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An amendment
Sjust too much

The president and many in Congress are running around worry-
ing that the sky is falling when the only thing falling on their

heads are bad ideas.

The president has called for a Constitutional amendment to
stop homosexuals — gays and lesbians — from marrying each

other.

This is swinging a steam shovel to kill a fly.

A Constitutional amendment is a big deal. In more than 200
years, there have only been 27. They have been for such things as
giving the vote to minorities and women, allowing citizens to
disagree with the government and giving the states certain
rights, though admittedly those seem to be getting fewer and

fewer.

A Constitutional amendment is not needed to solve every
problem in our society. The “problem” of some states allowing
same-sex couples to “marry” is not that big a deal. It’s a point of
view; a reason for easily excitable people to get all aflutter.

Excuse us, folks, but this is a non issue. Allow the states to do
their thing. It doesn’t make any difference. It’s not skinning our

nose at all.

There is no such thing as marriage between two same-sex
people. Marriage is the union of a man and woman before God,

period.

That said, there is no reason that two people who are commit-
ted to each other cannot join in alegal union. Thisisn’t marriage,
but a legal contract similar to marriage, the purchase of a busi-

ness or adoption.

As for insurance benefits and Social Security, itis up to those
who administer these programs to decide if they will allow part-
ners in “legal unions” to have benefits under the program.

Disney has long allowed partners of any sex to share in its ben-
efit programs. That is a corporate decision made to attract tal-
ented people to the company with benefits they couldn’t get
most other places. This is perfectly legal and probably a good

decision for Disney.

Social Security does not allow benefits to “legal unions,”
whether they be same-sex couples or those of opposite sex, for
partners who have never married. This, too, is a legal decision,

made to protect the program.

Neither Disney nor Social Security is wrong. They have different
aims and both should be allowed to do what is best for itself.

If the federal government would just forget about gays and
lesbians marrying, the whole issue would die down. Yes, some
couples would still go to California to get “married,” but no one

would care except them.

It’s time the federal government got its nose out of others’
business and went back to solving the problems that need a
steam shovel — like health care, foreign policy and where will the

next parking garage in Washington be.

— Cynthia Haynes

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:

Dear Editor:

| aminagreement withthecounty com-
missionersinasking Norton County Trea-
surer CynthiaLinner towait onremodel-
ing her office. Withtheeconomy theway
itis, especialyinrura areaslikeours, we
all have to watch expenses. Unless the
county treasurer’ s office has lines of
people waiting for along time to be
served, thenremodelingissomethingthat
should be put way low on any spending
list.

If andwhen Mrs. Linner getsthegreen
light to remodel, | would like to remind
her that the money, no matter what fund
it is coming from, is Norton County
taxpayer’ smoney. That money shouldbe
spent with Norton County businessesto
keep our economy strong. TotakeNorton
County taxpayers money out of the
county and stateto spend it, weakensthe
local economy and doesnot encourageor

strengthen our busi nesspeopleandthere-
foreisdetrimental tous.
| havepurchased my computer desk and
office chair and other items from End
Zone herein Norton and am quite satis-
fiedwiththequality and efficiency of the
furniture. | believethat Mrs. Linnerwould
findthat officefurnitureand suppliespur-
chasedfromlocal merchantswill bemore
than satisfactory for her officeto have.
Sincerely,
A Norton County taxpayer,
June Prout

Editor’ sNote: All county officials must
get at least two bids before purchasing
large items. Thisisthe law. Since End
Zoneistheonly storeintown, whichcar-
ries the type of office furniture the
treasurer’ sofficeneeded, itwasnecessary
for her toget an out-of-town bid, whether
shewanted to or not.
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HAVE YOU SEEN MY

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDALS D
JUST LOoK AT
THESE MEDALS!

1 HAVE LOTS OF THEM/

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK!

LET ME TELL YOU AROUT

MY MEDALS...

Passion an experience unlike any other

hat can | say about “ The Pas-
sion” that hasn't already been
said?

Knowing that it was premiering in a
neighboringtownlast Wednesday, | con-
tacted thetheater owner at hishometosee
if hewas pre-selling tickets. He assured
methat if someoneshowedupat 6:30p.m.
Tuesday night when the box office
opened, they could buy ticketstothenext
evening' sperformance. | made sure Jim
wasthere. Thefirst showwassoldout, but
he came home, proudly displaying two
ticketsfor the 9:30 p.m. viewing.

I’ mguessingtherewereabout 100people
inthetheater that Wednesday night. There
wastheusual laughingandbuzz of conver-
sation you would expect as the audience
waited for thelightsto go down.

I’'mnot goingtocritiquetheshow ortell
you what | think. | don’t want to spoil it
for you or diminish it in any way, if you
choosetoexperience” ThePassion.” | say
“experience,” becauseyou don’t merely
“see” thismovie. But, | will say this: when
that crowd | eft thetheater after thelights
cameback up, after wipingaway thetears
and blowingtheir noses, itwasin stunned
silencethat they walked to their cars.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

It's not amovie for children. Parents
shouldseeitfirstthendecideif their child
ismature enough, emotionally and spiri-
tually, to see it. And even then, parents
shouldwatchitwiththeir kidssothey can
answer questions.

Thisisnot atimeto just drop the kids
off at thetheater and tell themtocall you
whenthey need aridehome. If your kids
areway tooyoungto seeit, buy thevideo
whenit comesout and saveit for them. It
will becomeatimelesstool.

—ob—

Finally! Rain! Jim’'s rain gauge (a
bucketintheback yard) lookslikeit con-
tainsabout aninch and ahalf. It snot ex-
act, but close enough. Since we haven't
had any measurablemoisturefor solong,
who caresif we' reoff ahundredth or two.

It swet. It smuddy. Andweloveit.

Wejust about got stuck rightinfront of
the house as we were leaving for church
Sunday morning, but somefancy steering
and front-wheel drive pulled usthrough.

Makesmethink of that old saying, “ The
success of arain dance depends alot on
timing.”

—ob—

My friend Soniawrotesaying shelovec
my column on housekeeping. Shesaid it
made her look good and shewasgoingto
show it to her mother-in-law.

Thisweek | get to prove what | said
about beingagood housecleaner. Weare
having adinner party Saturday night and
from thelooks of this place, we ought to
clamwe' vebeenburglarized. Thismorn-
ing Jim asked me what I’m making for
dinner that night. | answered, “ Reserva-
tions.” Healmost didn’t laugh.

Oh, please. | hopeyouknow it’ snot that
bad. And we love to have company. |
might fussaround getting ready, but when
friendsarrive, | forgetthat | didn’t dustthe
knick-knacks or vacuum under the sofa.
AndI surehopewhensomeoneinvitesme
over todinner they don’ tworry about try-
ingtoimpressme.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR:

TotheEditor,

Thisisan“S.0.S” call to the Norton
School Board and the Community of
Norton to “ Save Our Sport”.

Asconcerned fans, we are upset about
the recent decision to terminate the high
school girls tennis program and would
liketo seeit reinstated.

Tennisisanationally recognized sport
that offers not only physical health ben-
efits, but psychological and social ben-
efitsaswell. Tennishelpsbuildbothaero-
bic and anaerobic fitness by burning fat
andincreasinggeneral body coordination
and agility. Playing tennis helps keep
playersmentally sharp.

Once the basic skills are learned, ten-
nis becomes 90 percent mental, forcing
players to think constantly, to decide
when and where to hit the ball, and to
evaluate their opponents’ strengths and

weaknesses. It offers social interaction
with new people and can be as competi-
tiveastheplayer desires, includinglocal,
regional and national tournaments at all
skill levels. Tennisisa*“lifetime” sport
enjoyed by peopleof all ages.

As parents and fans, the safety of our
children always comesfirst and weredl-
izethat thecourtsarenolonger structurally
safeto practice or compete on. The 2003
Norton Community High tennisteam had
18teammembers. Ascitizens, wearea so
concerned astowherethesegirls interests
may leadif theprogramisterminated.

Several membersof thecommunity as
well as students utilize the tennis facili-
ties. We would like to have the Norton
School District, City of Norton, and the
Norton community’ s support in getting
new courts built and the tennis program
reinstated for the 2004 season. We are

working with local contractors, tryingto
get a cost estimate on new tennis facili-
ties. Our goal isto build four new courts
inamorestructurally conducivelocation
in time for the fall season. Please show
your lovefor tennisand help us save our
sport by attending the Norton Board of
Education meeting at 7:30 p.m. Monday
at the Alice Tweed Center.
Thank you for your support,
DeannaNelson, Jay and Kathy Holste,
Jim Green, JimAntrim, Karen L.
Griffiths, Kris Fahrenbruch, Joel
Duscher, Jamie Applegate, Lori
Duscher, DeniseBailey, Gail Bailey,
Deb Thiele, RhondaReusink, Lynn
Thiele, LisaDonovan, Connie Green,
David Donovan, Craig Foley, Mikeand
JanVolgamore, Tami and Kevin Black,
Shelley Donovan, Ronnieand Vicki
Fisher, Ward Foley, and Gary L acy

TotheEditor:

March 1-7 hasbeen designated as Ag-
ricultural Safety Awareness Program
Week toremindusthat intherush of com-
pleting the work on farms and ranches,
everyoneneedstotaketimetoact safely.

Thethemefor 2004 is“ Tractor Safety
isNo Accident.” Tractor overturnswith
no rollover protection account for nearly
half of farm fatalities. Whiletractorsare
an essential part of agriculture, thereare
safety issuesto consider when operating
them. During Agricultural Safety Aware-
nessProgramWeek, weareaskingevery-
oneto remember theserules:

1. Know your tractor, its implements
and how they work. Teach your family
members and employees how to shut of f
equipment.

2.Userollover protectivestructuresand
seat belts.

3. Be familiar with your terrain and
drivesafely. Usecaution on slopes, slow
down for al turns and stay off the high-

way whenever possible. Keep sl ow-mov-
ing-vehiclesignson your equipment.

4. Never startanengineinaclosed shed
or garage.

5. Always keep your power takeoff
properly shielded.

6. Keepyour hitcheslow andalwayson
thedrawbar.

7. Never jump off amoving tractor or
|eave onewith the engine running.

8. Never refuel whiletheengineisrun-

ning or hot.

9. Keep all children off of and away
fromyour tractor anditsimplementsat all
times, andenforceaNORIDERSpalicy.

10. Never beinahurry about anything
to dowithyour tractor.

Y ou are important to your family and
your community. Be safe!

Dan Skrdlant, President
Norton County Farm Bureau
Association Boarc

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



