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\What about
our own peaple?

We continue to receive a letter (circulating on the Internet)
supposedly written by a member of the military extolling the
achievements racked up in Iraqg since our invasion of that country

a year ago.

It reads more like propaganda than it does reality.
If in fact all of this is taking place, we would suspect the Depart-
ment of Defense would be releasing the information instead of

some obscure Internet author.

Which brings up a bothersome issue with us: The money being

spentin Iraq.
Billions upon billions.

We are supposedly making life better for the people of that
country who, we might add, are still dodging bullets as this is
being written. What kind of betterment is that?

And we are also concerned about those billions of dollars going
over THERE while right HERE we have people going to bed hun-
gry, people who can’t afford to buy prescription drugs, people
living on the streets, an educational system that seems to be
sinking because there isn’t enough money to keep it afloat,
people who can’t afford hospital stays, people without health
insurance, rat-infested rundown neighborhoods, under nour-
ished youngsters — and the list could easily fill this newspaper.

Maybe after we have rebuilt Iraq into a war-to-prosperity
model, they can come over here and take care of all those people
in this great land that aren’t being taken care of by their very own

government.

Charity starts at home. And although we feel for those in other
lands who are deprived, we must also recognize the fact that we,
too, have those who are deprived.

We can find the funds to rebuild and enhance the lives of those
in places far removed from where we live, but we just can’t quite
seem to find the funds to do what needs to be done to enhance

the lives of our very own.

The letter extolling the great strides being made in Iraq since
our invasion is more of a slap in the face than it is of proud ac-

claim.

Tom Dreiling

[t's not what we say,
but how we say It

it.” Soundfamiliar?Frequently, when

| wasachildmy mother wouldsay this
to me and | found it a recurring phrase
when | wasraising my own children.

One of the few times | remember my
father actually being angry with mein-
volved an “attitude” | exhibited towards
my mother.

Hemadeitvery clear | wasnot to speak
toherinthat “tone”.

| knew better than to use that “tone”
with any adult, actually with anyone re-
gardlessof age.

Some would have us believe we were
mistreated because of this requirement,
but it wasn't amatter of force or control,
it came down to simple respect; the re-
spect of anindividual and achild of God.

Parentshaveanobligationtoinstill re-
spectintheir childrenandtorespecttheir
children.

Parentsteach childrentheart of conver-
sation.

Children learn by experience and ex-
ample how to discusstopicsof concern.

Wewon't alwaysagreeand sometimes
we have to agree to disagree but it does
meanweconversewithasenseof respect
for each other’ sbeliefs.

No oneissaying it isaways easy or
prudent to try to see thingsthrough your

I t' snot what you say, it’ show you say
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teen-ager’ s eyes, but allowing them the
ability todiscussthingsand neither resort-
ingtothe“tone” isimportant.

Unfortunately, children do not have
great role model s outside of their imme-
diate families from which to learn these
lessons.

Recently whilewatchinga“talk” show
on a24-hour newschannel, | watchedin
disbelief atwhatwenow identify asdebate.

My high school debate teacher would
havebeen horrified. Thehigh school En-
glishteacher would havesent these* con-
tributors” totheoffice.

Whatever happened to conversation?

Y ouknow that giveandtakeof sharing
ideas.

These" educated” expertsweresobusy
interrupting and phrasing their replies
withthat “tone” that littleinformation of
any substancearose.

Debateishealthy, sarcasmisn’t.

It snot what wesay, but how wesay it.
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Camp horrors aren't so bad anymore

ast Friday, | remembered why |

hated goingto campwhen | wasa

kid — creepy bathrooms, ticks
and freezing nights. But then, by Satur-
day morning, lifewasn’t so bad.

| wokeup early, redlly, redlly early.

We retalking6a.m. here, people. Now
that may not seem early to some people,
buttome, it’ shorrid. Weate breakfast at
7am.(whoeatsat 7am.?) andthenkilled
timeuntil thewelcomethingy started.

Oh, I supposel shouldtell youwhat I'm
talking about. Well, my Momand | went
to a“Women inthe Outdoors’ weekend
at Rock Springs near Junction City last
weekend.

| was truly amazed. There was turkey
hunting (poor womenhadtoget upat 3:30
a.m. Sunday); ATV riding; hand gun,
riffle and shot gun clinics; archery; and
several different typesof fishing, among
other things.

| opted for botany and canoeing.

Botany wasalot of fun. Wewalked up
and down and all around, while our in-
structor, Spencer Tomb, told uswhat stuff
was. Wetried wild celery (whichwasn’t
toobadif kind of strong. Theleavestasted
better than the stem), echinacearoot and
someother stuff, al pulledright fromthe
ground.

We met some horses, saw a couple of
water snakesand learned about thediffer-
ent floraand faunaof theplains.

We also got to try “bounce”, whichis
vodka, cherriesand sugar.

Night
Noise
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It makes agood cough syrup, Spencer
said. Italsowarmsthestomachand makes
you feel good, but what else would you
expect from sugar and vodka?

My canoeing classwas amixed expe-
rience. At first | was kind-of worried
about tipping theboat when | wasgetting
in.| canoedalotwhenl wasakid, butthis
instructor had us get in adifferent (and
somewhat more complicated) way.

We had to step into the middle of the
boat and then climb, either backward or
forward, over the barsto get to our cho-
sen seat.

Okay, fine. Withalittlebit of wobbling
andalot of shaking, | managedthisamaz-
ing feat. Unfortunately, | didn’t let go of
the dock when the canoe started to drift
and so was stretched out over the little
lake.

My instructor (Kathleen) saidtolet go.
| said no, waited for aminuteand didwhat
sheasked.

It wasthewrong thingto do as| found
myself uptomy chestinvery coldwater.
Itwasabit of ashock asl’ m sureanyone

could see by the expression on my face.

After amoment of completeinactivity,
I climbed out, squelchedtomy car, drove
to my cabin, changed clothes, and went
back to the canoes.

It wasn't such abig deal after that. I'd
already fallen in so what else could go
wrong? K athleen was my canoeing part-
ner andwaspleasantly surprisedthat | did
know what | wasdoing.

She said | was atrooper and that she
didn’t think if shefell in that she would
change clothesand start all over again.

Well,  would havenever livedit down
if I wouldn’t have gotten back in the ca-
noe. Besides, | got at-shirt for being such
agood sport. What more can you ask?

—nn—

| haveacold. It'sworsethanfallingin
thelake. It started with asorethroat four
days ago, then moved to handkerchief
time.

Now, four dayslater, my noseisstuffed
up, my ears are plugged, and my chest
feels like someone started my lungs on
fire. Ohyeah, my headisa sostuffedwith
something likewool.

Lifeisgreat.

—nn—

Thisweekend we' re going to Omaha.
I’m taking my mom and my brother tc
Riverdance, although | really shoulc
make him pay for it. Oh well, what are
older brothersfor if not to bankrupt their
younger sisters.

\eterans gather at war memorial

Thenew National WorldWar Il Memo-
rial opened thisweek. During Memorial
Day weekend, thousands of WW 11 vet-
eransfromacrossthecountry will gather
inthenation’ scapital todedicatethenew
monument on the National Mall.

Thisweek, | alsointroducedacongres-
sional resol utionthat recognizesthemore
than 16 million Americans who served
during World War |1, the 400,000 who
died defending the country and the mil-
lions of men and women who supported
the effort on the homefront. The resolu-
tionalso cel ebratesthe compl etion of the
memorial.

Theresolution, also recognizesthe ef-
forts of National Chairman former Sen.
Robert J. Doleand National Co-Chairman
Frederick W. Smith for their roleinrais-
ing donationsto pay for the construction
of thememorial.

In addition, the resolution recognizes
the efforts of actor Tom Hanks, the Ad-
vertising Council and the History Chan-
nel for their role in increasing public
awareness of the heroic achievements of
American World War I veteransand for
raising support for the memorial.

After years of planning, | am pleased
that we, asanation, arefinally recogniz-
ing the selfless sacrifice and undaunted
courage of the World War 11 generation
with anational memorial.

Preventing Tax Increaseson Married
Couples

| supported House passage of legisla-
tion that would prevent tax increases for
30millionmarried couples. Thisbill will

Capitol
Views
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help young couples keep more of the
money they earn. Before2001, amarried
coupleearningsimilarincomespaid more
in taxes than two single taxpayersfiling
individually.

Tax relief passed by Congressin 2001
phased out these penalties by providing
coupleswith astandard deductionthatis
twicethat of singletaxpayers. Thelegis-
lationwould makepermanent thebenefits
of the2001-passed tax relief and prevent
married couples from facing tax in-
Creases.

Thislegidationwill now gototheSen-
atefor consideration.

Hosting KansasL egislatur e Show on
Public Television

| will moderatethe” KansasL egidature
Wrap-Up” show liveon Smoky HillsPub-
licTelevision. Theshow will focusonthe
legislative activities of the 2004 Kansas
Legislature.

Participating in the program will be
members of the Kansas House and Sen-
ate, including: Senator Stan Clark, (R-
Oakley), Senate District 40; Senator
Larry Salmans, (R-Hanston), SenateDis-
trict 37; Representative DeenaHorst, (R-
Salina), House District 69; Representa-

tiveDennisMcKinney, (D-Greensburg),
House District 116; Representative Jim
Morrison, (R-Colby), HouseDistrict 121;
and Representative Ral ph Ostmeyer, (R-
Grinnell), House District 118.
Unitingfor American Soldiers

| gaveaspeech onthefloor of theU.S.
House of Representatives about the war
inlrag. Duringthespeech, | called onmy
fellow membersof Congressto put parti-
san politicsaside and support our troops.
| donot consider it unpatrioticto question
government decisions, but what we need
today arepoliticianswho put the country
above partisanship and our nation ahead
of the next election. We need statesman-
ship.

A full copy of the speech can befound
at: www.house.gov/apps/list/speech/
ks01_moran/sp042704Irag.html.

Honoring Senator Robertsat 2004

Eisenhower Institute Awards

On Wednesday, | attended the 2004
Eisenhower I nstitute Awards Ceremony
in Washington. Founded in 1983, the
Eisenhower Ingtitute is dedicated to ad-
vancing President Dwight Eisenhower’ s
intellectual andleadershiplegaciesinfor-
eign and domestic policy. Annually, the
Ingtitutegivesan awardtothoseindividu-
als whose accomplishments reflect
Eisenhower’ s legacy of leadership anc
integrity in the public domain. Senator
Robertswasselected for hisleadershipin
Congress as the Chairman of the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence and as
a prominent member of the Armed Ser-
vicesand Agriculture Committees.



