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Simplicity —awhole
new thought

They keep talking about campaign finance reform. They never
quite get the issue settled. Anything that comes down the pike is
usually a diluted piece of political trash, designed to deceive the
American public.

Both Democrats and Republicans are sinners in this regard.

President George W. Bush has a cash box containing $150
million — you read that right — with which to wage a war against
Sen. John Kerry, the Democratic candidate for the White House
next November. Kerry’s cash box has been greatly reduced by
the necessity to ward off several contenders within his own party.
He’s now out beating the bushes — not the Bush’s bushes — for
more money. He’ll need to just about equal the ever growing
Bush bundle to even make arace of it.

So, where did Bush’s millions and millions and millions of dol-
lars come from? Beats us. And Sen. Kerry? A lot of his came from
his own pocket — he’s not your average working American. He’s
wealthy beyond description.

So, how do we handle this goofy campaign finance reform?

Easy. Very, very easy. But simplicity is not the thing the Wash-
ington crowd cuddles. After all if it’s too simple the American
people will know how it works and that could spell trouble — for
those benefiting from the windfalls and whatever else is involved.

So, here’s our plan — plain and simple:

There are 50 states.

The candidates for the White House could raise no more than
$1 million from each state.

Math says that totals $50 million per candidate.

They could then spend those $50 million as they see fit. In other
words if Republicans view our state of Kansas as just another
Republican-embedded state there would be no reason to waste
their money here. So, they could take the $1 million raised here
and pump it into another state where they feel they need more
presence.

Make sense?

No, it doesn’t. Too simple. Too easy for Mr. & Mrs. John Q.
Public to understand, and after all they are not supposed to
understand campaign finance reform legislation. No fun that
way.

Something else our plan would do would greatly shorten the
campaign season (and we all yell about that). And that would
really test the candidates’ ability to handle money to make the
sum total stretch. It would give us some sense of their awareness
of the importance of spending one’s money wisely. And it might
also give us a clue as to how they would handle the nation’s
budget, which, we all agree, just isn’t being handled.

That’s it. Our free advice.

Fifty states, $50 million.

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:

Thank youfor printingmy last | etter to
theeditor intotal. Convincing thegover-
nor that the funds she has cut from the
mentally handicapped needs to be re-
scinded can not betaken lightly. Itisim-
perativewereceivethefundsshehascut
or services, and possibly locations, will be
discontinued.

Norton County residents, please con-
tinueto writeand send | ettersto the gov-
ernor concerning thisissue. Y our letters

— Tom A. Dreiling

night at Town and Country, thank you.

week.

“Home,” for the continued benefit of

Tothosewho signed theletters Friday

Therewerebetween 60and 70 signatures
oneach of thefour letters. Thank you for
takingthetimetoreadandsignthem. The
letters will be sent to the governor this

Continuetoinformthegovernor of the
needfor thesefundsfor thecontinued ser-
vice to the 12 people who call Norton
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Round and round she goes...

loseit.

Yousee, I'msitill “milking” my trip
to Washington, sharing the details with
anyonewhowill listen. Theremust bestill
beafew peoplewhohaven’ t heard meex-
pound on the topic, because| had anin-
vitation to speak about it thisweek.

| had dutifully recorded the date and
timeinmy appointment book. Moretothe
point isthe information | had NOT re-
corded. Liketo what group and where. |
knew when | was supposed to bethere; |
justdidn’tknow wherel wassupposedto
be.

| discovered my mistake last week
when looking ahead in my appointment
book. There it was, written in my own
hand, “Monday, March 8, 7 p.m., D.C.
trip.” But where was | supposed to be?
My colleagueswereno help.

“You'reonyour own,” they said.

Knowing | only had afew daystofig-
urethisout, | cametotheresolution, “ Girl,

I f my head weren’t screwed on, I'd

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

if you work for a newspaper, now isthe
timeto let the newspaper work for you.”
(Ican'thelpit. 1 loved JFK’ sinauguration
speech.)

Filing my own ad, in boldface caps, |
begged for someone, anyone, to inform
me of where | was expected on Monday
at7p.m.

If youever thought advertisingdoesn’t
work, just try publicly admittingyou’ rea
ding-a-lingneeding help. Carrierspicked
up their papers about 3:45 p.m.; thefirst
homesgot their newspapersabout4p.m.;
andnolaterthan4:15p.m., | had my first
call.

“You'retobeat PrairieLand Electric’ <
meeting room to speak to the 20th Cen-
tury Study Club,” camethe sweet voice.

“Oh, thank you, thank you, thank you!”
wasall | could say.

But after about thethird or fourth call,
my reply came to be more like, “Y eah,
yeah, yeah. | know. Prairie Land’ smeet-
ingroom. Right, 7 p.m. OK, you can stop
laughing now. Uh-huh, | wrote it down.
No, I'll remember.”

And church! Forget about it! Those
Christiansstill havealittledevilishstreak!
Duringthefellowshiptimebetweenearly
churchand Sunday School, | heard, “ Hey,
Carolyn. Do‘yaknow whereyou’ resup-
posedtobe?” or,“ So, doyouknow where
youare?’ Ve-ry funny.

Themoral of thisstoryis: If | don’t show
up to speak to your club, it’ snot because
| forgot. It’s because | don’t know
“where”’ I’m supposed to be and wastoo
embarrassed to ask.

Leaving a note shows consideration

ears ago, when | was young, a

purple bottle sat on the dining

room table. Y ou probably re-
member the type, Italian glass, | believe
itwascalled. Itwastall withapointedtop.
It was our message bottle.

A rulein our house has always been
whenyouleaveyoutell peoplewhereyou
aregoing. Parentor child, sister or brother,
noonewasexempt. Of coursetherewere
thosetimeswhenyouwouldhear, “Don’t
you trust me?’

It has nothing to do with trust and ev-
erything to do with respect and courtesy.

If my parents left and | wasn’t home

do not haveto belengthy. They canbeas
simple as, “Gov. Sebelius, please rein-
state the funds to the Intermediate Care
Facilities for the mentally retarded pro-
gram. We have two homes in Norton
which help maintain theeconomy inthis
county.”

Norton County’ seconomy, and the con-
tinued employment of the 34 empl oyees.
Thank you,

SondraGraham

Developmental Services

of Northwest Kansas

Norton

they stuck anotethroughthebottletopto
let us know where they were. Even as
adultswhenwereturned homefor avisit
wesdtill left notes. Inevery homeJack and

Phasell
Mary Kay
Woodyard

| havelived in acrossthe country anote
holder found its place soon after we
movedin.

Noteleavingisalearnedtrait and par-
entshold the key. Children learn respect
fromtheir parents. Itisequaly, if not more
important, for parentstotell their children
where they are and when they will be
home.

It setsthe pattern. Thisisapracticeto

start when they are very young. My 4-
year-old grandson dictated a note to me
last week, to inform his uncle he had bor-
rowedamovie, asmall, butimportant task.

Sticky noteshavemade* noteleaving”
very easy. The glass on our back door
holds our communication now.

Throughout the years the technol ogy
has changed things. E-mail informs oth-
ersof whereweareand cell phonesmake
immediate contact possible, but theides
isthesame.

Respect beginsat homeand withlittle
things, whether it is anoteto say I'm
workinginthegarden, or havegonetothe
library or I’ mplayingwithmy friend. The
notefirst andforemost saysyou matter to
me, you are important something we all
need to know.

Animal ID brings up questions
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U.S. Congressman Jerry Moran par-
ticipatedinaHouseAgricultureCommit-
tee hearing in Houston, Texas, to review
thedevel opment of theUnited StatesDe-
partment of Agriculture’'s Animal |den-
tification Program. Animal traceability

has become a priority in the wake of a Rep Jerry Moran

single case of bovine spongiform en-
cephal opathy (mad cow disease) in
Washington state. Among the witnesses
testifying before the committee was the
President of the National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association, Jan Lyonsfrom Man-
hattan.

“ AstheDepartment of Agricultureand
Congresswork to develop anidentifica-
tionsystem, wemust ensurethatitisdone
in away which does not burden our pro-
ducers,” Moransaid. “Implementing the
system should be based on common
sense, and it should be flexible to meet
producer’ sneedsandallow for new tech-
nology. Thesystemal so should not place
atremendousfinancia burdenonour pro-
ducers or expose them to aliability that
could shut down their operations.”

Capitol
Views

Moran questioned witnesses on the
costs of a mandatory national program
andthecostsfor producerstoadapt tonew
regulatory requirements. Other issues

highlighted during the hearing were pro-
ducer liahility and the ability of technolo-
giestocommunicate.

“EventhoughtheUnited Stateshasthe
safest food delivery systemintheworld,
recent eventsreguireadditiona measures
to improve that system and to reassure
foreignand domesticconsumers,” Moran
concluded.

For more information, contact Con-
gressman Moran at (202) 225-2715 or
visit his web page at www.house.gov/
moranks01/.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymous| etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



