BB team
shooting
for first

By DICK BOYD

TheNorton County JayceesBB
gunteamwill competeintheKan-
sas Jaycees State BB Gun Cham-
pionships on Saturday in the
Wabaunsee High School Gymin
Alma.

Teams consist of young people
from 8to 14 years of age.

Norton BB gunteamshavewon
34 of 38 statechampionshipsdur-
ing the program’s existence.
Norton did not competein 1982.

Norton shooters have won the
Daisy/Jaycees International BB
Gun Championships eight times,
more than any other team in the
world.

Three Norton teams will enter
Saturday’s shooting champion-
shipsin Almaand atop threefin-
ishwouldagainguaranteeNorton
aspot inthe International Cham-
pionships, whichwill beheld this
yearinBowling Green, Kentucky
onJuly 2-4.

Thisyear’'s Yellow team in-
cludes Kyle Edgett, 13; Brock
Lauer, 13; Kerby Brandyberry, 13
andJ.D.Gall, 12, al of whomwere
members of Norton’s Interna-
tional team in 2002. The other
member of the Yellow team is
Katie Gall, 10, who was an alter-
nateonlastyear’sNortonInterna-
tional team which placed second.

Alternates on the Yellow team
are Travis Stapel, 10 and Dylan
Sprigg, 9. Coachesfor theYellow
teamareDanL auer and John Gall.

Shooters are not allowed to
competeinthelnternational Shoot
two yearsinarow.

Members of the Blue team are
KylieNuzum, 10; ColeArcher, 11,
Dustyna Sprigg, 11; Brittany
Boucher, 13; NishMillan, 14. Al-
ternates are L ane Vanover, 8 and
Whitney Mulder, 9. Coachesof the
Blue team are Cameron Archer
and Kirk Nuzum.

Shooting for the Red team this
year areCalebVVanover, 12; Logan
Kelly, 12; Lane Archer, 8;
Meaghan Peterson, 10; Jade
Braun, 11. Alternates are Austin
Montgomery, 9 and Trey Millan,
9. Coachesof theRedteamareFig
Millan and Steve Otter. Tom
Edgett is a coach who will assist
with all threeteams.

Coach Lauer will beassistedin
the challenge room by his wife
Teresa, who isalso the classroom
instructor. Assistinginthegrading
roomandtheclassroom havebeen
Misty Nuzum, Patty Gall, Keri
VVanover, Jean Stapel and Dwight
Sprigg.

Thisyear’'s state shoot will be
hosted by the M anhattan Jaycees.
Competitionon Saturday will be-
ginwiththewrittentestfrom9:15
am. until 10am.A coaches meet-
ing will aso be held during this
time.

Shooting from the prone posi-
tion will be held from 10:10 a.m.
until 11:40p.m. Competitionfrom
the sitting position will be from
11:45am. to 1:15 p.m. Kneeling
position firing will be from 1:20
p.m. until 2:50 p.m. Shootingfrom
the standing positionwill befrom
2:55 p.m. until 4:25 p.m.

Presentation of team and indi-
vidual awardswill beabout 5p.m.

Thereisnoadmissionchargefor
the shoot.

Norton’s preparation for the
stateshoot beganinOctober when
the shooters entered the Jaycees
gun saf ety program, sponsored by
Daisy and the National RifleAs-
sociation. After passing the
course, they began practicing
marksmanship in each of thefour
positions and studying for the
writtentest. Practicesareheld ev-
ery Wednesday evening in the
National Guard Armory.

“We are right about where we
want to be at this point,” said
Coach Lauer during last
Wednesday's practice. “ It will be
interesting becauseall threeteams
are shooting well. The Yellow
team has our best shootersbut the
Blueteam isreally shooting well
and could givethem arun for the
money.

“We have quiteafew first year
shooters but they have made
progressfromtheday they started
and that’ swhat we want to see.

“ We're testing our youngsters
on the written test every other
week andthey seemtohaveagood
knowledge of it. We should do
okay onit.”
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Bowlers
raise cash
for youth

Money was raised and
fun had all day Saturday
during the fourthannual
Big Brother Big Sister
fundraiser Bowl for Kid’s
Sake (below) at Rainbow
Lanes in Norton. A little
over $8,000 was col-
lected from 37 teams
throughout the day to
help with the child/adult
mentoring program. Big
Brother Big Sister Direc-
tor Erin Manning (left),
who hosted the fund-
raiser, goteach hourand
a half round of bowling

started.
— Photos by Veronica Monier

Larry Sevier, chief executive
officer and general manager of
Rural Telephone, was one of six
communications industry repre-
sentatives to speak at the Kansas
Rural Broadband and Telemedi-
cine Summit in Lawrence last
month.

Federal Communications
Commission Chairman Michael
Powell attended the event, which
was hosted by the Robert J. Dole
Institute of Politicsonthe Kansas
University campus.

Mr. Sevier explained how Rural
Telephone and Nex-Tech are de-
livering high-speed Internet, or
broadband services, to western
Kansas.

“Eighty-five percent of our
regulated service area has access
to broadband services,” he said.
“We continueto assist our neigh-
borswhodid not havebroadband,
utilizing fiber-to-the-home and
wireless technology, and in the
near future, broadband over satel-
litedelivery.”

Mr. Sevier warnedthat indepen-
dent companies like Rural Tele-
phonedependonuniversal service
funds to provide service in
sparsely populated areas.

“Wehave put amost every dol-
lar we make back into plant but
without a stable revenue stream,
the independent companiesin
Kansasmay beforcedtotheside-
lines,” hesaid. “ Wesimply cannot
continueinvesting without an ad-

Singers offer
European flavor

The Oberlin Arts and Humani-
ties Commission will present
Planina, a concert of songs from
Eastern Europe, at 2 p.m. Sunday
at The Gateway.

Planinais a group of singers
from the Denver-Boulder area.
Their program includes music
from Albania, Bosnia, Bularia,
Croatia, Georgia, Greece, Hun-
gary, Macedonia, Romania, Rus-
sia, Serbia and the Ukraine, and
the Rom (Gypsy) traditions.

Admissionis $10 for adultsand
$5for studentsthrough highschool.
Cal Mary at (785) 475-3329.

equatereturn.”

Mr. Powell said broadbandfos-
terseconomic development.

“Theavailability of broadband
accessiscritical in attracting new
businessesto rura areasand giv-
ing existing businesses the avail-
ability to compete with firmsin
more urban settings,” he said.
“With broadband access, worker
productivity increases, jobs are
created and wages grow.”

He said that it isimportant to
bring broadbandto every homein
Americaand saidthat it cannot be
donewithasingletechnology. He
compared the development of
multiple broadband technologies
to the creation of multiple colors

Rural executive speaks at summit

onapainter’s palette.

“We have more colors or more
toolsin the tool box to solve the
problems that have always been
with us,” he said. “Rural Tele-
phoneand Nex-Tech arepainting
with a broader brush. They are
using more tools from the tool
box.”

Others attending were Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius; Sen. Sam
Brownback; several statesenators
and representatives, Kansas Cor-
poration commissioners and rep-
resentatives of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices, and the Federal Communi-
cations Commission.

BROKEN?
Call C&C Repair

8:00-5:00 Monday thru Saturday
877-5970

After Hours: 871-2062
914 N. State, Norton, Kansas |
— We Repair All Types of Trucks and Trailers —

Oil Changes, Tires, Brakes,
Welding, Air Conditioner and Electrical

New Program!

0/0 Leasing Program
With parthaie option
Naw iring:
(ompany = 0/0 = Singles & Team
Boo-(FI-DRIVE  www. cfidrive com

Small Business Owner,
Self-Employed or Retired

Affordable Health Insurance

www.HealthInsurance2004.com

AHI-4-KS

(316) 687-3658

Underwritten by Reserve National Insurance Company

For SaAle by OwnNeRr

Co-op
reports
a profit

The Norton County Coopera-
tiveAssociation madeaprofit | ast
year. [twasn’tabig profit, butinza
bad year, any amount inthe black
is good, some 40 sharehol ders
weretold at the cooperative' san-
nua meeting on Wednesday.

Board Chairman L ee Juene-
mann told the group that the year
had been stressful because of the
continued drought.

“Nortonwasoneof thefew Co-
op elevatorsthat actually showec
aprofit,” hesaid.

John Mapes of Mapes anc
Miller accountants, told thegroup
that the company’s assets had
dropped almost $1 million. How-
ever, he said, that was mostly in
stored wheat so there was asimi-
lar dropinliabilities.

The company didn’t buy much
equipment and maintenance anc
repair costswere down, hesaid.

Thebottom lineisthat thecom:-
pany made $162,000.

Mr. Juenemann sai d that agood
2003 wheat crop and cutting ex-
penses hel ped the cooperative
comeout intheblack.

Hesaid that therewerenoinju-
riesat thecooperativelastyear, not
even after thelightning strike at
the Garvey Elevator.

“It's another successful year at
theNortonCo-op,” hesaid.“Grain
pricesareslowly rising and cattle
pricesaregood.”

Manager Linda Donovan said
that the company has been work-
ing to write down the equity loss
from the bankruptcy of Farmland
and that shareholderswill beable
totakethelossontheir 2004 taxes.

Manager Robert Smithsaidthat
the co-op has hired a full-time
agronomist/salesman to help its
customersand isworking to keey
the price of fertilizer and chemi-
calsdown.

Brock Ellisand Mr. Juenemann,
both of whomhaveserved 6years,
werere-elected to the board.
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680 LANeE DR. e Colby, KS

Lovely 3bedroom, 3 bath brick home. Attached 2 car garage, kitchen w/ oak cabinets
& pantry, dining room w/ french doors and attached deck. Livingroom & family
room/TV room oak trim throughout. Wonderful yard on 2 lots w/ stor age shed.

Call 785-462-6559

Have

I Got
A Deal
For You,

Receive a FREE
car charger and a
leather case with the
purchase of any new
phone from Alitel.

.*

II7 N Norton * Norton, KS 67654
v. 785.877.4135
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sorne resdrictions apply. see stare lor defais Oiffer ends March 31, 2004
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