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FISHING — HUNTING

THEY RE BACK...

By VERONICA MONIER

Thecoming of April brought thebeginning
of Ray and L etaK oel’ sei ghth seasonascamp
hostsfor Prairie Dog State Park.

Asthepark’ scamphosts, oneof theKoel’s
main duties is keeping campers apprised of
weather conditions and, in the event of high
winds or atornado, direct them to shelter in
the bath house.

They alsogivedirectionsand answer ques-
tions, clean the park area and near-by bath
house, and carefor thelawn, flowersandtrees
in the campground area. The flowers were
donated by Norton Flowers, Giftsand Green-
house, which the Koelsreally appreciate.

Another bigduty istoassist campersinany
way they can. They have Kansas maps and
travel and event guides on hand for visitors,
aswell asrecentissuesof theReservoir News.

Occasionally, theK oel scanbeseengiving
a camper alift in their golf cart to another
campsiteor tothepark officetousethephone.
They work closely with the park rangers as
well asother park personnel.

L etasaidtheonethingthey aren’ tdoingthis
year that they have donein the past isselling
park permits. Shesaidit’ sall goingtobedone
throughthepark officeor thesel f pay station.

“The park isin the process of computeriz-
ingthepermit system, whichiswhy wearen't
sellingthepermitsdownhere,” shesaid. “But
they (the campers) canleavethemwith us.”

“We' Il still becheckingto makesureevery-
onehasapermit though,” said Ray.

L eta said they were still going to keep a
record of who parkswhere, so that the rang-
ers or family members could find the camp-
ersin case of an emergency.

They arealso selling ice again thisyear to
keep the campersand their beverages cold.

Ray and Letawould like to remind every-
one to please put out their fires before leav-
ing. Withthehighwinds, firecan spread very
easly.

With spaciouscamper pads, colorful flow-

ers, beautiful scenery and nicebathrooms, the  the summer.
Ray and Leta, and their dog Jasmine, will

PrairieDog StatePark isagood placeto spend

resideat campsitenumber eight until Oct. 15.

Ray and Leta Koel, along with their dog Jasmine, began their eighth season as the camp hosts of Prairie Dog
State Park last month. The Koels can be found at campsite eight, giving whatever help is needed to the spring

and summer campers until Oct. 15.
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