Why don’t we pray
for our enemies?

“But, | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you.” — Matthew 6:44.

In church, we pray for those we love, those who are sick, our
leaders, our families and ourselves.

Why don’t we ever pray for people who hate us, or people we
dislike?

There’s nothing wrong with praying for your aunt who has
cancer or for our parents and grandparents who have died.

It’s not a bad thing to pray for the president, governor and
mayor. They need all the help they can get. The same goes for
ministers, priests and other clergy.

Petitions for health and prosperity for ourselves may be a little
self-seeking, but we were told to ask.

And there’s certainly nothing wrong with asking for help when
we have a big test, when our marriage is in trouble, when we
have a problem we don’t know how to solve or when we’re sick
or lonely or desperate.

These are all good things.

But why don’t we pray for Osama bin Laden? Now there’s a
guy who needs more help than you, me or the entire U.S. Army
can provide.

The same goes for Kim Chong-il, the leader of North Korea. He
has an inferiority complex that would scare anyone. He needs
lots of help, and a little divine guidance wouldn’t hurt.

These are the “bad guys.” We don’t like them because they
have hurt and killed people. They hate us just because we exist.
They’re not “nice folks” and no one would want them to live in
the neighborhood.

But that’s not the point. We don’t have to like them or what
they do. Maybe we need to pray that they will change. We need
to pray that they will stop hating and hurting both themselves
and others.

The same thing goes for the little hurts, discomforts, annoy-
ances and pains in life, too.

Next time you step on a piece of gum on the sidewalk, pray for
the kid who spit it out.

Think nice thoughts, evenif it kills you, about the people who
mow their lawn at 6 a.m., allow their dog to do its job on your
grass or steal your lawn ornaments.

Anger, hurt, resentment and hate don’t seem to hurt anyone
but the one who is angry, hurt, resentful or hateful.

The person who mows his lawn early just wants his grass to look
nice, and he’s an early bird. The kid with the gum and the dog
owner are thoughtless, not malicious. And maybe the person
who stole those lawn ornaments has a really ugly place they need
to brighten up.

Just let go. Say, “l wish they hadn’t done that, but that’s OK,.”
and get on with your life.

As for bin Laden and Kim Chong-il, give them a good, long
prayer.

Boy, do they need it! — Cynthia Haynes
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Good tlme bad tlmes it'sallworth |t

ccer came to Norton too late for

etobea" soccer mom” but| have

een almost an everything else

“mom”. | have been a high school mom
for 11 straight years.

It' sbeenalot of funandithasgonefast.

| started making alist of al the activi-
tiesthegirlsmanagedtotry inhighschoal.

After abit| realized it would be easier
tolist thethingsthey didn’t try.

Obviously there isfootball and wres-
tling. We did have awrestling manager
oneyear injunior highand aboyshbasket-
ball manager in high school (same child
— shewasn’'t so interested in sports but
she was interested in the guys who play
them).

Wenever triedtrack (inhighschool) or
cross country or golf. Outside of that |
think we only missed FFA.

One of my favorite songsisby Simon
and Garfunkel and it starts out “When |
think back onall thecrapl learnedinhigh
school, it sawonder | canthink at all.”

Thatispretty muchhow | view my own
high school experience.

Thinkingback onall thethingsl learned
while my kids were in high school defi-
nitely bringsto mind happier thoughts.

The mother of one of my classmates

Apparently, people like to hunt rattlesnakes

id you know that Kansas has a
rattlesnake season? | alwaysfig

D ured that it was open season on

thelittle buzzers anytime you saw one.

Open
Now, | really like snakes. | had a bull SeaSOn
snake as a pet when | was younger. But,

I’ve never been fo'nd of crittersthat are Cynth| a H aynes

meaner than me, with perhapstheexcep-
tion of the cats. Cats, no matter how ob-

NOXiousS, are Not Poi Sonous.

So | was surprised to see a brochure
entitled “2004 Western Prairie Rattle-
snake Crotalus viridis application and
Season Information”

It wasn't avery fancy brochure. It was
an 8 1/2-inch-by-11-inch piece of gold-
enrod-colored note paper that had been
tri-folded to giveyou six sidesto look at.

[twasn’treally printed, just badly copied.
Thecover hadthenameof thebrochure

and apicture of acoiled snake | assume

wasawestern prairierattler.

Under the caption in small letters was
the information that commercial prairie
rattlesnakeharvest permitsand commer-
cial dealer permits expire on December
31, 2004. Below that wasthe usual equal
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opportunity notice.

On the same side of the sheet, the next
twofoldshadinformationfor commercial
harvest and commercial dedler.

Now, if you want to purchase rattle-

snakes or their parts for resale or export

out of thestate, you haveto haveadeal er
permit.

Dealersmay not have snakesunder 18
inches. It snicetoknow they protect the
children.

Theother sideof thebrochuresheet has
thecommercia harvest permitapplication.

Todothis,youneedalot of nerve, acool
head and alittle bit of stupidity to apply.

The next fold has information on the
annual Sharon Springs Rattlesnake
Roundup and thelast fold an application
formfor commercial dealers.

| wasmostinterestedintheRattlesnake
Roundup, which| haveheard of but never
attended. Apparently, Sharon Springsis
the only town in the state that had the
brightideato capitalizeon somethingyou
normally couldn’t give away.

| wonder why no one el se has thought
of this? Ohyeah, seeabove.

Morbid curiosity kept megoing.

Thebag limit on western prairierattle
snakes is 10 per day with a possession
[imit of 20. That' salot of rattles.

Snakes may only betaken by hand, by
noose, by snakehook, tongor fork or other
methods approved by the Department of
Wildlifeand Parks.

| guess a shotgun isn’'t on the “other
approved methods” list. Nor is garden
hoe, my grandmother’ sfavorite weapon
against snakes. When shewasdone, they
wereall “ parts.”

While I’'m making fun of this, my
friendswho havebeentotheroundup say
it'sreally lotsof fun.

Festival datesareFriday and Saturday,
May 7-8thisyear. Slither on down.
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Nancy
Hagman

once told me. “I tell my kids whenever
they do something it feelsjust like | got
todoit, too.” (She had 11 children, two
became doctorsand threelawyers.)

My children were pretty young at the
timeand it made melaugh.

| thought, “ Doesn’ t sheknow youaren’t
supposedtolivethroughyour children?’

Still her candor wasrefreshing.

What shedid not say isit’snot just the
good things that you live through them
with; it’ sthe bad things.

Aswe get older | think we are able to
handlebad timeswithmoreease, because
we can see them in proportion to their
importance. Having healthy children, job
security, health, etc. areimportant.

A winning season, medalsfromactivi-
ties, popularity, etc. areniceto have, fun
to get and reasonsto celebrate.

Poet Rod McKuenin hisbook “Listen
totheWarm” haswritten,

“Y ou have to make the good times
yourself

Takethelittletimesand maketheminto
bigtimes

And savethetimesthat areall right

For the onesthat aren’t so good.”

Someone gave me that book when |
graduatedfromhighschool. | knewitwas
truewhen | first read it, but now | really
understand it.

Now that | am about through with my
second high school experience | have
cometothink of prideand empathy astwa
sidesof the same coin.

And personally | don’t think thereis
anything wrong with taking pride in &
great bunch of young peopleliketheclass
of 2004.

It's almost time senior parents — the
last state music festival, state forensics,
journalismandtrack. Almosttimefor the
last concerts, the final art show, senior
farewellsand graduation.

Thisisthe timeto live through your
kids!

Celebrate — just don't think your job
is over — they just may come Back
Home!

T hisyearismy 40thclassreunion
from Norton Community High
School. It seemslikeonly yes-
terday andyet seemsasif it wascentu-
riesago.

It isinteresting to contemplate on
why someclassesremain“connected”
and othershavelittle or no contact ei-
ther asaclassor asindividuals.

In my class, many of uswho gradu-
ated together had also started kinder-
gartentogether.

We were angels in the school pag-
eant; weplayed at recessand attended
birthday parties together. We knew
where each other lived and in most
cases could walk there after school.

Throughout theyearswefell inand
out of friendships and in and out of
“love” and still wewere connected.

Our senior class president has the
daunting responsibility of finding the
few lostindividualsand sharingthein-
formationwith all.

Fortunately our classhasoperated a
bit like abicycletire. Our class presi-
dent is at the hub; the spokes areindi-
vidual people who reach out to the
wholeto stay intouch.

We graduated during turbulent
times, no less so than now.

Wewerenaiveand yet political.

We believed in the good of people,
the promise of our future, the country

What makes a class
stay connected?

Phase |

Mary Kay
Woodyard

and our leaders, al thisinthe midst of
unbelievable prejudice, a purposel ess
war and the impending loss of our in-
nocence.

But through it al, we maintained a
link maybe only connecting with one
or two, but those one or two connected
with two or three others and thus the
wheel becomes complete.

History gives us strength and pur-
pose.

We each bring our bit of history to
shareduring thesereunions.

Wemarvel at the changes, thefami-
lies, and the accomplishments of our
lives, al this, as we re-negotiate our
friendshipsandrenew our belief inone
another.

Another classwill scongraduateand
be on the road to finding its purpose.
Somefriendshipswill last, otherswill
die out, but the one thing, which will
link them all, isthe history of today.
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