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Privacy act Is making
Iife aifficult for many

A couple of things are pretty obvious.

After listening to taxpayers and citizens at public meetings,
people don’t much like the new government regulations under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, popularly
known as “HIPAA.”

The other is, having their regulations in place, the federal bu-
reaucrats have no intention of letting go. The so-called privacy
lobby in Washington is far too strong to let that happen. And
neither group much cares what we think out here.

After listening to voters in town after town on his 69-county
“Listening Tour” of the 1st Congressional District, Rep. Jerry
Moran said he is ready to try to do something about the law. The
question is, what?

The HIPAA regulations, which have cost the medical and insur-
ance industries billions thus far, sprang from just two linesin a
law, known then as the Kennedy-Kassebaum Bill after our own
former U.S. Senator. That section authorized the secretary of
Health and Human Services to write regulations covering patient
privacy rights.

The law was passed in 1996, and Rep. Moran likes to note that
he was sworn in too late to vote on it. The privacy regulations did
not go into effect for another seven years.

At first, the alarm came mostly from groups worried about open
access to public records, but lately, the average citizen has started
to figure out that the new rules are a pain.

It’s likely that much of the trouble stems from the fact that the
rules, progeny of a two-sentence section of a seven-year-old law,
occupy most of a small book. No one understands them, save
maybe the bureaucrats who wrote them.

Supposedly, patients have the right to decide how their own
information is used. However, most hospitals have stopped
offering people the option of being included in a public directory
or of having their name released to newspapers, radio stations,
ministers and the like.

Some hospital administrators say they can’t do that; others say
their lawyers have advised them not to get involved. Stiff fines, up
to $10,000 per occurrence, have many in the health care industry
scared.

Others may just have a personal bias against letting patient
information out.

Federal officials say there are exceptions in the law for informa-
tion to go to ministers and the press, for example, but most
hospitals seem to be unaware of those. Hospitals can offer people
a chance to be in a directory or have their name in a published list
of patients so their friends will know where they are, but it’s just
not happening.

Hospitals and nursing homes are supposed to work with people
and tell them whether they have, say, your mother, but many
don’t know or don’t care. They are scared of breaking the law.

And ordinary people, citizens, voters, are unhappy.

But what to do about it? That’s Rep. Moran’s problem.

There’s little chance the rules will be repealed. The people who
put them there stand in the way. The bureaucrats actually think
they have done something wonderful.

Richard M. Campanelli, director of the Office of Civil Rights at
Health and Human Service, spoke this month to members of the
National Newspaper Association. He defended the regulations,
saying they gave people power over their own medical records.

To the extent that’s not happening, he said, it’s mostly because
people don’t understand the new rules. How the average person,
in or out of the medical field, could understand, is a question he
avoids.

The rules may have been written to correct some real problems,
but like most federal regulations, they do far more. They push
government control into every corner of the health industry.
Nursing homes, hospitals, doctors and pharmacists, all have
spent untold hours and untold billions trying to comply.

In an era when health care costs are soaring, why is the govern-
ment doing this?

To help us, of course.

We may not like it, but the people in Washington plainly do not
care. They think they know best. — Steve Haynes
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Agood friend isn’talways hard tofind

heard the most wonderful story last

I week. Itisastory of how friendships

are born. When you stop to think

about it, few friendshipsarelaunched by

introductionsthey are from little chance
happenings such asthefollowing.

The weather waswarm and the newly
arrivedelderly womanwaswalkinginthe
neighborhood.

Although she hadn’t lived here before
shehadasonandhisfamily intownsoshe
didn’'tfeel asif shewasastranger. Asshe
walked along the sidewalks she smiled
and spoketo the people she’ d meet.

One evening as she was admiring the
flowersinayard shestoppedtotalk tothe
gentleman tending them. Asthey were
talking he noticed her untied shoelace
dangling ominously onto the sidewalk.

He knelt down and tied her shoe. She
was soimpressed by hisgentlemanly ac-
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tions. It wasthe beginning of asidewalk
friendshiplastinguntil thegentlemandied
severa yearslater.

Thegentleman’ swifesharedthisstory
with me last week after learning of the
lady’ sdesath.

He had taken timeto notice something
hazardousto her andheremediedit. Inhis
minditwasanobviousthingtodo. Inher
minditwasthesignof caringand concern
andof hervaluetohim, andnotjusttohim
but her valuein general .

The simple gesturesin life may result
inthegreatest friendships.

When | was wheelchair bound, many
yearsago, awoman | knew only slightly
arrived at my door and informed me she
was going to clean my cupboards.

Astonished | replied, “No, just sit and
talk withme.”

“I"ll talk, but you are going to sit, be-
causeyou can't get up and | am going to
cleanandthat’ sthat.” Itwasthebeginning
of adeep friendship that has endured for
30vyears.

It isn’t the nature of the action, shoe-
laces or cupboardsthat matters.

It istaking timeto value individual s
whatever their condition, their ageor their
beliefs. Wepay tributetovolunteer efforts
and, although not logged on any record
sheet or recordedinany meeting, theseare
really what define our lives.

Legislature working on wind energy

ving on alegidlative committee

isvery similar to taking acollege

esearchclass. Eachrequiresread-

ing, listening and asking questions with

thegoal of beingabletoapply thisknowl-
edge.

Thegoal asastudent istobecomepro-
ficient, to makealiving and to be active
in the community. The goal asalegisa-
toristotaketheknowledgeand makewise
decisions and influence others on the
policy questionsbeforethelegislature.

Harnessing the wind to generate el ec-
tricity has the potential to help meet the
increasing energy needsof our nationand
to provideadditional incometo theland-
ownersinwestern Kansas.

It hasitslimitsbecausethewind blows
with the most velocity in March and the
calmest month is August. Generadly its
windier intheearly morning and calmest
inlateafternoon.

This doesn’t match the time when the
demand is highest to meet the air-condi-
tion and refrigeration load. There are a
number of incentivesavailabletoencour-
age wind development. Congressin the
Energy bill contains a provision that re-
authorizes a 1.7 cent per kilowatt hour
subsidy forwindenergy generation. Kan-
sasoffersproperty tax abatementsonthe
equipment used to generate electricity
fromwind.

Some states, but not Kansas, require
utilitiestohaveapercentageof their elec-
tricity generated with renewable wind
resources. While the fuel sourceisfree,
the capital cost of the generator isout of
the reach of most Kansans. The genera-
torsare$1.5millionto$2millioneachand
electric transmission lines have to be

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Senate
Doings

Sen. Stan Clark

availablenearby.

Thenext alternativethat many arecon-
sideringistoleasetheir groundtoawind
energy developer. Oneof the challenges
for the landowner is negotiating a fair
|ease. What termsand conditionsarestan-
dardintheindustry?

Overtheyearsstandardshavebeende-
veloped, intheoil andgasindustry |eases.
With wind energy the industry isin its
infancy andyou needlegal advicebefore
signing any lease.

| claim no expertiseinthisareabut as
chairman of the Senate UtilitiesCommit-
tee | have spent lots of time researching
thetopic. Theleasesthat areoffered con-
tain clauses that prohibit the landowner
from disclosing the contents and are to
remain confidential. | havecopiesof two
leasesand they arevery one-sided.

Two ploysare offered asan excuse by
the power companiesto refuseto negoti-
ate; either they say their financier/lender
will not allow any changes or they say
they are offering everyone the same
terms. If that isthe casethen why not file
the entire lease at the Register of Deeds
just likean oil and gaslease?

TheSenatethisweek passed|egislation
toaccomplishthis.

Thegoal istomake publicthetermsso
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We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

that | knowthat | ambeingtreatedlikemy
neighbor and that future owners know
exactly what these agreementsentail.

Thereisland for sale wherethe owner
wishestoreservethe“windrights’. Min-
eral rights can be separated from surface
rights but separating thewind rightsisa
new concept.

How would this effect your decision tc
buy thisproperty? What isyour liability if
awheat field catchesonfireand warpsthe
generator?What if someoneishuntingand
astray bullet damagesthe generator?

Inboth leases| haveread thefarmer is
liable and must reimburse the wind gen-
erator owner. Most of thewind | easesare
from 25-35 years with options for re-
newal.

Companies change hands, land i<
passedonor soldandif thefull leaseisnot
recordedthereisnoway of knowingwhat
therestrictionsare, and what benefitsex-
ist. Thishinderseveryonein providing &
valid estimateof theval ueof theproperty
and increases the costs of title work, ap-
praisalsandtitleinsurance. Simply filing
theleaseprovidesthenecessary informa-
tionfor andecision.

Ourlong-termgoal isto haveastandarc
legal formthat will beaccepted by parties
entering wind | ease agreementsthat pro-
videtermsand conditionsthat everyone
accepts. Then, hopefully, many in west-
ern Kansaswill be ableto enjoy the prof-
itsinproviding el ectricity.

Pleasefeel freeto contact me. | can be
reached by writing to Sen. Stan Clark,
State Capitol-Room449-N, Topeka, Kan.
66612; by calling (800) 432-3924 or (785)
296-7399; by FAX (801) 457-9064; or e-
mail at sclark@ink.org.

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.



