
counter. To hunt mule deer,
residents mustapply during
theresidentany-deer appli-
cation period. Any-deer ap-
plications will be available
onlinein late June. The resi-
dent any-deer application
deadline will be mid-july.
The exact date willbe onthe

application.

Only for a limited time...
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Using asassy shad, Norton’s Vernon Carlton snagged this 13 3/4 inch,
1 pound, 6 ounce large mouth bass on March 17.

WELCOME FISHERMEN,

CAMPERS AND T OURISTS!
Enjoy
your

and
Sebelius
Reservoir

1101 W. Highway 36
Norton, Kansas
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