OnTV.

Take advantage of the best
local guide to what's on TV
next week with The Tele-
gram’s handy schedule of
programming.
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Sports:

Norton Kid Wrestlers have
good year.
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Norton, Kansas
Home of Carol Gay

Second half
of taxes Is due

The second half of personal and
real estate taxes are due at the
Norton County Treasurer’s office
on Monday.

The Kansas Legislature changed
the date that the second half of
taxes are due from June 20 to May
10 last year in order to help the
state budget crisis.

Taxes not paid by Monday will
be charged interest at 8 percent
annually and after July 31, delin-
quent real estate notices will be
published in the paper.

Sheriff, police
giving away locks

The Norton County Sheriff’s
Office and the Norton Police
Department are giving away free
gun locks, no questions asked, to
anyone who wants one as a part of
the national Project ChildSafe
initiative.

The sheriff’s department has
500 large caliber and 100 small
caliber locks, while the police
department has 200 large caliber
and 100 small caliber locks.

The locks may be picked up at
the sheriff’s office on the first floor
of the Norton County Courthouse
or at the police station on the east
side of the city building and will be
given out until they are gone.

Meals on Wheels
volunteers needed

Volunteers are needed to deliver
meals for the Meals on Wheels
program during the week of May
10-16.

If you or your organization could
help, please call Alice Hawks in the
Dietary Department at the Norton
County Hospital, 877-3351.

Forecast:

Tonight — Mostly clear and not as
cool. Lows in the mid 50s. Wednesday
— Mostly sunny and warmer. Record
highs in the upper 90s. Wednesday
Night — Clear with lows around 60.
Thursday — Mostly sunny with record
highs in the mid 90s. Thursday Night
— Mostly clear with lows in the upper
50s. Friday — Mostly sunny with highs
in the lower 90s.

Howell report:

Friday ....ooovvveiiicne High 49, Low 41
Saturday .........cccevevenene. High 65, Low 37
SuNday .....ooveveeeieeenn High 65, Low 37
Monday ........cccceevevenene. High 78, Low 53
Weekago .....ccocevveernnne. High 87, Low 49
Monthago ........c.ccc..... High 74, Low 42
Yearago ......oceeevverenenn. High 78, Low 50

May precipitation ................. 0.00 inches

Year-to-date precipitation .....5.23 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

God of all the world, teach us to
celebrate our differences and to love
each other the way you love us. Amen

Skateboarders want to expand area

By VERONICA MONIER

The skateboarders and rollerbladers
who usethecity’ s skate park want to ex-
pand thefacility.

TanyaTemmel, whoisorganizing the
group, and about half of the skaterswho
use the park were at Monday's Parks
Committee meeting to talk about theim-
provementsthey hopeto make.

Mrs. Temmel, whoisthemother of sev-
eral skaters, said they want to expand the
concrete slab and put in several new

ramps. She said they didn’t want any
money from the city and had already
raised $250 since a story about the park
waswrittenin The Norton Telegram.
Todd Zink, a skateboarder, said they
wanted to take out a section of the con-
creteandextendtheslabtowardthecreek.
Theywouldasoliketoputinachainlink
fence so they don’t interfere with the
Frisbeegolf playersandviceversa. They
alsowouldliketo add half pipes, quarter
pipes, a small bowl (which islike an

empty swimming pool) and somerails.

Mrs. Temmel saidthepark wasaplace
for the youngsters to go have fun rather
than doing things that would get themin
trouble. Shesaidthey wanted tokeepthe
park cleaned up and makeit aplacemore
youngsters would want to come and be
proud of .

City Administrator Rob Lawson said
theyoungsterswho cleaned at thepark af -
ter arecent vandalism did anicejob.

CouncilmanRonBriery said hethought

the plan was worthwhile, but wanted
someone to draw up exactly what they
(theskaters) want todo. Hesaid they neec
aproposal so the other council members
could see plansfor improvement.
Theskaterssaidthey would havesome-
thing drawn up by today so it could be
presented at Wednesday’ scouncil meet-
ing.
Mr. Lawson asked that the skaters not
move the park’s picnic tables from the
(Continued on Page 5)

Administrator Rich Miller (above right) gives the
opening welcome at the Norton County Hospital’s
dedication celebration and open house com-
memorating the completion of its renovations
Sunday afternoon. Following the welcome, Curt
Archibald enjoyed some cookies before going on

aguided tour.

Trash truck
back in action
after accident

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Merril Tibbetts' truck will be picking
up trash again thisweek, Norton County
Commissioners heard at their meeting
Monday.

The Tibbetts trailer was destroyed a
littleover aweek agoduringawindstorm
in Hill City. Since then the county has
been hauling trash to Phillipsburg in the
county dump trucks although commis-
sioners had discussed using Darren
Wentz out of Norcatur, butitdidn’t work
out.

Solid Waste Supervisor Curt Archibald
saidthat thehauling company isgettinga

(Continued on Page 5)

— Telegram photo by Cynthia Haynes
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TheNorton School Board held aspe-
cia meeting Friday todeal with person-
nel matters.

President AnnaFoley calledfora30-
minute closed session, followed by a
20-minute extension; and then five
more minutes to discuss non-elected
personnel.

When the meeting re-convened the
board decided to:

» Accept the resignation of Mrs.
Jenni e Patterson asassi stant sponsor of
the KAY Sprogram.

* Reducethenumber of kindergarten
sectionsfromthreetotwoduetoantici-
pated lower enrollment.

NIres
next year

* Approvethe expansion of the K+
program from one semester program
toafull year.

* Postponeactiononwhether or not
tooffer art at Eisenhower Elementary
until the next board meeting to allow
membersto receivemorecommunity
input.

« Offered teaching contracts to all
certified staff and work agreements
toall classified staff, whohavenot re-
signed. Salary and benefitswill bede-
termined later.

The next meeting of the board will
beat 7:30 p.m., Monday in the meet-
ing room of the Alice Tweed Center.

hows off new

Crowd attends dedication and tour, gets cookies, coffee

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County residents turned out in drovesto
attendthehospital renovation dedicationon Sunday
and get aguided tour through the new facilities.

Hospital Administrator Richard Miller served as
the master of ceremonies introducing the seven
speakers, who each spokefor about five minutes.

Kathy Holste, president of the hospital board of
trustees, gave the welcome.

Steve Poage, vice president of finance for the
KansasHospital Association, congratul ated thehos-
pital administration for the uniqueway it is paying

School board re
teachers, staff for

face

for the $4.3 million renovation.

While Mr. Poagelivesin Topekaheisoriginally
from Norton.

Steven Hupf, an architect with Davis Design of
Lincoln, Neb., spokefor hisfirm, congratul atingthe
hospital and reminding the crowd that the cool,
windy weather on Sunday was alot different than
when the project got started.

“Twenty-two months ago we were in the same
place,” he said recalling the ground breaking cer-
emony. “I think it wasabout 112 degreesthat day.”

(Continued on Page 5)

County sells
surplus trucks

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannan said that he had alot of people
looking at threetrucksthe county issell-
ing but only received threebids.

Mr. Brannan said that he told people
that hewould accept bidsby fax on Mon-
day upto 11 am., when the bidsweretc
be opened at the county commission
meeting.

While the commissioners received,
what they considered, good bids on twc
of thetrucks, a1972 International only got
twobids— onefor $125and onefor $500.
Itisold, Mr. Brannan said, and theframe
isn’tgoodbutitdoesrunandhedidn’tfeel
either of the bidswere enough.

(Continued on Page 5)



The new laboratory was just one of the places visitors got a chance to see on the guided
tours of the newly renovated Norton County Hospital Sunday afternoon following
the dedication ceremony commemorating the completion of the 22 month project.
— Telegram photo by Cynthia Haynes

Hundreds attend dedication,
take tours of updated hospital

(Continued from Page 1)

Looking over his shoulder at a
pair of shovels with hard hats on
them, which were used for the
groundbreaking, he said he
thought they weretheresothat the
hospital can get someoneto plant
some bushes.

Mr. Miller said that the hospital
board interviewed seven firms
before choosing afirm. He said
that Daviswasabletotaketheold
part of thehospital andfigured out
how to tie the addition into it so
that it lookslikeasingle unit.

Ty Bruton, engineering supervi-
sor for the hospital, said that he
was impressed by theincreasein
safety inthehospital includingthe
new firepreventionsystems, nurse
call system, emergency power,
andtemperatureand air exchange
controls.

Thereismoreinsulation and a
lot of the plumbing pipes have
been replaced.

Stevan Bennett, the project
manager for Murray Company,
thegeneral contractor for thehos-

pital, arrived alittle late. He had
just driven in from Kansas City
and gotten caught in adetour.

He thanked everyone for their
help.

Mr. Miller saidthat the hospital
board felt that a project manager
was needed when they decided to
do the renovation and knew that
they couldn’t afford to shut the
facility down while doing so.

Mr. Bennett and his company
didagreat job, hesaid.

Dr.GlendaMaurer saidthat this
was the biggest project she and
most of therest of thedoctorshave
ever been through. She said she
was proud of everyone who
worked on the project and at the
hospital.

Chuck Barnes, statedirector for
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Rural Development, said he
was happy that his department
could help with financing for the
renovations.

Hesaidthat Rural Devel opment
istheeconomicdevelopmentarm
of the agriculture department.

“Thisisyour taxpayer dollars
coming back to helpyouand your
community,” hesaid, pointingout
that without good health care
young peoplewill not move back
into small towns.

Mr. Miller ended the program
thanking thecommunity, hospital
staff, patients, hospital board
memberspast and present, county
commissioners, thosewhohelped
withfinancing for the project, the
contractors and subcontractors
and theradio station and newspa-
persinthearea.

Whiletaking tours, 270 people
signed the guest book.

The invocation was given by
Mary Schoenandthebenediction
by pastor Kathy Aeillo. Larry
Henderson provided the sound
system and the Jay Singers sang
the* Star Spangled Banner”.

TheChamber of Commercehad
aribbon-cutting ceremony and
volunteersand hospital personnel
provided cookies, coffee and tea
for thevisitors.

Trash truck going back to work

(Continued from Page 1)
new trailer, which is supposed to
belarger thanthe old oneand Mr.
Tibbetts has said he would need
more money for hauling.

The contract, Mr. Archibald
said, isfor $150/load, which is
about eight tons.

Commissioner Dean Kruse
askedwhy thecontractisn’tby the
ton sincethe Phillipsburg landfill
charges by the ton and the trash
trucksareweighed. He suggested
that when anew contract is done
it be by theton.

The old contract expires this
month. Last year only Tibbettsbid
onthecontract and Commissioner
John Miller said that County At-
torney Doug Sebelius should be
contacted to see if the county
needs to take bids for anew con-
tract.

Mr. Archibald said that the
county had sold 12.91 tons of re-

cycled paper at $45/ton for $581
and 19.23 tons of recycled card-
board at $95/ton for $1,827 to
Tamko in Phillipsburg.

He said that he has had more
callsonrecycling sincean article
on the subject came out in The
NortonTelegramon April 16than
he hasever had.

He said that he has the number
of homesand businessesthat have
trash picked up in the county as
part of hiswork to get morerecy-
cling.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Held a public meeting on a
building project planned by
Natoma Corp. Gail Boller, presi-
dent and owner of the company,
wasthe only attendee.

e Talked to Sheriff Troy
Thomson about the purchase of a
new patrol car.

« Discussed the problemsof in-

Norton County sells
trucks to highest bidder

(Continued from Page 1)

The commissioners, however,
saidthat heshould scrapthetruck,
sell it or useit for parts since the
state hassaid that it can’t be used
on the highway.

Theother twotruckswereahigh
mileage 1989 Ford L TA 900 and
a somewhat lower mileage 1989
Ford LTA 900.

C. Kasson, Norcatur, bought the
twotruckswith bidsof $2,975for
the higher mileage vehicle and
$3,615 for the one with lower
mileage.

Hostetler Ranches, Seibert,
Colo. also bid onthevehicles.

Maupin, Dodge City, bid $500
for the 1972 International.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard that the county road
crews have been blading some
roads after therain last week

e« Told Mr. Brannan that he

shouldseeif hecanget somemore
asphalt millings as the state does
roadwork onU.S. 36 over thenext
few years.

e Said that they thought the
mowing crews should get started
right away.

 Learned that work is being
started ontheOS11 bridge, which
isat W14 on Road Q. Thisweek
treesandtheoldbridgewill bere-
moved.

creased fuel expenses with not
only the sheriff but all county de-
partments.

* L earnedthat thelandfill isnow
open on Saturdays from 8 am.-
noon.

 Heard from County Weed Su-
pervisor ReggieBeckmanthat his
crews have sprayed around 85
bridges and around the county
shopsand donesomework for the
state. The wind, however, has
caused a slowdown of the spray-
ing, hesaid.
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Young skaters ask council
for permission to improve park

(Continued from Page 1)
shelter anymore. He said the city
would bemoving old tablestothe
skate park soon.

In other business, the commit-
tee:

» Heard from Jay Holste that
approval needstobegivenfor the
proposed net pole replacement at
the Norton tennis courts.

Mr. Holste said all the money
needed for the project has been
raised, including the additional
money needed for the new poles.

Mr. Holste said theman doing
the repairswill be here Thursday
andtheprojectwill takeaboutfive
days. He said the new poles will
make the courts safer.

« Talked about aproposed plan
toimprovethe Norton Cemetery.
Theplan, said Cemetery Advisory

Board member Mark Klein, has
seven phases with the first being
installation of electricity, which
will cost just under $5,000.

Hesaidtheboard hasthemoney
to pay for the installation and
would like to see it done before
Memorial Day, sotherewould be
electricity at theflag polefor the
annual celebration.

Advisory Board member
CharlesWorden asked the city to
look intogiving cemetery mainte-
nance amill from property taxes.
He said the largest donators to
cemetery improvement said they
wanted to seethecity putin some
money before they contributed
more.

Mr. Briery wantedtoknow if the
city did establishamill levy, how
much of it the board would want

for the project and how much
would go towards maintenance.

Mr. Worden saidthecity woul
decide what money went where.

“Wehopeitwill beajoint effort
of the whole community (to pay
for cemetery improvements,)”
said Advisory board member Bev
Klein. “It has been looking none
too whoopee for the past few
years. We' ve been getting com-
mentsfrom peoplewhodon’teven
livein Norton.”

Mr. Briery said the committee
memberswould take the plan be-
forethe council and would talk to
the city attorney about the mill
levy. Hesaid it could probably be
passed without thefinancesbeing
approved.

Withthemoisturetheareahas
received these past couple of
weeks, pastures have greened-
upwhichisnicetosee, butitcan
be midleading.

Dry conditions over the last
few years have decreased plant
vigor by decreasing the ability
of theplanttostorenutrientsfor
spring growth next year. Last
fall was especially hard on the
crown of the native pasture
grassesbecausemost of thearea
never received a good soaking
raintopromotegoodfall growth
which decreased the ability of
theplanttomakecarbohydrates.
L ess carbohydrates made re-
duces the amount the plant can
storeinitscrownand rootsdur-
ing thefall. Therefore, thereis
an overall reduction in stored
building blocks the grass has
availabletoproducegrowththis
springandtowithstand adverse
weather conditions. Thisre-
duced grassfitnesscould allow
the plant to degrade even more
which will continue a spiral
down in fitness until there are
very few healthy plantsleft in
the pasture. So, the next ques-
tionis, how canthisproblembe
managed?

Many producershave started
to intensively manage supple-
mental feed alternatives. For
those producers with a center
pivot, theplantingof dfalfa, for-
agesorghum, grazing wheat, or
developing the pivotintoanir-
rigated pasture are some of the
optionsthey areusingtoprovide
some grazing flexibility. For

Green pastures are misleading

About ag |

Brian Olson,
K-State
agronomist

those producers who have all
drylandacres, utilizinganinten-
sively managed rotational graz-
ing system along with supple-
mental foragecan decreasegraz-
ing pressureandimprovepasture
health.

Paul Ohlenbusch, former graz-
ing specialist with K-State Re-
searchand Extension, said native
pastures may takethree years of
normal precipitation, growing
conditions, and reduced stocking
rates before obtaining normal
forageproduction. Moistureand
growing conditionsareout of our
control, but producers can man-
agestockingrates. Stockingrates
vary across our area, but
Ohlenbuschsuggestsat least a50
percent reduction in stocking
rates. In addition, stocking rates
should allow the grazing height
to average around 2 inches. A
lower height will impede grass
recovery.

Thenext questionishow much
arethepasturesworthwhen pay-
ing rent? According to Dan
O'Brien, former Northwest Area
Ag Economist, “From an eco-
nomic value perspective, flex-
ibility on rental rates should oc-
cur on damaged pasture; other-
wise, long-term productivity

could be hurt which will de-
crease the long-term val ue of
theland”.

Since most landlords count
onafixed amount, reducingthe
amount of rent for pastureswill
beunpopular. However, to en-
surethe value of their land for
yearstocome, landlordsshould
actually insist onthereduction
in stocking. So how should
rental rates be set? A rule of
thumb isif the stocking rateis
going to be reduced by 60 per-
cent, then the rent should also
be reduced by 60 percent.

Both parties need to realize
that the pastures need to be
managed in away that will al-
low themtorecover fromthese
dry conditionsandtoregainfull
production.

For further information on
foragedternativesandgrazing
view thepublication“ Summer
Annual Forages’ and “ Stock-
ing Rateand Grazing M anage-
ment”, or for moreinformation
on how native grasses grow
view thepaper entitled“ Pasture
Management - Before, During,
and After aDrought” by visit-
ing the Web site: www.0znet.-
ksu.edu/agronomy-block2/
and clicking on the Pest and
Production icon or visit your
local county extensionofficeto
pick-up acopy.

Please e-mail me at
bolson@oznet.ksu.edu if you
have any questions or would
like to see a newspaper article
on a specific crop production
topic.

I’m Not Deaf!

| Just Can’t Understand Some Words

(" Jim Housh )

Licensed Hearing
Aid Specialist

LT .
\

“| will be in Norton
EVERY
\_ WEDNESDAY” Y,

Free

Consultation

Free

Hearing Test

Ask About Our Nu-Ear
Digital Hearing Aids

Call My Toll-Free
Number For
An Appointment
1-800-331-7885

Located at: Boxler Insurance

Precision Hearing Aid Center
108 N. First, Norton

NOTICE

The City of Norton would like to remind residents, accord-
ing to City Ordinance, it is unlawful for any owner, agent,
lessee or tenant of any premises to permit weeds or grasses
to exceed 8 inches in height. All weeds and grasses which
exceed 8 inches in height shall be declared a nuisance and
are subject to abatement.
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117 N Norton * Norton, KS 67654
v. 785.877.4135

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Some restrictions apply, see store for details.
Offer ends May 31, 2004




