Children need
to live their own lives

Parents have always lived vicariously through their kids.

Since the days of Noah, when one neighborhood kid said to the
other, “I'll race ’ya to the ark,” parents have been boasting about
how smart, fast, strong or beautiful their child is compared to your
child.

In recent years, though, this competition thing seems to have
moved to a whole new level. A few years ago, we had the “Texas
Cheerleader Murder.” The mother of a cheerleader “wannabe”
thought she could better her daughter’s chances of making the
cheerleading squad if some of the competition was eliminated, so
she arranged for the killing of one of the candidates. | think she got
15 years to life.

Then there was the father who attacked and killed hiskid’s hockey
coach for not giving the boy enough playing time.

Granted, those are extreme cases, but you can see that it’s not a
big step for some overzealous, hormone-heated parent to cross over
that fine line between excited spectator and blood-in-the-eye fa-
natic.

You know who they are in your hometown: The parent who goes
nuts atagame, hollering and yelling at his kid to, “Get the ball. Get
the ball. Get the ball.” And all the kid wants to do is be able to run
down the court without falling down in front of his friends. He
doesn’treally want the ball because then he knows he’ll hear, “Shoot
the ball. Shoot the ball. Shoot the ball.”

They are probably the same parents who make that kid re-play
the game over and over in the car on the way home, pointing out
every mistake he made in not being aggressive enough, not shoot-
ing enough or scoring enough. Pretty soon the kid says, “Enoughiis
enough. | can’t ever be good enough. | quit.”

Then the parents say, “l won’t let you quit. You said you wanted
to play...and by God, you’re going to play. | won’t have a quitterin
this house.”

When this scenario gets rewound, though, it probably started
more like, “Isigned you up for Little League today. Youwant to play,
don’tyou?”

We can’t blame it on the coaches. A coach’s job depends on his
win-loss record. He’s going to push as hard as he gets pushed.

Gone are the days when little boys and girls just played a game
for fun. Now they are being groomed from the age of 6 to win full-
ride scholarships with an eye on turning pro.

Forget how unrealistic a goal that is. Consider the thousands and
thousands of high school and college athletes competing for the
few scholarships available. Then consider that in any given year,
there are only a few hundred professional athlete slots to be filled.
That’s a lot of disappointed people who are going to turn around
and push their kids to accomplish the things they weren’t able to.

Not every child is capable of “A” level work. But if he is a “C” stu-
dent and does “B” level work, then he is definitely doing his best.
Let’stry telling our kids, “Great job. Good game. You did your best.
I’m proud of you.”

We’ve got to quit pushing our kids so hard to be the best. Do their
best, sure. They don’t necessarily have to be the best. There is a dif-
ference. — Carolyn Plotts
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I USED TO KNOW
HOW TO GET THERE.

|1

‘Bored’ was not tolerated at home

here was one word not acknow-

ledged in my home when | was

growing up. Of course, those of
youwho know my schoolteacher mother
know therewere others of thefour-letter
variety not allowed, but thiswas of adif-
ferent nature.

Thewordwas"bored”. If youwereever
so inclined to say you were bored, you
immediately faced two interpretations,
you were tired and needed a nap, which
whenyouareachildissynonymouswith
the death sentence, or you were lacking
insomeway and needed direction.

Addle-brainedisthephrasethat comes
to mind, although I’'m not sureit isthe
politically correct one, but it is descrip-
tive.

In my mother’ smind this had nothing
to dowithintelligence. Not at all. It had
everything to do with your ability to be
creative, imaginative and innovative.

And you know those things your par-
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ents did and you say you will never du-
plicatewhenyouareaparent?\Well, guess
what?

| taught my children the same thing.
And so it was, with some amusement, |
overheard one of my childreninforming
their spouse, boredom was a sign of an
unimaginative mind. And how | agree.

| listened with some sadness recently
when | overheard avery gifted, talented
womanlament thefact therewasnothing
in Norton for her children, ages5 and 7,
todointhesummerif they couldn’t swim.
| was stunned.

Whatever happened to “ pretend”. The
blanket draped over thepicnictablefor a
tent. Paper towel tubesfor tel escopes, toi-
let paper rollsbanded together for binocu-
lars, awagon for a boat, or digging to
China. Arethere no more treesto climb
or neighborhood paradesto plan?

Childhood iswhen welearn how to be
adultsand “pretend” isal apart of that.
Most of usrecall our favorite childhooo
memories,.

They arenot usually big eventsbut the
little happenings of everyday life. Too
much structure eliminates the possibili-
tiesof creativeplay.

Balance, of al life hasto offer, isthe
key.

Maybewehavejust becometoo sophis-
ticated for our owngood. Maybewehave
schooled, lessoned and gifted (meaning
giving of things) our youngstersinto un-
imaginativelives. What asadness. What
aloss.

Territory disputes causing harm

Inalmost every community in Kansas,
local law enforcement agencies, emer-
gency medical services, firedepartments,
the highway patrol, the Department of
Transportation, city and county road de-
partments, publichealth, and public utili-
tiesall communicate by radio on differ-
ent frequencies.

For themost part, unitsinthefield lack
the ability to communicate with each
other. Not only dothey operateondiffer-
ent frequencies but in most cases they
refuseto share space onthetowers.

Wehaveabunch of fiefdomsthat tend
toactlikeakingwithamoat surrounding
his castle. The pleafor years wasfor all
of these groups to share their resources
because the citizens just want a coordi-
nated responsein times of emergency.

From 1992 through June2002, theK an-
sas Department of Transportation con-
structed 76 towers at acost of $36.5 mil-
lionto providean800 M hz radio commu-
nications system for the highway patrol
and highway workers. In1996, additional
radio equipment to assist emergency
medical services personnel was added.
Twoyearsago, legidationwaspassed that
required the department to allow a Na-
tional Oceanicand Atmospheric Admin-
istration weather warning transmitter on
oneof the76towersbut Gov. Bill Graves
vetoed thebill.

Oneof thebenefitssincethetragedy of

TotheEditor:

News items involving the Norton
County Commissionersover thelast few
weekswouldlead onetobelievetheKan-
sas Department of Health and Environ-
ment isan exampleof bad governmentin
action. It soundsasif the commissioners
feel the department is abandoning com-
mon sense on the trash issue with their
new costly regulations.

Thiscomesinstark contrasttothecom-
missioners actions concerning Norton
County livestock producers. Their 2002
resol utiontoimplement morestrict guide-
lineson Norton County livestock opera-
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Sept. 11isthat thereisan awakening that
wehavetowork together duringanemer-
gency. Excuseslikeanadditional antenna
might cause the tower to collapse during
astormareprovingtobehollow rhetoric.
A structural integrity test can be con-
firmedby cal culating of theloadingonthe
tower. Similarly, concerns about radio
interference from multiple users on the
same tower can be controlled and cor-
rected. Concerns about site security and
access can be controlled with locks and
individual fencing.

Barriers that were erected by bureau-
cracies, turf battles that were impen-
etrable with common sense and any leg-
islative or citizen-based cajoling, which
only increased the hostility, are starting
toease. Itisrefreshingtoseeawillingness
to work together for the common good.
Voice, data, and Global Positioning Sys-
tem information has to flow among all
emergency Service agencies because an
effective and efficient emergency re-
sponserequirescoordination, communi-

tions than those enforced by the state
health department is a prime example of
thebad government about whichthey are
complaining. Norton County commis-
sionershaveeffectively put meand other
livestock producersinthe areaat acom-
petitivedisadvantagewith thoseasclose
asDecatur, Phillipsand Graham counties.
State health department regulations on
livestock facilitiesareal ready considered
some of the most strict in the nation and
are designed to protect water quality for
usall.

In the next few weeks, the Kansas Su-
premeCourtwill decidewhether environ-

cation and sharing of information.

Canweactually shareour resourcesand
provide a coordinated emergency re-
sponsetoday?Well, weareseeing awill-
ingness to work together that has never
existed before. Thisweek, in the Senate
UtilitiesCommittee, whichl amchairmar
of, the secretary of transportation pre-
sented her vision of a communications
network that included opening accessto
tower spacefor other public safety agen-
ciesand private companies; and creating
afundfromfeesfortower rental —topro-
vide grants and loans to local and state
agencies to buy 800 Mhz radio equip-
ment, and generate money to maintain,
support and enhance existing communi-
cationsservices. Following her presenta-
tion we heard enthusiastic support from
representatives of just about every pub-
lic safety organization in our state.

It iswonderful witnessing the barriers
being broken down and seeing awilling-
ness to work together. Maybe this can
serveasan exampleof how agenciescan
cooperate and actually work together.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonthisor
any issue. | can be reached by writing to
Sen. StanClark, State Capitol-Room 449-
N, Topeka, Kan. 66612; calling (800)
432-3924 or (785) 296-7399; by fax a
(800) 457-9064; or by e-mail at sclark-
@ink.org.

ERTO THEEDITOR:

mental law isamatter of statewide con-
cern or should be regulated on a patch-
work, county-by-county basis.

So on one hand, the commissioners
think the state health department is too
strict, specifically inthecaseof trash. On
the other hand, they don’t seeit as strict
enough on livestock operations. They
want more flexible regulations in their
case, and more strict guidelines when it
comestothecomplianceof livestock op-
erations.

Asalivestock producer, | certainly un-
derstand their point on thetrashissue.

Robert Clydesdale, Edmond



