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Radio personality
to be at banquet

A familiar voice will be heard at
the Norton’s annual Chamber
Banquet set for 7 p.m., Tuesday,
March 30.

Wyatt Thompson, voice of the
Kansas State University Wildcats,
will be the keynote speaker at this
year’s banquet to be held at the
Norton American Legion. Mr.
Thompson is in his second season
as play-by-play announcer for
football, men’s basketball and
some baseball games.

Tickets to the banquet are $15
per person available at the Norton
Area Chamber of Commerce
Office, 877-2501.

Drought vigil
set for Saturday

Immanuel Lutheran Church,
814 N. Second, Norton, will hold
a prayer vigil from 6 a.m. to
midnight on Saturday. The public
is invited to come and offer
prayers and petitions regarding
the drought .

The next day at 10:30 a.m., the
church will conduct a prayer
service in response to the drought.

Booster Club
to meet Wednesday

The Norton Blue Jay Booster
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the high school
cafeteria.

Wrestling Coach Bill Johnson will
review the team’s scond-place
finish at the Regional Tournament
and preview the State Tourna-
ment.

Girls basketball coach Kevin Jilka
and boys basketball coach Doug
Reusink will report on their team’s
results.

Refreshments will be served.

Forecast:

Tonight — Partly cloudy with lows
around 20. Wednesday — Partly
cloudy with highs in the upper 40s.
Wednesday Night — Partly cloudy
with lows in the lower 20s. Thursday —
Mostly sunny with highs in the mid 50s.
Thursday Night and Friday — Partly
cloudy with highs in the lower 60s.
Friday Night — Partly cloudy in the
evening then becoming mostly cloudy.

Howell report:

Friday ...ooevveviviieee, High 55, Low 28
Saturday .......cccceevevnene High 57, Low 33

SUNAAY ..o High 60, Low 26
Monday.........cccvevennen. High 43, Low 23
Week ago .......ccocvevnee High 47, Low 26
Monthago ........c......... High 63, Low 23
Yearago .....cocoeveervannnnns High 24, Low 0
February precipitation............. .60 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ..... 1.15 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Thank you, God, for forgiving our sins
even though we do not deserve it. Help
us to forgive as many times as neces-
sary. Amen

One for the money, two for the show, three to get ready

and 10to go

James Annon, Norton’s 130 pound defending state champion,
earned three points for a near fall with this move during his 19-5
victory over Jordan Gienger, St. Francis, in the championship semi-

Ten Nortonwrestlers head for state tourney

By DICK BOYD

Bill Johnson’s Norton Community
High School wrestling team turned in a
great performance on Friday and Satur-
day andplacedjust behinddefending state
championHoxieintheClass 3-2-1A Re-
gional Wrestling Tournament in the
Norton Community High School Gym.

The No. 2 state ranked Blue Jays beat

theNo. 1ranked Indiansinall tournament
encounters earlier this season but Hoxie
edged them 193to 187.5for theregional
title. Bothteamsqualified 10wrestlersfor
theClass3-2-1A StateWrestling Tourna-
ment thisFriday and Saturday inthe Gross
Memorial ColiseuminHays.
Thisregional tournament wasunques-
tionably the toughest of the four in the

finals of the regional tourney in Norton on Saturday. Annon won
the championship and Gienger placed third and also qualified for

the state tourney.

statewitheight of thetop 10ranked teams
inthestatecompeting and approximately
half of theindividually stateranked wres-
tlerscompeting. In addition, eight of the
10 returning state champions competed.

St. Francis, whoisranked No. 5inthe
state, placed third with 118 points. No. 6
state ranked Oakley finished in fourth
with 117 points, followed by No. 4 state

Workmen from Knolland SonsRoofing Co. used
propane torches to heat the back of new roof-
ing material they laid on the roof of the Carter
Building, 213 S. Kansas last week. A company

spokesman said théy removed over 40,000
pounds of tarand rock from the old roof in prepa-
ration for the new.

—Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

ranked Oberlin with 108. Smith Center,
who istied for No. 9 in the state, placed
sixth with 95.5 points. In seventh place
was Plainvillewith 74 and Atwood, whc
istiedfor No. 9, waseighth with 73. No.
8 ranked Beloit finished ninth with 60.5
points.

TheTrojanswerefollowed by Phillips

(Continued on Page 12)

City works
to recover
loan money

By VERONICA MONIER

Thecity of Norton could get itsmoney
back fromwhat appeared to beabad eco-
nomic development loan to Scheetz M o-
tor Co.

City Attorney Karen Griffithstold the
city council at Monday’ smeeting that an
agreement is being worked out with
Scheetz Motor Co.

The city and Norton Development
Corp. has sued and gotten a judgment
againstMichael McLaughlinand Scheetz
for defaulting on arevolving loan fund
debt.

Mrs. Griffithstold the council that the
city hasafirst lienon al of the partsand
manuals and she has been working on &
settlement agreement with Mr. Barnes,
theattorney for Scheetz. Under theagree-
ment, Scheetz will agree to turn over to
thecity al partsand manuals, whichhave
beenapprai sed at $32,000t0$35,000. The
company still owes$31,000totherevolv-
ingloanfund.

Shesaidthepartsand manual sthat have
been purchasedwithinthelast threeyears

(Continued on Page 5)

Treasurer would like to remodel, update office

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County Treasurer Cynthia
Linner would like to have her office re-
modeled but the county commissioners
said they areworried about the cost.

Mrs. Linner came to last Tuesday’s
commissionmeetingwith planfor remod-
eling her officefor better work flow and
better customer service.

Shehad drawingsshowing how thebig
steel front counter would be moved out
and aless formal customer service area

alongwithahandicapped accessibledesk
wouldbeset up. Theofficewouldinclude
an area for her assistants, a space for a
copier and asmall private office for the
treasurer.

The money, she said, would come out
of capital outlay fundsthat areearmarked
for thetreasurer’ soffice.

Mrs. Linner had two bids. Onewasfor
$10,300 for Steelcase furniture from
Eakes Office Supply of McCook and
Kearney. Theother isfor $8,000for Hon

furniture from End Zonein Norton. The
steel-case furnitureis heavier and better
built, shesaid.

County Clerk Robert Wyatt said the
furniture in his officeisHon and he is
happy withit.

Mrs. Linner said therewould bean ad-
ditional expense to have Nex-Tech
movewiringin her office.

“1 really think that customerswould be
better served (withthenew setup),” Mrs.
Linner said.

Commissioners John Miller pointed
out that thisis an election year and the
county has had a lot of unexpected ex-
penses. Hesaid hedidn’t think thiswase
goodtimeto beredoing any officesinthe
courthouse whether there was money in
capital outlay or not.

Whilethe commissionersdidn’t actu-
alyturnMrs. Linner down, they asked her
tohold off onany remodeling projectsfor
awhile.

(Continued on Page 5)



the Norton-Oberlin basketball games.

matches. Earlier in the month Pam Foley and her fellow players kept spirits up at

— Telegram photo by Cynthia Haynes

County puts office update on hold

(Continued from Page 1)

“We may need everything we
havejusttomakeit thoughthenext
few years,” Mr. Miller said.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

« Talked to acting Ambulance
Director Andy Nielsen and Ruth
Shillig about a possible grant to
build a new emergency medical
office and ambulance barn. The
county must apply for any federal
or state grants by Oct. 1 or go
through another exhaustive sur-
vey of low to medium income

Board hears
workshop
reports

By KRISTEN BRANDS

The Northern Valley School
Board heard presentationsby two
teachersat itsmeeting Feb. 9.

Junior High English Instructor
Staci Montgomery reviewed the
Accelerated Reader testing pro-
gram and reported new ways the
studentscan present book reports.
Mrs. Montgomery has just at-
tended a workshop at Fort Hays
State University on the subject.

Sixthgradeteacher Lynette Ar-
cher reported that her students
havebeenworking onpaper dolls
of themselves called “flat stu-
dents’. She and her class have
mailed theflat studentsto people
all over thecountry, and had heard
back fromlotsof people. Theclass
has received photographs, pic-
tures and information about sev-
eral states. The class is making
scrapbooks of this project.

Almena City Clerk Twila
Ingram asked the board to pass a
Mitigation 20/20 Resolution
whichwouldallowthecity theuse
of school facilities intheevent of
adisaster.

Theboardalsoagreedtorequire
studentstomeet certain standards
before enrolling for advanced
placement classes.

In other business, the board:

e Heard from Superintendent
Bill Lowry that Aimee McClain
has been hired as a paraprofes-
sional inthe high school. He also
outlined theGrant Writing Work-
shop that heisattending.

* Approved Monday and Tues-
day, March15and 16, asvacation
daysfor Mr. Lowry.

« Looked at thisyear’ shalances
compared to last year's figures.
Theboard a so heard thestatuson
the employee health insurance.

* Learned that a $1,000 grant
was awarded to the junior high
whenMr. Vallinattended awork-
shop on health curriculum.

*Heardfrom LonnieBrungardt
on forensics scheduling.

familiesinthe county.

e Heard that Emergency Pre-
paredness Director Alvin Mapes
would like to hold atornado drill
at theend of March and that there
will beaweather spottersclasson
March1latthelibrary conference
room.

e Told Mr. Mapes he needs to
hold a meeting with stock raisers
in the county to help them know
what they haveto doto preparein
case thereis an animal die off to
comply with stateemergency pre-
parednessrules.

» Decided to raise what the
county weed department charges
thestatefor sprayingfrom$31.50/
hour to $40/hour because of the
increaseincostsinchemicals, fuel
and wages. Reggie Beckman,
county weed supervisor, said that
his people spend about 40 hoursa
year spraying bindweed and some
Johnson grassfor the state.

» Held a 20-minute closed ses-
sionwith Sheriff Troy Thomsonto
discussthecity-county agreement
ondispatch services.

Tuesday, February 24, 2004
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City increases pay for some

By VERONICA MONIER

Some Norton city employees
will get asmall raise for the first
timeinmorethan ayear.

At last Tuesday’s city council
meeting the council membersap-
proveda5 percent pay increasefor
salaried positions, whichhavenot
been adjusted since 2002.

Most city employees received
raises over the past two years.

Employeesreceiving raises:

* The city attorney goes from
$72510 $761.25.

 Court clerk from $325 to
$341.25.

» Municipal judgefrom $550to
$577.50.

» Thecity prosecutor from$450,
$472.50.

* Firechief from $420 to $441.

¢ Assistant fire chief from $210

t0 $220.50.

* Fire treasurer from $35 to
$36.75

* Mayor and council members
from $200 to $210.

* City treasurer from $300 to
$315annually.

Councilman Jerry Hawks said
that the Public Safety Committee
has recommended araise for the
animal control officer. The job
pays $350 plusa$150 vehicleal-
lowance per month. The commit-
tee recommended an increase to
$450 plusthe vehicle allowance.

Councilman Ron Briery asked
what the justification for the pay
increase was.

“My problem is that with this
raise, she'll make more than the
firechief,” hesaid.“We veraised
thesalary substantially fromwhat

itusedtobe.”

Mayor David Corns agreed,
saying the fire chief is a highly
skilled individual with many
people under him and is respon-
sible for keeping lives and prop-
erty safe.

Councilman George Jonessaid
theanimal control officerisdoing
morework thanthepreviousoffic-
ershavedoneand will havemore
work to do with the new pound.

Councilwoman Harriett Gill
said the animal control officer
spends about 100 hours a month
working.

The recommendation was sent
back to committee so moreinfor-
mation could be gathered about
thenumber of hoursbeingworked
and the additional duties being
performed.

Parts, manuals to help pay off loan

(Continued from Page 1)

will be sold back to General Mo-
torsat cost. The parts and manu-
alsover threeyearsold will have
tobesold at auction.

“Wemay get thefull priceof our
loan back,” she said. “Part of the
agreement isthat the city will go
after Michael McLaughlinfor any
money thatisstill owed ontheloan
after the parts and manuals have
been sold.”

She said that Scheetz should
sign the agreement soon, but
needed thecouncil’ sapproval and
authorization to sign the agree-
ment. Thecouncil agreedwiththe
resolution.

In other business, the council:

* Held apublic meeting to dis-
cuss sewer treatment plant im-
provements and upgrades..
Thaniel Monaco of Miller and
Associates, whichisworkingwith
the city on plans to build a new
treatment plant, was at the meet-
ing to answer questions. The city
hasreceived adraft agreement for
thestateRevolvingLoanFund. He
said theinterest rate for February
is2.79 percent and that the state
doesn’t foresee the rate going
downinMarch. Sincetheplanthas

Cars (2) Door

Cars (4) Door

Vans

G

2001 Audi TTI80HP --- Heated seats, loaded
1999 Pontiac Grand Am --- All Power, Spoiler, CD, Loaded
1996 Mitsubishi Eclipse --- All Power, Spoiler, Sunroof
1991 Honda Prelude --- All Power, Sunroof, Spoiler

2003 Chrysler Sebring --- Loaded, All Power, 14,409 Mi.
2003 Chevy Malibu --- V-6, Factory Warranty, 5,774 Mi.
2003 Mitsubishi Galantes --- 13,000 Mi., Factory Warranty, CD, All Power, Auto
2001 Pontiac Grand Am --- All Power, Spoiler, Loaded
1999 Nissan Sentra --- All Power, CD, Auto

HAYSI K3

801 YimE

$22,800
$6,800

$5,800

11 IN STOCK TO CHOOSE FROM

2002 Toyota Camry LE --- All Power, Spoiler, CD, Factory Warranty
2003 Toyota Corolla LE --- All Power, Spoiler, CD, Loaded, 12,708 Mi.
2002 Olds Alero --- Spoiler, All Power, CD, Loaded, Factory Warranty, 7,026 Mi. ------- $11,800

$3,700

$14,800
$13,300

$11,800
$10,800

$9,400

$6,800
$3,800

26 MORE TO CHOOSE FROM

2004 Chrysler Town &Country --- 2nd Row Quads, Rear Air, Loaded, 9,090 Mi.
2003 Dodge Grand Caravan SE --- (2) Child Seats, Rear Air, Loaded, Loaded, 2,817 Mi.,

$20,800

Factory Warranty

SUV’'s

Trucks

www.or der buy.net

2002 Dodge 3/4 Ton Cargo Van --- White, 23,533 Mi.
2000 Pontiac Montana --- Loaded, Loaded, 2nd Row Quads, Rear Air ------------------ $10,800

2002 Chevy Trailblazer --- Loaded, Loaded
2000 Chevy Suburban LT --- 4x4, 2nd Row Quads

1998 Jeep Cherokee --- 4x4, 43,503 M.

1998 Isuzu Amigo --- 4x4, 53,214 Mi.
1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee -- 4 Door, 6 Cyl., 4x4

1998 Dodge 3500 Ram --- 4WD, Quad Cab, Dually

1995 Chevrolet K2500 -- 4WD, Long Bed

1989 Chevrolet 1500 --- Silverado, 350 auto

$18,600
$12,800

1998 Pontiac Transport --- (4) Door, Rear Air, All Power, V-6 $4,800
11 MORE TO CHOOSE FROM
2000 Chevy Suburban --- Leather, Loaded, 26,898 Mi. $26,800
2000 Chevy Suburban --- Leather, Loaded, 55,450 M. $23,800
200! Ford Expedition --- Loaded Loaded, Perfect, 29,012 Mi. $22,800
$15,800
$15,800
1998 Chevy Blazer LT --- 4x4, Leather, Sun Roof, 66,419 Mi. $9,800
$6,800
$6,600
$5,800
27 MORE TO CHOOSE FROM
2003 Dodge Ram 1500 --- 4WD, Long bed, Hemi, 13,000 Mi. $19,600
$16,800
2003 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado --- Short Bed, Factory Warranty, 18,000 Mi. --------- $15,400
2000 Ford F150 XLT --- 4 Door, 48,000 Mi., All Power $13,800
2000 Dodge Dakota SLT --- Ext. Cab, Auto, V-6, 38,000 Mi. $11,800
1997 GMC 1500 --- 350 Vortec V8, Reg. Cab, Long Bed, Like New $9,600
2001 Dodge 1500 RAM --- 2WD, Reg. Cab, 23,000 Mi. $9,400
NI NSy o —— $6,800
1996 Ford F-150 --- V-6, Reg. Cab, Short Bed, Chrome Railes $5,800
$3,800

43 TRUCKS TO CHOOSE FROM

Over 125 to choose from and many units under factory warranty

www.ottleyautoplex.com

been reviewed and approved by
thestate, thecity canclosetheloan
and lock intheinterest rate.

Constructionof thenew facility
is planned for the spring of 2005
and would take about 11 months
to complete.

*Heardfrom Councilman Jerry
Hawks that there has been some
confusionastowhoissupposedto
removesnow around postal neigh-
borhood mail boxes. He said the
post officeisresponsible, and that
thosepeoplewho havecomplaints
need to contact them.

e LearnedfromMr.. Hawksthat
thecounty wantsto makechanges
totheinterlocal airport agreement
andwill bringthoseissuesback to
council inthe near future.

* Allowed Don and Paula Bolt
to have a practice race on March

13 at 3 p.m., which would allow
racers a chance to fine-tune their
carsandgetfamiliar withthetrack
beforethe March 14 race. No ad-
mission will be charged and no
prizemoney awarded. Proof of i-
ability insurancewill berequired.

« L earnedthat volunteer fireman
Elmer Howell isplanningtoretire.
He has been with the department
for morethan 31 years.

* Askedthat aseparatelineitem
beset upinthebudget for therace
track expenditures.

e Heard that Jay Holste callec
Mr. Hawkstotell himthat money
isbeingraisedfor therepair of the
tennis courts. Councilwoman
Elaine Mann said it shows good
faiththat they havestartedraising
money.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE
AWARENESS TRAINING

The Regional Prevention Center of Northwest
Kansas invites the public to Kansas Baseline
Training on March 9 and 10, at the

Norton Library Community Room.
Baseline is a program created to increase the awareness of the im-
pact of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs on the individual, the fam-
ily and the community. Baseline is a tool that assists communities in
prevention efforts. The two days training is a fun and learning expe-
rience for all who participate. Manuals will be available at no charge
to you for your ease in understanding the training concepts. (12 CEU’s
are available). The training will begin on Tuesday, March 9 and run
Wednesday, March 10. Registration will take place at 8:30 a.m. with
the training beginning at 9 a.m. and dismissing at 3:30 p.m. Pre-
Registration is required since a maximum of 24 participants is al-
lowed, deadline for pre-registration is March 7. There is no fee for
the training, snacks and lunch will be provided. This training will be
sponsored by the Norton County Council on Alcohol and Other Drugs
and Juvenile Justice Authority.
For more information or to pre-register please contact the

Regional Prevention Center at 785-625-5521 or 1-800-757-2180.

Reminder

Land Auction
Monday, March 1, 2004

10 a.m. CT
Graham Co. Courthouse, 410 Pomeroy, Hill City, KS

960 Acres Graham County, KS Grassland

Offering good grassland with live water running through
complete pasture, with extra strong set of corrals.

All of Section 17-9-23

and the N 1/2 of Section 20-9-23
For more information, contact:

Delbert Walt, Seller
254-823-6969 or 817-832-5564 (mobile)

Norton County Forecast for Feb 24" —Mar 1%

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon
Qo O QU @ W AW O
42/21 50/25 58/28 56/30 40/23 43/22 48/28
Normal High 49 Sunrise 7:12 to 7:21am
Normal Low 22 Sunset 6:25 to 6:32pm

Temperatures will be in the 40’s and 50’s this week with
precipitation chances staying south in Oklahoma and
Texas. Our next storm system tracks through sometime
between Friday night and Saturday night with a chance
for rain or snow depending on arrival time. Weekend
high temperatures will be around 40 and lows 20-25
degrees. The days are getting longer and average daily
temperatures are climbing. It won’t be long and severe
weather possibilities will return to the forecast.

www.decisionweather.com
“Call 1-866-SKY-EYES for Weather by Phone”
Copyright © 2004 Decision Weather, Inc.




