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Blue Jays defeat Trego 47-39 to win league tournament

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’s No. 3
seeded Norton Community High
School boysbasketball teammade
it six straight on Saturday evening
when they defeated No. 1 seeded
Trego Community High School of
WakK eeney 47-39 to once again
winthechampionshipof theMid-
Continent L eague Tournament.

Thetournament final sand semi-
finalson Friday and Saturday were
played in Gross Memorial Coli-
seumin Hays.

TheNorton boyshavenow won
nine tournament championships
inthe57 yearsthetournament has
beenheld, second only toHill City
with 12 titles.

Nortonistheonly teamto have
won more than three straight
championships. Stockton won
threein arow from 1966 to 1968.
Downs, athoughnolonger atour-
ney competitor, wonthreeinarow
from 1948 to 1950.

TheBlueJaysmetatoughTrego
opponent on Saturday evening,
onethey had defeated by just 41-
40inleagueplay aweek before. It
was a hard fought contest and
Nortondidnot pull away until late
inthegameby hittingfreethrows.
In fact, free throws made the dif-
ference in the game as the Blue
Jayswent to theline 26 timesand
hit 15for 58 percent accuracy and
the Golden Eagles shot just eight
charities and hit four for 50 per-
cent.

Norton held aslight 14-13 |ead
after thefirst quarter. Senior cen-
ter Jered Sloan, who led the Jays
with 16 points in the game, hit
threekey basketsand afreethrow
in the first period. Junior guards
Kyle Kats and Aaron Overlease
each buried three-point shotsand
junior center Ryan Maddy hit a
freethrow.

Nortonscoredjust ninepointsin
the second quarter but held the
Golden Eaglesto just seven. Se-
nior forward Dan Roeder hit two
basketsfor the Jaysin the second
period, Maddy hittwofreethrows
and Kats drained another shot
frombeyondthearcwithjust eight
seconds showing on the clock to
put Norton on top 23-20 at half-
time.

The third quarter was evenly
played with Norton outscoring
Trego 12-11 to take a 35-31 lead
into the final stanza. Maddy and
Sloan did all the scoring for
Norton in the period. Maddy hit
two field goals and three free
throws and Sloan connected on
two field goals and one charity.

WithNortonleading by just four
points to start the fourth quarter,
Roeder gave the Blue Jays some
much needed breathing room and
ashot of momentum by swishing
ashot from beyond the arc to ex-
tendtheNortonleadto38-31with
7:061eft. WadeK napp, a6’ 8” jun-
ior center, led Tregowith 19 points
inthegame. Hehit afreethrow for
Trego at the 5:31 mark but Sloan
scoredfor Nortonwith4:401eftto
make it 40-32. Each team scored

seven points the rest of the way.
Knapphit histwofinal fieldgoals,
sophomoreTyler Ummel hitabas-
ket and sophomore Casey
Crossland hit a free throw for
Trego.

All seven of Norton’s final
points were at the charity stripe.
Katshit threecharities, Sloantwo
and Maddy two.

Sloan hit 6 of 10 shotsfromthe
field for 60 percent accuracy and
was4 of 7fromthelinefor 57 per-
cent. Katswassecond high scorer
with 11 pointson 2 of 5trey tries
for 40 percent accuracy and 5 of 6
charitiesfor 83 percent.

Scoring 10 points for the Jays
wasMaddy on2of 9fromthefield
for 22 percent and 6 of 9 free
throwsfor 67 percent.

“Ourdefenseplayedreally well
the entire game,” said Coach
Reusink. “Our offense was not
ever intheflow of thingstheway
| liketoseeit but Tregohasagood
team.”

Norton hit 4 of 13 three-point
attempts for 31 percent, 10 of 25
two-point shotsfor 40 percent and
14 of 38 overall for 37 percent.

Tregohitjust 1 of 6frombeyond
the arc for 17 percent, 16 of 37
two-point triesfor 43 percent and
17 of 43for 40 percent overall.

Both teams battled hard for the
rebounds. Norton held a 26-25
edge. The Blue Jays pulled down
6 offensive and 20 defensive re-
bounds and the Golden Eagles
grabbed 7 offensiveand 18 defen-
sive caroms.

Sloan was dominant on the
boards as he pulled down 11 re-
bounds. Hewasfollowed by Kats,
Roeder, Overlease, Maddy and
Vincent, 3 each.

Norton had a season high 10
blocked shots. Sloan had 6 rejec-
tions, followed by Roeder, 2;
Overlease and Maddy, 1 each.

TheBlueJayshad9stedls. Kats,
Overlease, Maddy and Sloan had
2 eachand Vincent had 1.

Katsand Overlease each had 1
assist.

Norton had 11 turnovers while
the efficient Blue Jay defense
caused Tregoto turntheball over
20times.

Special events

In aceremony at center court
prior to the game, Coach Larry
FriendwasinductedintotheKan-
sas State High School Activities
AssociationHall of Fame. Making
theannouncement and plaguepre-
sentation was Gary Musselman,
executive director of the
KSHSAA.

At halftime, the combined
Norton Community High School
Dance Team and Cheerleaders
presented an impressive perfor-
mance. They are under the direc-
tion of Jenny Braun and Joslyn
Henson, respectively.

Next action

The 9-1 Norton Blue Jay boys
will play a non-league game at
Goodland today. Both girls and
boysgameswill beplayed, begin-
ning at 5 p.m. Central Time.

Norton boys47

Kats025-6 11, Roeder 21 0-2
7,0verlease010-23,Maddy 20
6-910, Sloan604-7 16, Totals10
415-2647

Trego boys39

Locke410-011, Ummel 200-
04, D. Pfannenstiel 00 0-1 0,
Crossland 1 0 1-2 3,
Aschenbrenner 100-02, Totals16
14-839

Defeated Plainville
in Semi-finals

CoachReusink’sBlueJay boys
had another good nightinFriday’s
tournament semi-finalswhenthey
defeated No. 2 seed Plainville 66-
36.

It took Norton awhile to break
away fromtheCardinalsbut, once
they did, they breezedtoa30-point
victory. The Blue Jaysheld just a
15-13 lead with one minute re-
maininginthefirst quarter but se-
nior center Jered Sloanwasfouled
in the act of shooting and hit one
free throw. He missed the second
but senior forward Dan Roeder
reboundedthemissed shot and put
the ball up for two points at the
buzzer to put Nortonontop 18-13
after one period.

Roeder had his best scoring
night of the season. He drained
four two-point shotsin the first
quarter and ended the game with
18 points. Junior center Ryan
Maddy added two basketstoget a
start onan 18 point effort. Norton
outscored Plainville 12-8 in the
second periodtotakea30-21 half-
time advantage. Maddy added
three more baskets in the second
period.

The Blue Jays came out of the
locker room fired up and jumped
onthe Cardinasearly inthethird
period. Junior guard Aaron Over-
|ease drained a three-point shot
just 35 seconds into the second
half. Sloan hit two jumpersin the
lane and Maddy hit a free throw
and jumper and sophomorecenter
Heath Vincent hit twofreethrows
to extend Norton's lead to 41-23
with 3:271eft. Roeder finished the
third quarter with a three-point
basket at the 2:10 mark, a two-
point basket and then another trey
with 1:28 | eft. After the20-7 third
stanza, Norton led 50-28.

The Blue Jays outscored the
Cardinals 12-2 in the first five
minutes of the final quarter as
Maddy hit two more baskets and
afree throw, Sloan connected on
twocharities, senior forward Jared
Foley buriedathree-point shotand
Vincent hit two morefreethrows.
Beforethefinal gun, Foley hittwo
freethrowsand Vincent hit abas-
ket to makethefinal 66-36.

“We played consistent defense
al night but our offensewasalittle
tentativethefirsthalf,” said Coach
Reusink. “Wewereplaying not to
|ose and passing up shot opportu-
nities.

“Inthesecond half, our offense
wasokay butwe' restill turningthe
ball over too much.

“Maddy and Sloan have been
our offensivethreatssoitwasgood

Auto Service Repair
Problem Solved!

Complete Computer Diagnosis

CAREFUL ATTENTION SETS
OUR SERVICE SHOP
APART FROM OTHERS
~Tune-ups ~Air Conditioner
~Brakes ~Exhaust System
~Shocks ~Radiator Repair

WALTER

MOTOR COMPANY
NORTON—1-800-479-3112 (877-3112)

Construction

OVERLEASE
CONSTRUCTION

£ 785-877-2115

% 410 South Street
ek, Remodeling +Additions Custom Cabinets

Call Greg Overlease for all your carpentry needs

Bulletin Board

Business and Professional Directory

Your Guide to Services Available in Northwest Kansas

Auto Glass Repair
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AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
Frank and Pauline Kaiser-Owners

P.O. Box 93
Long Island, KS 67447

888-247-5153

CALL MOBILE,
WE COME TO YOU

Insurance usually waives deductible on repairs

Hot Opportunity

Wouldn’t Your Ad Look Great Here???
Call Carol or Barbara

877-3361

Good Investment

Wouldn’t
Your Ad
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Here—Call
877-3361

CALL ..

Spaces Always
Available:

1”” per month — $42.50
2”” per month — $76.50
3” — per month — $103.50

Give Your Business the Attention it Deserves!!
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toseeRoeder stepupand hit some
shots.”

Roeder and Maddy finished
with 18 points each and Sloan hit
11 and al three hit 67 percent of
their shots. Roeder swished 2 of 4
fromlongrangefor 50 percentand
6 of 8 from two-point land for 75
percent and was 8 of 12 overall.

Maddy was 8 of 12 from the
floor and hit 2 of 5 freethrowsfor
40 percent.

Sloan swished 4 of 6 shots and
was3of 5fromthelinefor 60 per-
cent.

Leading scorer for Plainville
was sophomore guard Justin
Casey with 10.

Asateam, Norton hit 5 of 13
frombeyondthearcfor 39 percent,
200f 36two-point triesfor 56 per-
cent and 25 of 49 overall for 51

percent.

Plainville connected on 1 of 7
trey triesfor 14 percent, 14 of 39
two-point shotsfor 36 percent and
15 of 46 overall for 33 percent.

Fromthefreethrow line, Norton
connected on 11 of 16 for 69 per-
cent comparedto5of 8for 63 per-
cent by Plainville.

Nortonouthorsedthe Cardinals
31-21 ontheboards. The Jayshad
10offensiveand 21 defensivecar-
oms compared to 6 offensive and
15defensiveboardsfor Plainville.

The Blue Jays blocked seven
shots. Vincentledwith4, followed
by Maddy, 2 and Sloan, 1.

Nortonhad 10steals. KyleKats
was the leader with 5 thefts, fol-
lowed by Maddy, 2; CharlieFoley,
Overleaseand Sloan, 1 each.

TheBlueJayshad 15 offensive
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assists, led by Katswith 5andfol-
lowed by Charlie Foley, Over-
lease, Sloan, 3 each and Vincent,
1

Norton had 14 turnovers and
Plainville lost the ball 20 times
against the aggressive Blue Jay
defense.
GAME STATISTICS:
Norton boys 66
C.Foley000-10,J Foley01
2-25,Roeder 620-018, Overlease
120-08,Maddy 802-518, Sloan
403-511, Vincent 1 04-4 6. To-
tals20511-17 66.

Plainville boys 36

Casey 402-410,Dix100-02,
Frederking010-03,Klein301-2
7,McDowell 102-24, Lynch 1C
0-02, Gosser 100-02, Joel Hrabe
100-0 2, Josh Hrabe 1 0 0-0 2,
Morris100-02. Totals1415-8 36.
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Norton’s junior point guard Kyle Kats (above) steals the ball from Trego and dribbles
down court during the Blue Jays’ 47-39 victory over the Golden Eagles to win the
Mid-Continent League Tournament on Saturday evening in Hays.

— Photo by Dick Boyd

Go, Norton Blue Jays!
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Wrestling
Tues., Jan. 27

Norton Blue Jays
VERSUS

Hays and Kearney
Hays High Gym in Hays
Begins 4 P.M. with
Hays/Kearney Dual

Saturday, January 31

Beginnning at 10 A.M.
Mid-Continent League

Wrestling Tournament
High School in Stockton

Basketball
Tues., Jan. 27
Beginning at 5 p.m.
Norton Blue Jays
vVersus
Goodland Cowboys

Max Jones Fieldhouse, Goodland

Friday, January 30
Norton Blue Jays vs
Victoria Knights
5 P.M., NCHS Memorial Gym
Tuesday, February 3
Norton vs Smith Center
4 P.M., NCHS Gym, Norton

SUPPORT THESE BLUE JAY BOOSTERS...
THEY ARE EAGER TO SERVE YOU!

ACCOUNTING: Zwickle’'s Accounting
ALUMINUM EXTRUSION:

New Age Industrial Corp. Inc.
ATTORNEYS: Worden Law Office
AUTOMOTIVE-SALES, SERVICE & ACCESSORIES:
City Motors Inc. and Walter Motor Company

BANKS:

First State Bank; First Security Bank; the Bank
DRUG STORES: Moffet Drug Store
FEED, SEED, GRAIN, PRODUCE:
Norton County Co-op Association
NEWSPAPERS: Norton Telegram




