Amazing

—atleast

there wasan apology

Chalk one up for freedom.

A small victory, perhaps, but important nonetheless.

Justice Antonin Scalia has apologized to an Associated Press
reporter whose voice recorder was seized and erased by a U.S.
marshal on Mr. Scalia’s protection detail during a public appear-

ance.
The justice says he’s sorry, and

it won’t happen again. He said

he will permit print reporters to record his remarks in the future,
understanding that many of them depend on their recordings for

accuracy.

Wow. Decency and common sense prevail.

The spectacle of a marshal grabbing reporters’ recorders in
front of God and the entire audience even as the justice spoke to a
high school crowd in Mississippi was unreal.

This is America, after all. Land of the free. Home of free speech.
A place where everyone is presumed innocent until proven guilty.

A country, in fact, where federal

law forbids agents from seizing

reporters’ notes, film and gear on a whim.

What happened, apparently, was that the justice had an-
nounced at an earlier speech that it was his policy not to allow
recordings of his talks. He also bans television cameras and video

recorders.

None of that is unusual. Any speaker has the right to set condi-
tions before he opens his mouth. People don’t have to stay.
Reporters don’t have to cover the speech.

But at the high school, no one

mentioned the rule. The two

reporters recording the speech had no idea they might offend the
justice. They were, in fact, sitting right in front of him, in plain
view of the speaker and the entire audience.

That’s when the deputy marshal moved in and started grabbing
their gear. A newspaper reporter gave up her tape and got it back
only after erasing it. The AP reporters refused to give her digital
recorder up, so the marshal grabbed it.

The deputy apparently didn’t understand that digital recorders
don’t have tape, but the wire service reporter eventually showed

her how to erase the memory.

The justice, ironically, was talking about the Constitution and

the rights we enjoy under it.

One of those is supposed to be due process under law. Police
and federal agents are not supposed to take the law into their

own hands.

Usually, a high official caught in this kind of trap just bulls his or
her way through. It’s unheard of for one to apologize for this kind

of mistake.

Maybe the justice realized that bad publicity might harm his
chances of being promoted to chief. Maybe he realized that he

had made a mistake.

Maybe he just thought an apology — and a change of heart —

was the right thing to do.

That would be sort of novel in Washington, but it could hap-

pen.

Whatever the case, Mr. Scalia did the right thing and we’re all

better off for it.

It shows that if you believe in justice and the Constitution,

things might just work out.
Hooray for common sense!

— Steve Haynes

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

O Governor Kathleen Sebelius,
300 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan.
66612. (785) 296-2332

0 U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
3514

0 U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521

0 U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519
Longworth House Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20515.
(202) 225-2715

[0 State Sen. Stan Clark, State
Capitol Building, Room 449-N,
Topeka, Kan. 66612.

(785) 296-7399

[0 State Rep. John Faber, 181
W. Capitol Building, Topeka,
Kan. 66612. (785) 296-7500

[ HE

ISSN 1063-701X
215S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654

Published each Wednesday and Friday by
Haynes Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave.,
Norton, Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage
paid at Norton, Kan. 67654.

Postmaster: Send address changes to Norton
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654

Official newspaper of Norton and Norton
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the
Nebraska Press Association

Nor’West Newspapers

Dick and Mary Beth Boyd
Publishers, 1970-2002
Incorporating the Norton County Champion
MarionR. Krehbiel, editor

NORTON

TELEGRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

STAFF
Cynthia Haynes .............. editorand publisher
Veronica Monier ..............ccouee. staff reporter
DickBoyd .....oovvvreeiiienne, Blue Jay sports
Carolyn PIOLES ..o, society editor
Kristen Brands ...........ocovvevevevererenenns reporter
Carol Erlenbusch .................. advertising rep.
Bill Eckhart .........ccocovveirinnes advertising rep.
Vicki Henderson .......... computer production
Susie Marble ............... computer production
~Sonya Montgomery................. bookkeeping
’ NINZZ

" 03

5z < NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
SS ASsocIATON:

ASSOCIATION

HE N

ORTON

TELEGRAM

TUESDAY, April 27, 2004
PAGE 4

VEP, THEYRE
IDENTIGAL

£ o ‘ ~N
==
) RAL
Okal
%ﬂN&é@@ﬁeﬁ _

LET'S SEE...
ROUND...FIRM...

Everything’s going to the birds

ver noticehow our livesevolvein
Estages? We seem to be in an
“avian” stage. Jim brought chick-
ensintoour liveswhenwewerefirst mar-
ried.

| camehomefromwork oneday tofind
100 baby chickshappily ensconcedinan
old refrigerator carton in our bedroom.
For two weeks, | went to sleep listening
to the “ cheep, cheep, cheep” of thelittle
layers. Thatiswhat | wanted to say tomy
husband for not buying an incubator,
“Cheap. Cheap. Cheap!”

We still have chickens and probably
will aslongaswehavelittlegrandchildren
who like to “pick the eggs.” And | have
become accustomed to nice, fresh eggs
that actually look and taste like eggs. |
might use store-bought eggs for baking,
but for deviled eggs and fried eggs, you
can’t beat onefrom your own chickens.

Last year, we added two ducks to the
mix. When cold weather moved in, we
moved Mr. and Mrs. Duck tothechicken
coop, which is pretty weather-tight. He
made it through the winter just fine, but
shedid not survive.

Without arooster inthepen, Mr. Duck
thinks he needs to fill that position. So
much so, that Jim said he’s going to
change hisnameto acombination of the
two species, achickenandaduck. Ladies
and gentlemen, meet “ Chuck”.

My weekly check on Mrs. Robin re-
vealed sheisdowntooneegg. | don’thave

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

aclue as to what happened to the other
one. Nosign of ashell or anythinginthe
nest.

Onething | do know, is that we will
NEVER have birdsin the house. No ca-
naries, no parrots, no macaws. They are
OK for other people, andfriendswhohave
birdslovethem. But birdsand their mess
arenot for me.

Besides, Jim saysthat after I’ vedriven
the car while eating sunflower seeds, it
lookslikeaparrot hasbeenthereanyway.

—ob—

Thisbeautiful spring hasgiven every-
one the gardening bug. I’ ve already
planted petunias in our barrels on Main
Street. They should look pretty good by
Memoria Day, which iswhen the little
townweliveinrealy sprucesup.

Every year, former residentsreturnfor
family gatherings, alumni reunions and
servicesat thecemeteries. Inpreparation,
our littletown pullsout all the stops and
has a clean-up day, encouraging every
homeowner to “spiff thingsup.” It'sas
good areason asany, and most folkstry

to comply.

| haveto admit that thislittle town has
some dandy houses. Some day | hopeto
count mine among them. For now,
though, we just try to keep the grass
mowed, afew flowershlooming and plant
new treesevery year.

—ob—

| took alittlesidetrip thismorning and
read somefrom my mother’ sbook, “Out
WiththeKansasHillbillies.” Theexcerpt
wasdated May 5, 1949. Here' swhat she
wroteamost 55 years ago:

“ Aswe see another of theboysgetting
out of high school (my brother Don, |
think) thisyear, wenotice again how fast
theyearsaredlippingaway. If they would
all stay at home until they are about 25
yearsold, wemight get somefencefixed,
but that’ s not to be expected — or even
wished. | guessit’ slucky wehad thebaby
(me) when we did; at least we know we
can't be left alone for several years yet.
What if we had stopped our family with
just one or two?”’

It's always interesting to go back and
note my mother’ s perspective on things.
Likemost mothersof highschool seniors,
shewanted her childrentostay home*just
alittlelonger” but knew, deep down, that
wasn't the scheme of things.

Somethingsdon’tchange. But, if weas
parentshavedoneour jobsright, our chil-
drenwill want to leave. It’ sthe nature of
things.

Life Is busy with babiesand bus trps

e have had somebusy daysas
W of late, after | wrote about be-

ing atrip sponsor for the state
FCCLA meeting, music teacher David
Will calledand askedif | wouldgotostate
largegroup contest. Thisisheldin Colby,
helet merideonthe charter busagain.

Theband got al, of course.

Onelittlesideline— 1 alsogot to baby-
sit. They havethose computer babiesfor
thelife skills class. When the band went
to practice, Kayla Peterson, asked meto
watchthelittleguy.

| don’'t know if having those little ba-
bies cuts down on the number of teen
pregnancies but it gave this old woman
pause.

“Just stick thiskey inif it criesto feed
it, if that doesn’twork try diapering, burp-
ing, etc.”

| didn’t evenwait for thethingtocry, |
went right into action, | beganto pray.

One amazing thing about babies, they
break theice. All kindsof peoplestopped

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.
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Nancy
Hagman

to talk to me, and it wasn’t even areal
baby!

| wanted to hear the kids perform but
was really worried that the baby would
cry.

| decided totry my luck by listening to
another school first (Lakin).

That wentwell sol stuck it out through
Norton. Thatisonegood baby —eventhe
cymbalsdidn’t disturbit!

Later in the parking lot | noticed that
Lakin hastwo charter buses.

Somehow | havegottentoknow several
boysfrom Lakin (why | never meet any
girlsisbeyond me).

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
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Anyway | kind of pay attention when
there are kids from Lakin around. Their
bandlookedreally cool informal evening
attire but they did not play as well as
Norton (that is not just my opinion, the
judgesagreed withme).

They probably areapretty cool school
though, but having two charters doesn’t
makethemtwiceascool. Itisjust not pos-
sible.

Earlier in the day | had gotten aletter
from the school district office. Superin-
tendent Greg Mann explained the whol e
busthingtome.

Part of thereasonwehaveacharter bus
isthat wehavetotravel suchdistancesanc
itisnicetodo soinsomedegree of com-
fort. Ithelpswhentheeventsattended are
competitiveif thestudentshavehad are-
laxing trip. | guess that would apply tc
Lakinalso.

Anyway I’ m puttingthisonmy resumé,
school trip sponsor and baby-sitter.

Call meanytime!

theWant Ad desk.
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