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And the show
must go on...

Northern Valley Junior High School fifth and eighth
grade classes presented their class plays on Monday
eveninginthe Long Island gymnasium. The fifth grad-
ers put on a country western musical “Saturday Night
at the Op’ry”. Pictured at right is fifth grader “Heidi
Pearl”, also known as Skyler Harris. Members of the
eighth grade class (above) presented “Flaky Snow and
the Seven Dorks”. From leftis Joni Hilburn as “Hokey”,
David Harris as “Sappy”, Richie Kersch as “Queasy”,
Bryce Marble as “Jock”, Amy Shearer as “Rashful”,
Amanda Turman as “Jumpy”, Stephanie Tubbs as
“Creepy” and Kelsey Kinderknecht as “Flaky Snow”.

— Telegram photos by Susie Marble

Storm spotters learn

By VERONICA MONIER

Storm spotters and potential
stormspottersreceivedafew good
tipsduring abasic classon March
11intheNortoncommunity room.

Theclass, sponsored by theNa-
tional Weather Service in Good-
land and Norton County emer-
gency preparedness, was one of
many being held throughout
northwest Kansas.

DavidFloyd, warningcoordina-
tor meteorologist for the weather
service, said thefivespotter chal-
lenges are to remain safe at all
times, assessthestormlayout, as-
sessthestorm and cloud features,
accurately report and learn and
havefun.

Storm spotters are volunteers
who observe and report severe
weather. They helpadd credibility
topublicreactions.Anyonecanbe
astorm spotter, he said.

“Doppler radar is a great tool,
butit haslimitations,” hesaid. “It
doesn’t sample near the ground

andit can't tell whether atornado
hastouched down. Storm spotters

Mr. Floyd said a severe storm
can produce atornado, large hail,
wind damage that can take down
branches and trees, and wind
speed of 58 milesper hour or more.
He said spotters should report
ponding or flooding, dime-size
hail or larger, severewind damage
and funnelsand cloud walls.

He said spotters who call in
should report who they are, what
has occurred, when it occurred,
how long it lasted and where the
spotter is compared to where the
storm occurred.

When talking about safety, he
toldthecrowd somecatch phrases
like"“Getinside, don't get fried”,
“Turnaround, don’tdrown”, “ Get
into your home or get hit with a
stone”, and“Begintofleeor get hit
by debris’.

Mr. Floydtalked about different
kinds of storms. He said the up-
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draft, which implies a cloud for-
mation zone, iswhereto find the
funnels, tornadoes and wall
clouds. The downdraft isacloud
dissipater and is associated with
rain, hail and damaging winds.

Hedescribedthedifferent cloud
formations, but said wall clouds
and areas where clouds are con-
verging are the ones to watch
closely. He said scud clouds can
look like wall clouds, but aren’t
dangerous.

“Things can be misleading and
aren’talwayswhat they seem,” he
said. " Spottersneedtoalwayspay
attentionand stay safe. Part of that
isalwaysknowing whereyou are
compared to where the stormis.
Some good adviceisto learn to
recognize major parts of astorm
and try not to make snap judg-
ments.”

Spotterswhomissedtheclassin
Nortonmay attenditin Oberlinat
7 p-m.inthe Decatur Community
High School cafeteriaon Monday,

the basics at class

April 19, or in Hill City at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday at the courthouse.

Board needs
OK to get maps

By VERONICA MONIER

The Airport Board needed to
know what kind of base should be
usedfor theapron project soplans
could be completed.

Airport Board Chairman lvan
Kingham told the city’s Finance
Committee Monday afternoon
that B & G Consultants, the firm
hired to engineer plans for the
project, gavetheboardtwooptions.

Hesaidthefirst wasafive-inch
concrete base over compacted
earth and the second was a five-
inchconcretebaseover afour-inch
cement-treated base. The esti-
mated costswere$137,932.05for
the compacted earth base and
$156,662.55 for the cement-
treated base.

Hesaidhehadn'tyetreceivedthe
mapsand planson how everything
would belaid out. He said prelimi-
nary mapsweregiventotheboard,
but were sent back before he saw
them after correctionsweremade.

Mr.Kingham saidtheengineers
recommended thecement-treated
base. They also gave an estimate
for anadditivealternativeon han-
gar approaches, which would in-
clude construction of a drainage
area. That would cost $39,951.20
for atotal of $215,028.25 for the
compacted-earth estimate and
$45,891.20 for $239,698.75 for
thetreated-cement estimate.

In either case, the board would
need approval from the Kansas
Department of Transportation to
have constructed drainage, rather
than natural drainage.

“Personally, I'm alittle more
inclined to go with the cement
underlay becausetheengineer rec-
ommendsit,” hesaid. “Butit’sup
to thecity and county.”

Councilman George Jones, who
isontheFinance Committee, said
he agreed and that the difference
inpricewould pay for itself inthe

long run.

Mr. Kingham said whenthede-
cisionwasmade onwhether to gc
with the compacted earth base or
the cement base, B & G Consullt-
antswould send thefinal plans.

Councilman Jerry Hawks, also
a committee member, said the
minutes of the last airport board
meeting suggested they were
ready togooutfor bidsandwanted
toknow if it wastrue.

Mr. Kingham said it was not,
and they wouldn’t be ready for
bidsuntil May.

County Commissioner John
Miller, who attended themeeting,
wanted to know if they were defi-
nitely going to get thegrant funds
from the state. The state money
shouldpay for Qpercent of theproject
meakingthecity andcounty eechliable
for 5percent, or about $12,500eechif
they approvetheproject.

City Administrator Rob Lawson
said the state money was there tc
useif theprojectwasapproved. He
said the city had budgeted for the
project, but heard the county
hadn't.

Mr.Miller saidthecounty didn’t
putitinitsbudget, but the money
was availablefrom economic de-
velopment funds.

Mr. Hawks said he would take
theinformationtothecity council
andrecommendtheconcretebase.

Mr. Miller said, on the county
side, nothing would be approvec
until they saw the plansand maps.

“Thisis not the procedure we
want done,” he said. “Rob is the
appointed go-between becausehe
has more knowledge about these
kinds of things and we trust him.
Heshould have seenthemapsand
plans before they were sent back
totheengineers.”

Mr. Miller saidthecounty would
pay for copiesof themapsand plans
so everyonewould have acopy.

County wellness fair nearly here

TheNorton National GuardAr-
mory will bethesiteof thisyear’s
Norton County WellnessFair.Ac-
tivitieswill go from 10 am. to 6
p.m. on Saturday, March 27, in
support of the KQNK Hi Plains
Expo.

Kansas Highway Patrol troop-
erswill beonhandto check tosee
if infant and youth safety seats
have been properly installed in
vehicles. Theroll-over simulator
will beondisplay aswell.

Therewill also be nutrition in-
formation availableaswell asthe
opportunity to win and/or pur-
chasearadontest kit. Thisallows
families to determine if they are
beingexposedtoadangerouslevel
of radon, whichisthesecond|ead-
ing causeof lungcancerintheU.S.
today. Northwest Kansas has re-
ported numerouscasesof highlev-
elsof radoninlocal homes.

The Norton County Health De-
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Tranda Watts,
Extension
specialist

partmentwill besellingbicyclehel -
metsfor $5for aslong asthey last.

Please watch the paper for fur-
ther information about the
WelInessFair. If youhavenot been
asked to be a part and have a

health-related exhibit that you
would liketo present, please con-
tact theNorton County Extension
servicefor further information.

The2004 WelInessFair isspon-
sored by K -StateResearchand Ex-
tension, Norton County Family
and Consumer SciencesProgram
Development Committee and the
participating agencies in support
of the KQNK Hi-Plains Expo.

If you have further questions
about the Fair, contact theNorton
County Extensionofficeor e-mail
twwatts@oznet.ksu.edu.

Childhood screening set for March 26

Eisenhower Elementary School
will be conducting a free Early
Childhood Screening on Friday,
March 26.

If youareconcerned about your
child’s speech, vision, hearing,
motor skills, behavior and/or rea-

soning, call 877-5113by March 25
to schedul e an appointment.

Children eligible for screening
arethosefrom2years, 9 monthstc
ageb, but notenrollinginkindergar-
teninthefall. Akindergartenscreen
will beheldlater inthe spring.
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Bulk Oil TCW111 $10.95 per gal.

BRING YOUR OWN JUGS
20% off all accessories
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2004 OPEN HOUSE SALE
Republican City, NE
March 20 & 21

LUND, LARSON & STARCRAFT
PACKAGES ON SALE

Powered by Mercury Outboards
Pontoons & Deck Boats
— HOMETOWN BOAT SHOW SPECIALS —
Including Factory Rebates & Extended Warranties
— Topr TRADE IN ALLOWANCES —
Low Rate Financing Available

Lowrance Electronics Demonstration Show Price
on all units at below catalog prices

Fishing Seminars Sat. 10am & 2pm by Mike Cooper & Ron Sporteder
Using your depthfinder & GPS

& JD Baker & Tim Stuhmer 10am & 2pm Sunday

Mercury optimax oil $13.95 per gal.

Show Hours 8am-5pm
308-799-5000
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Hotdogs and
Refreshments
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COUNTRY LIVING IN TOWN!

Beautifully landscaped, comfortable 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, big
open kitchen and living room! Walk-out basement to new large
patio and awesome treehouse! New kitchen, back yard patio,
exterior paint and underground sprinkler system. Lots more!

507 N. Wabash, Norton
785-877-3274 or 785-871-0368




