City, county
move closer
to agreement

By VERONICA MONIER

Norton County and the city of
Norton are getting closer to an
agreement onwho payshow much
for dispatch services.

Thetwogroupshavebeenfeud-
ing over a $44,000 cap on ex-
pensesinthepresent contract. Last
year thecity only paid $44,000 but
the sheriff said that the city’s part
of expenses for dispatch was
much higher.

The county canceled the con-
tract but the cancellation will not
go into effect until the end of this
year.

Meanwhile, both groups have
been trying to come together to
work out asolutiontotheproblem.

At last night’s city Finance
Committee meeting, Sheriff Troy
Thomson said theNorton County
commissioners are willing to
agree to an expense cap based on
hisestimate of what it will cost to
run the dispatch service, and also
arewillingtokeepthetermination
notice at one year although they
had wanted to change it to six
months..

Sheriff Thomson said he ex-
pectsthecost of dispatchthisyear
to beabout $25,000 morethanthe
$44,000 cap. He asked if the city
wouldbewillingtopay half of this,
or between $12,000 and $13,000,
while the county picked up the
rest.

Healso said it could bewritten
in that the new agreement would
begin Dec. 4, 2004 andwouldrun
through Dec. 31, 2005, which
would eliminate the problem of
the contract expiring before the
end of theyear.

“You (the committee) can dis-
cuss this with your people (the
council),” he said. “Then we can
get some paperwork started and
get thissigned.”

“We appreciate you hangingin
there,” said Councilman Jerry
Hawks. “We're all in this to-
gether.”

He said the sheriff and county

would have the council’s answer
Thursday morning.

CityAdministrator RobLawson
saidthecity has$52,000 budgeted
for county expenses.

After the $44,000 goesinto the
dispatch and other expensespaid,
thecity would havearound $6,000

to $8,000 to spare. Therest, he |

said, will beinthehole.

In other business, the commit-
tee:

e Heard from Airport Board
ChairmanIvanKinghamaboutthe
finances of the City/County Air-
port. Mr. Kingham told the com-
mittee that the airport isgoing to
be about $10,000 short thisyear.

“We have been depleting our
reserves and are now getting fur-
ther and further behind,” he said.
“Our operating costs have in-
creased to about $64,000 to
$65,000 and we are not receiving
nearly that amount.”

Mr. Kingham said there didn’t
seemtobeanything el sethat could
be cut out of the budget.

« Listened to areport from Mr.
Lawson about aMunicipal Lead-
ership Class he attended.

Mr. Lawson said it was sug-
gestedthat city look intotel ephone
linefranchisefeestomakesureall
of thecompanieswho usethelines
pay for them, and also a storm
water fee.

He said if the city charged a
storm water fee of $2 per cus-
tomer, the city would have about
$53,000 to do some major curb
and gutter repair aroundtown. He
said other citieshavedonethisand
it hasworked out well.

Mr. Lawson said at the same
meeting, they were cautioned not
torely too heavily on salestaxes,

but rather look more towardsthe |

mill levy.

Sales taxes are too unpredict-
able, hesaid hewastold.

He said he was going to begin
giving the committee a quarterly
financial report, soit would know
what money isavailable.
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Lending a hand at the tennis benefit Sunday were Patricia Hagman (above left) and
AngelaHenderson. Accepting donations were KaylaJuenemann and Chelle Donovan.
Volunteers serve the large crowd (below) that came to show their support for the

Norton Community High School tennis program.  — Telegram photos by Vicki Henderson
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Benefit

@ ralses cash

| for courts

Almost 300 people turned out
Sunday evening to eat, visit anc
help save Norton’stennis courts.

Jay Holste, one of the motivat-
ingforcesbehindtheeffortto save
thecourtsandgirl’stennis, said he
was pleased with the benefit’s
turnout.

Mr. Holstesaid therewasanice
crowd of almost 300 people whc
came to the tennis courts to eat
porkburgers and make adonation
tohelpsavethecourts. Mr. Hol ste
said they raised enough money,
about $2,000, to cover the cost of
repairsand thecrew hiredtodothe
repairswill start work Thursday.

First, the postswill beremoved
and replaced. The crew will file
away thehigh spotsandfill-inthe
low spots before three coats of
sealers and color coating are ap-
plied to the playing surface.

Mr. Holste praised Dave and
Lisa Donovan for spearheading
thevolunteerswho sponsored the
benefit. Hesaid | otsof volunteers
worked hard to make the event &
success.

School celebrates phy3|cal educatlon

Eisenhower Elementaryisjoin-
ing the country in honoring May
as National Fitness and Sports
Month and will be celebrating
National Physical Education Day
on Wednesday.

Physical Education Teacher
Joan Bolt said people need to be
reminded that healthy, physically
activeyoungsterslearnbetter. She
said physical educators are con-
cerned about the omission of
physical educationintheNo Child
Left Behind legislation.

Mrs. Bolt said she believed
many children will beleft behind
if they donotlearnhowtoachieve
andmaintainhealth-rel atedfitness
and other healthy behaviors, have
opportunitiesto exploretheir po-
tential, gainanunderstandingand
appreciation of their responsibili-
tiesascitizens, and devel op char-
acter traitstohel pthemmakegood
decisions.

“Quality physical education
programs provide the foundation
for healthy, active lifestyles that
support al learning and help en-
sure success in future pursuits,”
shesaid.“Whilefamiliesandcom-
munitiesplay animportantrolein
theprevention of obesity and other

Bulls for
Sale

We have a great selection
of Maine Anjou, Limousin
and Limi-Jou Bulls and
Heifers for sale at the
farm.

Contact:
Schilling Cattle
6885 Rd. 32
Edson, Kan.
785-694-2731
www.schillingcattle.com

health risks, schools must help
childrendeveloptheskills, knowl-
edge and confidence necessary to
adopt and maintain a healthy
lifestyle.

“Thiscommunity isvery fortu-
nate that families are so support-
iveof improvingthewell-being of

itschildren. Withall thepossihili-
tiestobeactivethroughtheschool,
recreation department, organiza-
tionsand other programs, the stu-
dentshaveagood chanceto be fit
and active. Along with these op-
portunities, they receiveimportant
experiences that team responsi-

bilities, teamwork, tolerance,
dedication, socia interactionsand
other lifestyle behaviors.”

To celebrate National Physical
Education Day, the students of
Eisenhower Elementary will be-
gin the day doing the “Hokey
Pokey” together at 8 a.m.

Problem Solved!

Complete Computer Diagnosis

CAREFUL ATTENTION SETS
OUR SERVICE SHOP
APART FROM OTHERS
~Tune-ups ~Air Conditioner
~Brakes ~Exhaust System
~Shocks ~Radiator Repair

WALTER

MOTOR COMPANY
NORTON—1-800479-3112 (877-3112)

Construction

OVERLEASE
CONSTRUCTION

4R 785-877-2115

% 410 South Street
ek, 2emodleling *Additions «Custom Cabinets

Call Greg Overlease for all your carpentry needs

Auto Service Repair

Bulletin Board

Business and Professional Directory

Your Guide to Services Available in Northwest Kansas

Auto Glass Repair
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AUTO GLASS REPAIR & HEPLAC!I!N"
Frank and Pauline Kaiser-Owners

P.O. Box 93
Long Island, KS 67447

888-247-5153

CALL MOBILE,
WE COME TO YOU

Insurance usually waives deductible on repairs

Painting

) Prestige

Painting & Drywall
CoMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
eInterior & Exterior Painting
*Hanging and Finishing Drywall
*Commercial Wall Coverings
*Residential Papering
Owner—Randall S. Bantam
Norton, KS — 785-877-6905 |

Hot Opportunity

Wouldn’t Your Ad Look Great Here???
Call Carol or Bill

877-3361

— Over 18 Years Experience —

CALL

Spaces Always
Available:

1’ per month — $42.50
2”” per month — $76.50
3” — per month — $103.50

Give Your Business the Attention it Deserves!!
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785-877-3361

ORTON

SALESPERSON
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This home offers a real vision for a family or couple looking for unique living. A formal living
and dining area is divided by a wood staircase giving a sense of a private sanctuary. One
bedroom and a bathroom plus a newly remodeled kitchen in 2003 add expression. On the
second level two bedrooms are nestled in the peaks. A small bathroom and foyer suggest
creativity for this “Visionary” home. The enclosed basement staircase gives way to a laundry
room and storage area to the right. An outside entrance to the basement adds an emergency
escape route in case of fire. A storage shed with carport has an attached garage with a small
shop area. So many fine details like closets, ceiling fans, wood burning fireplace, vinyl trim and
masonite siding just top off the reaon for you to vision this home as yours.

Duane R. McEwen

East Hwy. 36, 601 East Holme,
Norton, KS 67654 « PH 785-877-3032

R Metcalf
J Real Estate

Carolyn Burtis, Broker
785-475-2111
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ANNOUNCING
The New E-Z-GO ST 4X4!
See It AT AMERICAN GoLF CARs
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Bus. 785-434-4940
Res. 785-425-6438
Cell 785-623-3878

FeaTurING Auto. TRANS., HUGE FUEL TANK CARRYING
Capracity AND GRoUND CLEARANCE LIKE A Pickup

Numerous Reconditioned Golf Carts
Gas and Electric (‘97-’02)

“WE ARE THE GoLF CAR PeoprLE”
e-mail: agcars@classicnet.net

1200 S. WASHINGTON — PLAINVILLE, KANSAS 67663
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