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Agriculture: many reasons to celebrate

Below are some interesting
facts about agriculture today.
These pointsjust scratch the sur-
face of the advancements being
madein agricultureonadaily ba-
sis. All Americans are asked to
enjoy and admire the wonders of
American agricultureasNational
Agriculture Day is celebrated on
March 20.

General statistics:

*Today' saveragefarmis417acres
comparedto 147 acresin 1900.

*Today’s farmer feeds more
than 130 people in the United
States and abroad. In 1960 that
number was 25.8.

42 percent of U.S. total land
areaisfarmland.

*U.S. Farmersaccount for 42.7
percent of the world’s soybean
productionand 34.4 percent of the
world’s corn production.

eAlmost 90 percent of U.S.
farmsareoperated by individuals
or family corporations.

More than 15 percent of the
U.S. population is employed in
farm or farm-related jobs.

*U.S. consumersspendroughly
9 percent of their income on food
compared with 11 percent in the
United Kingdom, 17 percent in
Japan, 27 percent in South Africa
and 53 percentin India.

eFarmers and ranchers provide

food and habitat for 75 percent of
thenation’swildlife.

Production Improvements:

*U.S. Farmersandrancherspro-
duce meat that islower in fat and
cholesterol. Theresultisbeef cutsthat
have 27 percent lessfat thanin 1985.

*Biotechnology hasresulted in
better tasting fruitsand vegetabl es
that stay freshlonger and arenatu-
rally resistant to insects.

ePlant breeding has resulted in
cropsbetter ableto handletheen-
vironmental affectsof drought and
diseaseand insectinfestationsre-
sulting in higher yields at harvest
and lower coststo the consumer.

Technology/Equipment
Advancements:

*Today’scombines can harvest
900bushelsof cornper hour. Inthe
1930s afarmer could harvest (by
hand) about 100 bushel sof cornin
anine-hour day.

*Precision farming using satel-
lite maps and computer models
enablesfarmerstouselessproduc-
tion inputs to produce a higher
quality, higher yielding crop.

eFarmers use computers and
satellites daily to improve the ef-
ficiency of their productionopera-
tions and track production pro-
cessesongeneral and special crops.

New Uses
eEthanol accountsfor the larg-
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estindustrial useof any commod-
ity crop.

*Resinsfromcornand soybeans
are used in production of, for ex-
ample, John Deere equipment
panels.

*Soybeans are used in the five
major markets currently depen-
dent on petroleum products in-
cluding: plastics, coatingsandink,
adhesives, |ubricantsand solvents.

*Corn alsois used in place of
certain petroleum-based products
inindustrial applications.

Safety Is the key to happy living

“Always Put Safety First”
was the theme of Christo-
pher Maddy’s safety
poster in Norton County
Farm Bureau’s annual
contest. Christopherwon
first place in Division I,
for fifth and sixth graders.
He is the son of David and

Patsy Maddy, Norton.
—Telegram photo by CarolynPlotts
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Purchase 10 or more KraftMaid cabinets
by March 29, and we’ll throw in a sink
base cabinet . . . Absolutely FREE!

Cabinetry

KrafcMaid 55
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Kitchen & Bath Design

404 Hwy. 183, PO Box 805 — Alma, NE 68920
Phone 308-928-2758

Our factory direct purchasing saves you money!
Open Saturdays by Appointment
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Moser Limousin
AnnualiBulliSale!

Saturday, March 27, 2004 « 1:00 p.m. CST

Oakley Livestock - Oakley, Kansas
STORM DATE: April 3

This bull was bred
in our program.
He shows the kind
of muscle, quality,
and structural
correctness you
can find in our sale.

MUSCLE h
MEAT MEANS MOM

_I\/Ioser_
Limousin
Ranch

Using the “proof of the past”
for the “progress of the future”.
Dan & Kristy Moser & family
COMMERCIAL AND Archie & Verla Moser
PUREBRED PRODUCER. Winona, Kansas
CALL OR FAX TO REQUEST A CATALOG. Phone/fax: 785-846-7888

40 OUTSTANDING
LIMOUSIN BULLS, 31 2 YR.
OLDS, 9 YEARLINGS
82% Black - 75% Polled
Several Homozygous Black

34 YEARS OF “MEATING”
THE NEEDS OF THE

National
Agriculture Week
March 14 thru 20
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Thank You FarmersFor
All Your Hard Work
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"Let’s Hear

It For
Farmers!

National Ag Week
March 14-20, 2004
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Foods Midwest

Norton Shop
and Save

313 W. Main, Norton, KS
K\ Phone: 785-877-2422 J

Gardenefs Look!
SEED POTATOES

5 Varieties Including
Yukon Gold
ONION PLANTS

Walla Walla, Texas Sweet, White Granex
COMING FRIDAY
Organic Buffalo

Ground, Frozen Package

Pure Prairie Natural Foods
108 E. Washington, Norton—877-3610
ORDERS—1-800-545-7232

Farm

Loan?

FOR INFORMATION
CALL —

Acreage “#

anc
Can Help!

785-877-5128 ¢oy
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MEMBER F.D.I.C. LENDER

Phillips County
Implement

Salutes Our Farmers
Thanks for Feeding the World!

National Agriculture Week
March 14-20, 2004

7:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
John Deere —
P\ Sales and D
JOHN DEERE Service [
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Phillips County Implement

E. Highway 36, Phillipsburg, Kansas
785-543-2184 or 800-247-0396

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY—

( Insurance with Service )

Karla's Agency

102 E. Lincoln ¢ P.0. Box 27
Norton, Kansas 67654
Office Phone: 785-877-2241

. Thank You to OGur Hard-Working
Men and Women Who Make
Agriculture Happen From
Your Partners in Agriculture.

All Livestock Equipment Will Be On Sale

Norton County Co-Op (COOP

Spring Sale — Cash and Carry
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SPECIAL PRICES—
FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2004

CHECK OUR DISCOUNT PRICES ON
GATES, STOCK TANKS AND BALE FEEDERS

Barbed Wire — American Made
Reg. Price $43.20—Sale Price $38.88
10’ Galvenized Corral Panels
Reg. Price $63.60—Sale Price $57.24

WOOD POSTS—DISCOUNT PRICES 44—~ =
Join Us From 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. for a
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Hamburger Feed Luncheon
New Saturday Hours Beginning March 20—7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.




