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Read all about how the Blue
Jay track team did at the
Redmen Relays.
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Home of Jim Williams

Site council seeks
new members

The Norton Community High
School’s Site Council is seeking
members to serve a two-year term.

Three parent and a business rep-
resentative positions are open. The
term starts July 1.

Site Council meets monthly to as-
sistin developing aschoolimprove-
ment plan. The council provides
advice in evaluating state, district
and school performance for the high
school.

Candidate should submit their
name to Vivian Luft at 877-5254 or
Principal Lary Stull, 877-3338, by
May 1.

Aprilis“C”,“D”
tag deadline

Aprilisthe month for renewing ve-
hicle tags for persons whose last
name begin with the letter “C”” and
“D” or businesses whose name be-
gins with the letter “C” and “D”’.

You need proof of insurance for
eachvehicle, whichincludes the ve-
hicle identification number, policy
number and expiration date. The
computers are shut offat4:30 p.m.
to balance the day’s business.

If you have any questions, call the
treasurer’s office at 877-5795.

Quilter’s auction
set for April 25

The Heritage Quilters will hold
their sixth annual mini-quiltauction
on Sunday, April 25, at the Norton
American Legion Building. The auc-
tion items may be viewed at 1:30
p.m. with the auction starting at
2:30 p.m.

Proceeds from the auction are
used to help pay for school quilts for
Northern Valley and Norton.

Admission of $2 includes the auc-
tion, a program and dessert.

Forecast:

Tonight — Mostly clear with lows in
the upper 40s. East winds 5 to 15 mph.
Saturday — Mostly sunny with highs in
the lower 90s. West winds around 10
mph becoming southeast 10 to 20
mph in the afternoon. Saturday Night
— Partly cloudy in the evening then
clearing. Breezy. Sunday — Mostly
sunny and breezy and cooler.

Howell report:

Tuesday .....cooeevevevennn. High 67, Low 39
Wednesday .................. High 81, Low 47
Thursday .........c.ccceevnee High 83, Low 48
Weekago .......cccevevenee. High 69, Low 47
Monthago ........c.cc...... High 54, Low 23
Yearago ......coceevvereennn. High 89, Low 49

April precipitation ................. 1.62 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ..... 4.29 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Christ Jesus, when fear or grief bogs
us down and we cannot see you, come
to us. Reveal yourself to us amid the
details of our day. Open our eyes so
that we may see you. Amen

Norton County Sanitation Administrator Curt Archibald (below) sur-
veysthe shredded paper that Ron Zwickle hauled to Norton County
Solid Waste for recycling yesterday. Citizens who bring their recy-
cling itemsinto the landfill have to drive upon the scales, where Mr.
Archibald weighs and logs each load for their records. Solid waste
employee Mitch Jones (above) piles recycled material, which is
bound together in bales, onto the loading docks at the landfill. The
shipment-ready material is then picked up by arecycling company

out of Colorado.

— Telegram photos by Kristen Brands

Recycling
helps slow
trash flow

By KRISTEN BRANDS

Norton County needs to improve its
recycling practicesif it doesn’ twanttofill
up anew landfill almost beforeitisbuilt.

In 2003, Norton County recycled only
17 percent of itstrash, or 442 tons out of
amost 2,600tonsaccordingtorecordsat
the Norton County Landfill.

“Thebottomlineiswewanttoincrease
thecounty’ srecycling practices, but how
dowego about doingthat?’ Solid Waste
Superintendent Curt. Archibald said.

“Currently recyclingisdoneonaindi-
vidual, voluntary basis. It's not asthough
we are fining people if they don't re-
cycle”

However, thecounty doeshaveaman-
datory recycling program according to
Norton County Attorney Doug Sebelius.

Mr. Sebeliussaidthat therecyclingpro-
gramwasputinto placein 1995whenthe

(Continued on Page 5)

Mentally handicapped need not worry
about loss of homes for another year

Theink wasscarcely dry onanewspa-
per articleon Tuesday about thementally
handicapped men and women, who are
cared for by Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansas, whentheagency was
told it would get money for another year.

Earlierintheyear theagency had been
tolditsmoney might becut and thosewho
take care of the handicapped men and
women at two homes in Norton were

worriedabout boththeir chargesandtheir
jobs.

However, money for the agency was
approved by legis atorsthrough June 30,
2005.

Individual Program Coordinator
SondraGrahamsaid, “ We' reexcitedand
relieved that these peoplearen’ t going to
be uprooted. Their consistency inlearn-
ing will be maintained. The cost to these

people slives can’'t be measured in dol-
larsandcents.” Ms. Graham praised State
Senator Janis Lee, Kensington, for her
effortsonbehal f of theagency through her
positionontheSenate’ sWaysand Means
Committee.

Ms. Graham also said that employees
of the agency have the assurance of con-
tinued employment.

Local business holds annual meeting

By VERONICA MONIER

When Prairie Land Electric Coopera-
tive held its annual meeting on Tuesday
inNorton, shareholdersweretoldthat the
company wasstill making money andstill
moving forward with new projects and
new ideas.

Gilbert Berland, president of theboard
of trustees, said the company had over
$900,000 for amargin for 2003 and had
returned over $6.25 million to its share-
holders. Hesaidincreasedfuel and energy
costs affected 2003's margin, which is
why it isalittle lower than in previous
years.

Hesaidthecompany haspartneredwith
Nex-Tech to provide a high-speed

Internet servicecalled“WildBlue” andis
in the process of installing automatic
meter readerscalled ‘turtles'.

Ken Carter, treasurer of theboard, said
thecompany’ sassetswere $30,872,772.
He said income in electric revenue was
$12,738,074, while expenses totaled
$11,949,776. Other revenue added
$113,058, making the margin $901,356.

General Manager AllanMiller saidthe
company has 8,523 customers, 5,373
miles of line, $8,082 in investments per
mile of line and annual sales of
153,841,897 kilowatts of electricity.

INn2003, hesaidthecompany had nearly
$2.5 millionininvestments.

Mr. Miller said most of thecompany’s

expenses, about 57 percent, come from
power costs. This, however,isdownfrom
67 percent 10 years ago.

Operations were 16.9 percent of the
total expenses.

The company purchased 166,375,450
kilowatts of electricity in 2003.

He said since 1999, the company has
givenabout $1,309,000inrural economic
development loans, which includeloans
to the Norton County Hospital and sev-
eral firedepartmentsinthearea.

“We're basically aconduit for getting
federal money into thearea,” hesaid.

Thesatellite for WildBlueis expected
to belaunched in June or July. Also, the

(Continued on Page 5)

School puts
tennis back
Into play

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton School District reinstated
thegirlstennisprogram, whichithad said
it would drop.

Thesport wasdiscontinued twomonths
ago becausethetenniscourtshad deterio-
ratedtothepoint they werenolonger safe.

However, since then the community
hasworked together to resolve the prob-
lem and found a contractor, who will re-
pair the courtsfor $13,500.

Jay Holste, who hasbeen headingupthe
repair efforts, said in addition to the
$3,375 the school donated to the project,
the city hasagreed to also pay $3,375.

He said a grant proposal for $2,500
from the Adopt-A-Court program was
accepted, leavingthecommunity tocome
up with the remaining $4,250.

Mr. Holste said heisn’t going to raise
money to build new courts at adifferent
location at thistime.

“Our courts have never been profes-
sionally repaired before,” hesaid. “With
good maintenance, these could last an-
other five or six years, because we now
know the baseisgood.”

Hesaid amai ntenanceprogram needec
to bedevel oped.

Theschool board rescinded aprevious
motionto offer girl’ sgolf inthefall.

In other business, the school board,

» Accepted a bid from Eakes Office
Supply of Kearney-McCook for $17,142
for three Sharp copierswith staplers. Mr.
Mann said he sent out three bids and got
two back. The other bid was from Tri-
Central Office Supply of Hays for
$18,895.

» Held a 45-minute closed session to
discussnon-€elected personnel. Noaction
wastaken.

 Accepted a bid from Weathercraft
Roofing of North Platte for $18,230 to
replacetheroof over the Eisenhower El-
ementary library. Mr. Mannsaidthecom-
pany would be ready to start right after
school wasout.

Four bidsweresent out. Twoweresent
back. The other bid received was from
Geisler Roofing of Concordia for
$24,940. Thedistrict’ sestimated cost for
theroof replacement was $19,000.

* Approved the revised general fund
budget. Thedistrictwascreditedwith 1.6
morefull-timeequivalent students, which
gaveit an additional $6,181 for it'sgen-
eral budget.

Mr. Mann said he recommended the
money be put in utilities in the general
fund. He said that republishing the bud-
get will not raisetaxes.

Tractor, farm
safety IS a
high priority

Asthebusy timefor farmingnears,
there will be atractor safety course
for young people next month.

The Kansas State Research and
Extension officesin Norton, Ellis,
Decatur, Gove, Graham and
Sheridan counties will be offering
the Spring Tractor and Farm Safety
Course on Saturday, May 1, at the
fairgroundin Hill City.

Classwill startat8a.m. A pre-reg-
istrationfeeof $10isdueby Wednes-
day, April 28, whichincludeslunch,
refreshment breaks and a student
manual.

Thecourseisforthose14-15years
old, who will be doing farm work
especially for those working for
someone other than their parents. It
will cover basicfarmand machinery
safety and machine maintenance.

If youaregoingtowork for some-
oneor, if youareaparent of awork-

(Continued on Page 5)




Finances look good for local company

(Continued from Page 1)
turtle system of automatic meter
readers has been started.

Last year, Prairie Land begana
heating, air conditioningandvent-
ing company, whichisgoing very
well, Mr. Miller said.

DIRECTYV growth hascometo
astand still at 1,921 customers,
because the area has pretty much
saturated.

John  McClymont, the
company’s attorney, announced
the Board of Trustee election re-
sults. Mr. Berland, Robert
JohnsonandlvanBohl wereall re-

elected.

Mr. Berland presented plagues
tothefamilies of Cathy Bohl and
Leonard Paxson, trustees who
diedlast year.

He said the winners of this
year’'sY outh Tour Program were

Nick Evans of Norton and David
Rossof Stockton. Lindsey Jessup
of Almenaand L acey Ninemireof
Claytonwereselectedtogotothe
CooperativeL eadership Council.

Door prizes were given out at
the end of the meeting.

Safety class set for next month

(Continued from Page 1)
ing child or an employer contact
your county’ sextension officeby
April 28. Theearly registrationis
importantinorder for thoseattend-
ing to do somepreparation home-

work beforethe classisheld.

Employers who plan to hire
youth must realize that they can-
not hire anyone under 16 years of
age, unlessthat person has taken
thissafety course.

i

Norton’s newest

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Plumb Creek Collectibles,
Norton, claimstobe” TheWorld's
Smallest Antique Store” andsofar
that claim remains unchallenged.

Locatedat 106 West Lincoln,in
what is known asthe old Ward's
Liquor Store, Plumb Creek has
managed to squeezeawhol el ot of
stuff into asmall space.

Greg Plumband hiswife Jolene
are avid collectors. They both
claim to “absolutely love” auc-
tions and they have managed to
accumulate a lot of inventory.
Their approachisthat they hadfun
collectingit; nowthey’regoingto
havefunsellingit.

“Wealmost hadtodothis,” Mrs.
Plumb said. “Wecouldn't keepit
all at home. Thehouseand garage
werefull.”

In the short time Plumb Creek

has been open they’ ve already
seen shoppersfrom Colorado, Ar-
kansas, South Dakotaand Califor-
nia besides many people from
Norton and surrounding towns.

Plumb Creek specializesin a
littlebit of everything. Big pieces
arenot onthe agenda, but they do
havesomesmall tables, trunksand
lamps. Shoppers will also find
knick-knacksgalore, salt and pep-
per shakers, lunch boxes and
books. If you are looking for
somethingspecial, justtell Gregor
Jolene and they’ Il watch for it at
the next auction. The Plumbs are
anxioustohelpcollectorsfindthat
special piecethey’ vebeenlooking
for.

The couple moved to Norton
fromPhillipsburgayear ago. Greg
has been a corrections officer at
Norton Correctional Facility for5

WICHITA GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.
HOST OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FEDERATION CONVENTION

Z07TWCcOoO

PRESENTS

“Gemstone Artistry”

51ST ANNUAL SHOW
GEMSTONES « FOSSILS * MINERALS

APRIL 23, 24, 25, 2004

FRIDAY, APRIL 23 — 9am-7pm — (Friday - Education Day - 9am-3pm)
SATURDAY, APRIL 24 — 10am-7pm

Z07TWCcOoO

$1 00 SUNDAY, APRIL 25 — 10am-5pm $1 00
. : Cessna Activity Center ( " :
Ei dult A s
;’55’,’ grol{,p{ln 2744 George Washington Blvd. - Wichita, KS E}’SJ},’ g%‘{,’},_’/”
Donation: Adults: $4, Students 12-17: $1, Children 12 & under: Free w/adult

AHI-1-KS

Are you concerned about the rising cost
of doctor and hospital services?

www.HealthInsurance2004.com
(316) 687-3658

Underwritten by Reserve National Insurance Company

Plumb Creek
IS ripe for
the picking

Greg Plumb, owner of
Plumb Creek Collectibles
and his wife, Jolene,
(above) work together in-
side what they call, “The
World’s Smallest Antique
Store”. Jolene Plumb (left)
rearranges some of the
treasures she has collected
over the years. The store is
located at 106 W. Lincoln,

Norton. — Telegram photos by
Carolyn Plotts

store full of antigues

1/2 years. They have two sons,
Jacob Brafford, 20, South Dakota
and Jeremy Brafford, 17, asenior
at Norton Community High
School.

Friday, April 16, 2004
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Norton County Solid Waste employee Mitch Jones sorts through the clear plastic jug
pile at the Norton County landfill. The recycled items are placed into bins after in-
mates from the Norton Correctional Facility sort through the recyclables that are

brought into the facility.

— Telegram photo by Kristen Brands

‘Throw-away’ society needs
to start reusing its recyclables

(Continued from Page 1)
KansasDepartment of Healthand
Environment told the county it
needed arecycling clause in its
procedures for the newly con-
structed incinerator.

“It is indeed written into the
resolution 1-1995that somesort of
recycling be carried out in the
county, but how thatiscarried out
isuptothecounty sanitationdirec-
tor,” Mr. Sebeliussaid. “ Now that
we're not burning our trash
throughtheincinerator, recycling
should really beincreased.”

Mr. Archibald agreed.

“Right now thecounty owns60
acres at the landfill site,” he said.
“Whenwefill that 60 acresupwith
burying practices, thenwherewill
wego? And who will want to sell
their land to the county?

“We'relucky to have our land-
fill soclosetotown, becausesome
communities - like Goodland,
have to haul their trash 16 miles
out of town.”

Mr. Archibald hopes that in-
creasedrecyclingcouldhelpalle-
viate the county’ sreliance on a
landfill.

“What is the incentive for
people to recycle?’ he said.
“Peoplearen’ tpaidfor it, but then
againthey aren’'t chargedforitei-
ther.

“Should they be, | just don’t
know?

“Right now we're saying that
recycling is mandatory, but not
enforced. Y etitisthebestthingfor
our environment. | really wasn't
an environmentalist before |
worked here, but after seeing all
that isthrown away each day how
can one not be affected?’

For those Norton County resi-
dentswho do recycle, they know
thedrill.

But for those who do not, here
are the procedures put into place
when collecting, dumping, and
accountingfor thecounty’ sre-us-
ableitems.

Curbside pick-ups of recycled
material aremadeontheMonday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday trash
routesin the city of Norton.

Almena brings its recyclables
into the landfill onitstrash truck
onceaweek. L enoraalsobringsits
recycled itemsto the landfill ina
trailer when it is full, usually
weekly.

“Lenora parks their recycling
trailer in town, and Rural Tele-
phonereally doesagreat job fill-
ing it up with their paper prod-
ucts,” Mr. Archibald said.

He pointed out that recyclables
need to be distinguished from
regular trash in the bagging sys-
tem.

“Our employees know that re-
cycled items are in the blue bags
or clear bags, while regular trash
is usually put into the black or
whitebags,” hesaid.

Oncetherecyclingispicked up,
it isthen hauled to the landfill
where it is sorted by prisoners
fromtheNorton Correctional Fa-
cility and put into eight bins by
category.

The categories include: PET
bottles (pop and juice bottles);
colored plastics (laundry deter-
gent bottles); clear plastics re-
ferred to as “virgin plastics’ be-
causethey are new (milk and wa-
terjugs); paper (newspaper, magar
zines, ad slicks, and shredded pa-

pen); tin cans; cardboard; glass;
and aluminum cans.

“We do have some guidelines
we ask that people follow when
recycling their items,” he said.
“Wewant thetinscansrinsed out,
withthelid droppedinthebottom
of the canto avoid acut or injury
by our sorters.”

He also asked that folks rinse
containers before bagging them.

In addition to listed recyclec
categories, housed within one of
the landfill’ s giant garage struc-
tures, a“whitegoodspile” of metal
isaccepted asrecycled material.

“Thewhitegoods, dumped ontc
apilenorthof their buildings, con-
sist of anything like washers anc
dryers, sheet metal, bicycles, anc
refrigerators,” Mr. Archibaldsaid.
“If therefrigeratorsarestill full of
Freon, we charge the individual
who is dumping $10 plus the
chargeof their freight.”

The landfill charges residents
$35 aton for white goods, and &
salvage company removes anc
recyclesthemperiodically. Thetin
cans also go into the white goods
pile.

The paper and cardboard items
are shipped off to Tamko in
Phillipsburg, wherethey aremade
into shingles and tar paper. The
aluminum cansaresoldto F & F
Iron in Norton. The plastics are
picked up by Reclaimed Re-
sources, a Colorado company.

“1 think theanswer toincreased
recycling is through educating
both ourselvesand our children,”
Mr. Archibald said. “ Because we
certainly are athrow-away soci-
ety, and we all could be better at
reusing what wethrow away.”

__ ﬂq[._gg_l_llllﬂl;t@jlllﬂ

Receive up to a $1,000 Rebate

when you purchase a qualifying Dave Lennox
Signature™ Collection Home Comfort System.

|

Quiet. Cool. Efficient. It pays to choose a Dave
Lennox Signature™ Collection home comfort system.
Take advantage of preseason savings today!

March 22 - May 31, 2004

DAVE LENNOX
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Qood Housekeeping
%Fmsﬂg:gﬁﬁfsuﬁ‘w

THIS SEAL APPLIES TO LENNOX EQUIPMENT ONLY.
GOOD HOUSEKEEPING IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTALLATION.

Norton Sheet Metal, Inc.
109 N. State
Norton, KS 67654

785-877-3211

Call us today for a free estimate.

LENNOX

HOME COMFORT SYSTEMS

A better place™

//

Norton County Hospital
102 East Holme

Norton,

The Board of Trustees of the Norton County Hospital
and
The Board of Norton County Commissioners
cordially invite you to attend the
Dedication Ceremony commemorating
the completion of

their addition/renovation project

on Stnday, the second of May

two thousand and four
at two 0'clock in the afternoon

An open house and tours will follow until 5:00 p..

Kansas




