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Outdated law
should be scrapped

It’s popular to make fun of old or outdated laws, like those
requiring horsemen to yield the right of way on city streets, or
banning members of certain groups from spending the night in

town.

You have to wonder, then, why we still have a criminal defama-
tion statue in Kansas, which likes to consider itself an enlightened

state.

A Kansas law (KSA 21-4004) makes it a Class A misdemeanor to
“‘communicate to a person orally, in writing, or by any other
means, information, knowing the information to be false and
with actual malice, tending to expose another living person to
public hatred, contempt or ridicule; tending to deprive such
person of the benefits of public confidence and social accep-
tance; or tending to degrade and vilify the memory of one who is
dead and to scandalize or provoke surviving relatives and

friends.”

And that might seem fairly ordinary, unless you realize that 32

states have done away with libel

or defamation as a crime. Most

experts see these out-of-date laws as an affront to the First
Amendment right of free speech.

Doing away with criminal libel

laws doesn’t mean that people

can say or print anything they want. We still have laws allowing
civil action for libel, or untrue publications.

People, especially “private persons,” those who are not in the
public eye or public officials, can and do sue if they think they
have been wronged by a newspaper, television station, Internet

site or pamphlet.

Because people can protect their name in court, and collect
damages if necessary, there is no justification for maintaining

criminal sanctions for libel.

Criminal libel law winds up being used by people who cannot
collect damages in civil court and should not be able to bully

those who criticize them.

In Colorado, a student who published an on-line “blog” poking
fun at the university administration wound up having his com-
puter seized by the police. He had been turned in by a professor

who was often the butt of his po

inted satire.

In Kansas, city officials and a publisher were the targets of the
most recent criminal libel charges. Though the case was thrown
out of court, itillustrated why this law is so obnoxious to the First

Amendment.

In this country, no public official should be allowed to have his
critics booked and thrown into jail, no matter how briefly. That
does not jibe with our ideals of free speech and free and open

political debate.

Nor should any publisher — Internet, newspaper, magazine —
have to explain his political opinions to a criminal court. No voter
should be called on to justify an opinion on a public official,
whether it’s the college president, the mayor or the town clerk.

Our freedom is founded on the idea that ideas are sacred and
the principle that each of us is entitled to form his own and, more
importantly, speak them without fear of retribution.

In Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, after all, anyone could have an opin-
ion. And be shot or tortured for espousing it.

If we have learned anything after more than 200 years under

our precious Bill of Rights, it is th
will not hurt us.
Let’s outlaw criminal libel.

at free speech and open debate

— Steve Haynes
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Congressman on tour of Big First

| havereached thehalfway point of my
annual “BigFirst” Listening Tour, allow-
ing me to meet with Kansansin all 69
counties in the First Congressional Dis-
trict. Holding thetour at the beginning of
theyear givesmetheopportunity tolearn
first-hand theissuesimportant to Kansans
andto develop my prioritiesfor the 2004
Congressional session.

Much of what | have heard on the tour
thisyear issimilar to years past.

Across Kansas, people are concerned
about the high costs of health care and
prescriptiondrugs, theability tokeep our
main street businesses open, supporting
our military and veterans, theneedtoim-
prove educational opportunities for our
youthand providingthetool sfor our fam-
ily farmersto stay in business.

In December, thefirst U.S. case of Bo-
vine Spongiform Encephal opathy (BSE)
was confirmed in aCanadian dairy cow.
Many Kansanshaveexpressedtheir con-
cernsabout what thiswill dotothecattle
industry.

| havesharedtheseconcernswithmem-
bersof theHouse A gricultureCommittee
and U.S. Department of Agriculture. |
planto participatein Congressional hear-
ingson BSE andtheeffectsof Department
of Agriculture’s new animal processing
regulations. We must be certain that the
response was appropriate and that every
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measureisbeing takento help theindus-
try recover.

AsChairmanof theHouseAgriculture
Subcommittee on General Farm Com-
modities and Risk Management, | will
a sobeworkingtoimproverisk manage-
menttool savailabletofarmersandranch-
ersinthenew year. Multi-year lossescon-
tinueto beaproblem especially withthe
continuing drought.

Improvingtheaccessand affordability
of health care continuesto be one of my
highest priorities. Last year, Congress
passed a sweeping change to Medicare,
whichwill havelong-term consequences.
We must also continue to improve the
delivery of health care servicesin rural
areas and continue efforts to lower the
overall cost of prescription drugs.

Last fall, I co-sponsored the federal
highway hill, which will authorize fund-
ing for highways, public transportation
programs and safety initiatives for the
next six years. In Kansas, thishill would

invest morethan $2.7 billionintranspor-
tation programs and is estimated to cre-
ate47,500jobs. Asamember of theHouse
Transportation Committee, my goal isto
see that Kansas receives adequate fund-
ing for our transportation infrastructure.

During Memorial Day 2004, veterans
from Kansas and across the country will
gather in Washingtonto dedi catethenew
World War || Memoria onthe National
Mall. Atthededication, wewill recognize
thecontributionsthat veteranshavemade
to protect thisnation and to preserve our
freedoms.

Thiswill d sobeatimefor ustoremem-
ber the promises we made to those who
answered the call to serve. As veterans
fulfilledtheir commitmenttoour country,
wemust fulfill our commitment to them.
Thisyear, as amember of the Veterans
Affairs Committee, | will continue to
work to see that health care for veterans
meetstheir needs.

AsKansans, weenjoy auniquequality
of life—onethat isworthfightingtopre-
serve. Withhalf of thetour yettogo, | ook
forwardtovisitingwithyouwhen| amin
your community. It isan honor to serve
you in Congress, and | ook forward tc
working withyouin 2004.

CongressmanMoranwill beinNorton
fromnoon-1p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, at the
American Legion.

Act of kindness is long remembered

It was a cold, dark, icy morning, but,
nevertheless, thegoal wastogetto Town
and Country. Her day was planned and
likethe postal employees, rain, snow, or
sleet would not stop her. Thisproud lady
was not about to cancel her day due to
Mother Nature.

So she gently backed her car out of the
garage and onto the icy street. The car
begantodlipandnoamount of maneuver-
ing could right this car inching its way
sidewaysdownthehill. A car oniceislike
acar withamind of itsown.

A simple act of kindness was about to
beborn. Asthisdetermined lady contin-
uedtotry toright thewrongtonoavail, a
quiet strength arrived.

“May | helpyou?’ thesoft voiceasked.

Our driver, not wanting to impose, in-
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quired, “Will you be late someplace?’

“Just a dance lesson. Not a problem.
Let'sseewhat | cando.”

And with that she took the wheel and
began the intricate and skillful moves
neededto get thebig car whereit belongs
and the determined woman on her way.

Itdidn’ttakelong, but longenoughthat

theyoung lady would missher lesson.

But her attitudewas— “youneed help,
| amhere, let’ sseewhat wecan do.”

Shenever oncemadethe older womar
feel incapableof handlingthesituationor
of being abother.

Soon the car was headed in the right
direction. The older woman behind the
wheel. And both women on their way.

A great aspect of small town lifeisthe
interaction we have with many genera-
tions. | think this gives a welcome and
deserved respect for each individual .

Andsotheawardthisweek for “ Person
of Kindness’ given by Claudia Bridges
goestothequietlady whostoppedtohelp.
Congratulationsto Jenny Braun. and to
al thoseinthecommunity who offer their
help.

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:

TotheEditor,

| have been reading alot in The Tele-
gram about the Norton County commis-
sionersandtheproblemwiththelandfill.

Inause-it-once-and-throw-it-away so-
ciety, such aswe have become, landfills
are an ever increasing problem because
they fill up quickly andweneedtofinda
new one. It occursto methat afew gen-
erationsback, wedidn’t seemto havethat
much of aproblem; “dump grounds’, as
they werecalled, lasted for years.

Of course, afew generationsback there
wasn’'t the tremendous amount of pack-
aging and over packaging that we have
now.

Take cookies for example. Cookies
usedto comeinbulk and thestore person
would put whatever you wanted in a
brown paper bag. After the cookieswere

eaten, the brown paper bag was used for
other thingslike packing the kids school
lunchesor any one of several uses.

Now, cookies come in packages that
have dividers of all designs and several
different material sto separateeach cookie
or small groups of cookies from each
other. Thisisthen shoved into aplastic,
Mylar or light cardboard box and sealed
shut. Thecookiesareeaten and the pack-
aging getstossed, much of it non-biode-
gradable. (Ever get the feeling you're
buyingalot of packagefor cookieprices?)

Go through the grocery store and in
every aideyou’ Il findthesamething: over
packaged items that have more packag-
ing than food.

No, wecan't go back, but wecantry to
seetoit that thisexcessive packaging gets
another turnor two. Of course, | am speak-

ing of recycling. Weall know that alumi-
num, plastic, paper, cardboard, glassand
other itemscanberecycled. Sowhy don't
wedoit?

If wedid, all that would hit thelandfill
wouldbeodditemslikesteel cans, potatc
peelings, half eaten apples and the
whatizzitsfromcleaning thefridge. Even
thepotato peelings, applesandwhatizzits
could becomposted for lawnand garden.

What would it take to get agood recy-
cling program going? Or dowehaveone
and| just missedlearningaboutit?Being
new to thecommunity, | haveyet to hear
of such aprogram. At any rate, it would
seem that a good recycling program
would go along way to easing the land-
fill problem.

Sincerely,
JuneProut, Norton



