Thereare bigger
ISsues to think about

Such a stir one middle-aged woman’s breast can cause.
Congress wants an investigation, new laws, stiffer fines for

indecency.

Federal Communications Commission chair Michael Powell
wants new rules, slaps heavy fines on foul-mouthed radio jocks.

Across the country, people howl and wail.

OK, it was tasteless and tacky, but not a whole lot more. If not
for the fact that millions of Americans were watching the pathetic
halftime show, not much mention would have been made.

It wasn’t a whole lot more than the family would see on a Sun-

day trip to the beach.

Nudity has become a staple on cutting-edge television, on
cable but also on network drama. Just because NYPD Blue airs
later, do your really think the kids aren’t watching?

It probably wasn’t such a good idea, but a national emergency?

Hey, the country has greater problems. Domestic violence, for

one.

It was three weeks after the Janet Jackson flap before anyone
even mentioned that the song and dance routine she and Justin
Timberlake were doing bordered on abuse. He was singing about
tearing her clothes off, and no one seemed to mind.

So, isit OK to talk about roughing your woman up, as long as
you don’t show any skin on television?

Hardly.

Domestic violence is a major problem, though society still tends
to look the other way. Domestic cases often are not reported
publicly and far too often, no charges are filed. There’s still a
feeling that what people do at home stays there.

Is sex on the air a problem? The feds levied huge fines against a
disc jockey who calls himself “Bubba the Love Sponge” last week.
We haven’t heard his program, but how does it compare to the
dozens of people shot and killed by cops, bad guys and good
guys during the average television week?

Why is all this violence OK?

Why do video game producers pander to our violent side?
Maybe blood sells even better than sex.
Compare the two, and decide which is more harmful.

Wife beating, or skin?

Murder as entertainment, or Bubba the Love Sponge?

In a world where children die every day of disease and hunger,
where women are abused in country after country, where cheat-
ing amounts to business ethics and lying passes for statesman-
ship, is a little skin the biggest problem we have?

After the outcry this year, a repeat is unlikely at any future Super

Bow!l halftime.

But is anyone getting worked up about the real problems we

face?

— Steve Haynes.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:

TotheEditor:

Where doesyour food comefrom?

If you' relikemany Americans, thean-
swer isthegrocery store. Andfrankly, that
disturbsme. Thegrocery storeisn’ twhere
food comesfrom —it’sjust from where
it'sdistributed. In reality, far too many
peopleare unawareof theroleof Ameri-
canagricultureintheir daily lives —and
what it really takesto havefood on their
dinner table.

Just afew generationsago, most people
wereapart of, and hadfriendsor relatives
involved with, agriculture. Today, that’s
no longer the case. That' swhy ' mwrit-
ing, becauseagricultureisresponsiblefor
providing the necessities of life — food,
fiber, clothingand shelter. Andit’ sabout
time Americansrecognizethat contribu-
tion.

American farmers are working harder
than ever, and it shows. Today, each
American farmer feeds more than 120
people. And the need for food produced

intheU.S.isdramatic. Agricultureisthis
nation’sNo. 1 export and vitally impor-
tant in sustaining ahealthy economy.

Andit’ snot just thefarmer who makes
our food possible. Theentireagriculture
industry, all theway tothegrocery store,
arevital linksin achain that bringsfood
toevery citizen —and millionsof people
abroad.

Frankly, it seasy totakeagriculturefor
granted in America. Our food is readily
accessibleand safe. For this, we' reunbe-
lievably fortunate. But that doesn’ t mean
wedon’t havean obligationto recognize
how it’ smadepossible.

This Saturday is National Ag Day,
hosted by the Agriculture Council of
America. AgDayisagoodtimetoreflect,
andbegrateful for, Americanagriculture
— andto sharethat messagewith others,
especially young people.

Dan Skrdlant, president
Norton County
Farm Bureau Association
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HOW N/GF |
TLL PUT IT
RICHT UP ON MY
REFRIGERATOR.

Agood dog s aharo thmg tofind

thetype, but today | became ahero. |

saved Smiley’slife. Itcertainly gives
one afeeling of satisfaction. And my
wholefamily isreally proud of me.

Okay, Smileyisadog. But sheisnotjust
adog, sheisour dog.

Shehelpsmy husband out alot. For in-
stance, when he is trying to load or sort
cows Smiley will get right in after them.
Of course if she makes one mad she
quickly runs behind him giving the cow
the impression he was the one who was
biting her heels. What usually happens
thenisl havetotieher upuntil wearedone.

So, maybe there are better waysto de-
scribewhat makes her so special.

She hates coyotes.

She can bark all night. Sometimes we
don’t get any sleep at al. Cometo think
of it, that isreally not al that helpful, ei-

I "Il bethefirsttoadmitit —I"mhardly

Well, sheisa

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

weloved her. We had her for 16 years.
Before shedied we started looking for
anew dog. Wethought Ripper would be
agood influence on anew dog and com-
pany. Ripper was aborder collieand we
tried to get that breed. Wepaid alot for a
pure bred registered dog. It wasvery ag-
gressivetoother animals, themowing ma-
chineandpassingcars. Then,itgotrunover.
We got a dog from the Humane Soci-
ety. That costsmoney also. Itgotrunover.
Ripper died the same week Kate went
to college. Of course that upset her, but
somehow it

good welcom- v
ing committee. | &
Shelikestoroll
over right in
front of people
so they can

ther.
i

seemed right.
They grew up
- together, and
' they moved on
together. Now
that Kate has

scratch  her v come back do
belly. They say you suppose
contact with a 4 Ripper could be
pet helps re- & reincarnated?

lieve stress. So L Never mind,
if youdon'tfall i that is awhole
over her and Smiley other column.

break  your
neck, she can definitely make your day
better.

Before Smiley wehad Ripper (don'tlet
the name deceive you). We got her asa
puppy when daughter Kate was about 2
yearsold. Ripper was areally good dog
— good for absolutely nothing. But how

After Ripper
died we started looking for anew dogin
earnest. Elizabethfound astray; itwasin
terribleshape. Wenursedit back tohealth.
[t got runover.

We got one we heard about on thera-
dio. Itgotrunover.
My mother-in-law foundastray puppy.

It got runover.

My brother told me, “Y ou know you
only get onegood doginalifetime.”

We were ready to give up. Well some
of uswere. By then it was almost three
yearslater. Elizabethwhoawaystook the
deathsof thedogsthe hardest wascrying
onMrs. Coleman’ sshoulder at school one
day. Mrs. Colemanhad astray dog. They
didn’'t want it. She brought it to us on
Mother’s Day weekend. This mother
didn'twant it.

Y ou see, Elizabeth, thegreat pet lover,
wasgraduating and woul d begoing away
to school. So whose dog do you suppose
it wasgoingto be?

Guesswhat?Sheturned out tobeagreat
dog. We named her Smiley because she
lookslikesheissmiling. Wehavehad her
for amost four years.

For someoddreason Smiley likestorun
around on top of the ice in the above-
ground pool. However shehasnever been
swimming to my knowledge. What she
failedtorealizetoday isit’ swarming up.
| wasonthe phoneand heard her yipping
likecrazy. Butitwasabusinesscall and|
felt obliged to carry ontoitsconclusion.

When| got of f shehad quit, but luckily
| wenttothedoor and hollered. Shestarted
upagainand| realized shewasinthepool.
And shewasinthemiddleof it. | woulo
havegoneinafter her, but fortunately she
remembered she could doggiepaddie, so
to speak. Sheswamright over totheside
and | pulled her out.

Poor baby, she was cold but she was
alive. | got the husband’ s big bath towel
anddried her off asbest | could. (I’ mkid-
ding, honey!)

My brother iswrong. Y ou get at |east
two good dogsin alifetime. I'm sure
thankful | didn’t haveto start looking for
athird.

Cravings are satisfied on the way south

henwetravel, oneof our favor
itethingstodoistry newfoods
and eat at restaurants some

franchises haven't seen fit to locate in
western Kansas.

We are on another trip to Juarez,
Mexico, and spending an extraday in El
Paso before crossing the border with the
team of collegekidsfrom Wisconsin.

Red Lobster and the Olive Garden are
on my list of “must do’s”. Long John
Silver’s and alittle mom and pop taco
jointwefound last trip areon Jim’s. We
boththought Chinesefoodwouldbegood
our first night in town and drove to a
nearby establishment for carry-ouit.

Weneither onenoticedthe*Mongolian
Chinese” notation until wewere back in
our room and it wastoo late. Most of the
dishes were way too spicy for us. More
like flaming tongues of fire. It made us
appreciate, all the more, the excellent
Chineserestaurantslocatedin our part of
the country.

We' ve aready hit the Long John Sil-
versand will pick up Red L obster on our
way out of town. Jimgot hishankerin’ for
good Mexicanfood satisfied yesterday in
Juarez when we stopped at severad little
roadside stands for chicken, chile

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

rellenos, tortillas and ice cream. (Mexi-
canicecreamisfabulous.)

Oneof thereasonsfor comingearly was
todriveout to the house of thefamily we
built for in February.

It waswash day for Graciella. Shehad
laundry hanging on thefence and tubs of
water intheyard, but she dropped every-
thing towelcomeuswithwarmhugsand
continuous* Gracias, gracias.”

She proudly showed us her home. She

had arefrigerator, atableandthreechairs,
and a china cabinet with no glass in the
doors outfitting her kitchen. The living
room contained abed, adresser, atelevi-
sion and pictures of her children on the
walls. Theback roomal so contained abed
and somefree-standing closets.

Keepin mind thisisathree-room, 15-
foot-by-30-foot housewith no plumbing.
But Graciellathinksitisamansion.

We had a few more gifts for her. A
friend’ s grandmother sent a handmade
quiltthat brought tearsto Graciella seyes.
It wasso “bonito” (beautiful) shesaid.

My friend, Teresa, sent a sewing ma-
chinealong. Itwasanolder model, but till
ingood shape. Graciellawassoapprecia-
tive. | foreseeher making many beautiful
thingswithit.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.

Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertainto apublicissue.



