Federal Court of AppealsJudge Deanell Tachatalks about
Kansas’ history at the Kansas Day Celebrationin Jennings
Sunday afternoon. Judge Tachasaid Jan. 29 isthe 150th

anniversary of Kansas becoming a territory.
— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

Area school board
amends dress code

By KRISTEN BRANDS

The Northern Valley School
Board didn’t skirt theissue when
it came to discussing new dress
codepoliciesduringtheir monthly
meeting held on Jan. 17.

The members voted to amend
the dress code to say that “ skirts
shall beaslong asthelongest fin-
gertip when hands are hanging
normally at sides,” intheschool’s
handbook. The new policy will
become effective immediately,
andwill beenforced during school
hours and any other time an indi-
vidual isrepresenting the school.

Principal Dwight Vallin an-
nounced the winners of the spell-
ing bee. They were: first place
Stanton Nelson, second place
Kelsey Kinderknecht, and third
place Hannah Ponstein.

Superintendent Bill Lowry an-
nounced several January datesin-
cludinganin-serviceday held Jan.
19, beginningat 9a.m. intheband
room. Board members were in-
vited to attend the meeting in or-
der to hear concerns regarding
health insurance. Mr. Lowry also
encouragedtheboardtoattendthe
home basketball game on Jan. 30
inorder toberecognized. January
is“Board Recognition Month.”

The Junior High will play bas-
ketball with White Rock at 2 p.m.
onJan. 28. TheG.N.E.C. Tourna-
ment will begin Jan. 31.

In other business, the board:

* Heard apresentation given by
high school instructor Jason
Dibble involving inductive rea-
soning and problem solving.

» Approved a personal day for
high school teacher Chuck
Fessenden the day preceding
spring break.

* Suggested an open date be
scheduled in December next year
so that if the Christmas program
hadtoberescheduled, therewould
bean availablenight.

« L earnedthat applicationswere
being acceptedfor anew para-pro-
fessional position. Interviews
would be conducted soon.

e Gave input on problems re-
gardingtheTransportation\Waiver
whichwasimplementedthisyear.
Assistant Principal Lonnie
Brungardt said hewill beworking
on this as well as the basketball
scheduled for next year.
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Judge speaks about 150th anniversary

By VERONICA MONIER

Thebirthday celebration began
early in Jennings as the Czech
Memorial Museum and the Heri-
tageAssociatesof Jenningshelda
Kansas Day Celebration Sunday
afternoon.

Federal Appellate Judge
Deanell Reece Tacha, whowasthe
guest speaker, saidthat Jan. 29was
not only the birthday for Kansas,
but was the 150th anniversary of
Kansas becoming aterritory.

She said the Kansas Territorial
Sesquicentennial Commission,
whichshechairs, hassetintoplace
several projectsto commemorate
the event. For the first and prob-
ably last time in Kansas history,
theKansas/NebraskaAct of 1854
will leave Washington's archives
tobeondisplay inTopekafor three
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months.

The committee hasalso imple-
mented programs which will
hopefully last throughfuturegen-
erations, she said. In April, the
commission will be giving away
diseaseand drought resistant trees
toschoolsand other organizations,
and will be selling them at $5
apiecetoall thosewhowant them.
They will also betrying out anew
middleschool curriculumonKan-
sashistory, whichwill include an
interactive DV D on Kansas his-
tory which will hopefully give a
special feelingof prideandaddan
extradimension of understanding
about the devel opment of Kansas
anditspeople.

Judge Tacha said that Kansas'
history wasextremely recentinthe
great scheme of things. Kansas

wasthecauldroninwhichthecivil
war was born. She said after the
Kansas/NebraskaA ct waspassed,
Kansaswascalled BleedingKan-
sas because of the many skir-
mishes fought between those
people who were against slavery
and those who werefor it.

“Hadtheanti-d avery peoplenot
prevailed,” shesaid, “wewouldbe
avery different state and country
today. Kansashasaproud history,
but alsoasad history becauseof all
of theNativeAmericanswhowere
displaced so our ancestors could
own their land. Our history gives
us the opportunity to look at our
future and makeit better.”

She said the commission
wanted peopletofocusontheland
and people, and the future of ev-
eryoneandnotjusttheindividual .
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“Kansans need to be proud of
whothey areandwherethey came
from,” shesaid.

Also during the celebration,
children from the grade school
performed and sophomore Elise
Kinser read apoemwritten by her
grandmother.

Lila Jennings gave a progress
report on the Czech Memorial
Museum. She said the walkway
wascompleteandtheir projects—
cemetery booksand areanewspa-
pers going back to the late 1800s
— weregoing well.

“I"'m really proud of our com-
munity and all of thehelp that has
been given to usto get this mu-
seum going,” shesaid.

Shethanked everyonefor their
timeand donations.

Eisenhower Elementary is no exception when it comes to celebrating Kansas’ birthday as their front bulletin board

shows.
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By DORIS MIZELL

Esther Tweed visited Velva
McClainon Jan. 12.

Doris Mizell’s daughter and
grandson Patty and Jared Foster,
Jenningsvisited Wednesday after-
noon. Jared was getting ready to
return to K-State for the second
semester.

Sunday Kay Wassinger, Hays
visited Velva McClain. She took
her tolunch at the Chineserestau-
rant. Then on Monday her daugh-
ter-in-law Audrey McClain, Clay
Center visited her.

Doris Mizell attended United
M ethodist Womenat thechurchin
Clayton Friday afternoon.

Area company provides jobs to many

(Continued from Page 1)
Telephone had only three ex-
changes, which is the jargon the
company uses to describe their
service territories, the company
hasgreatly expandeditsbusiness.
In 1951, their three exchanges
wereEdmond, Damar, and L ogan.

As smaller phone companies
went out of business, Rural Tele-
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phone bought those companies’
territories. Inadditiontotheorigi-
nal three exchanges, Lenora,
Morland, Pal co, Selden, Rexford,
Zurich, Jennings, Natoma,
Victoria, Olmitz, Galatia, Collyer,
Agra, Kensington, Athol,
Gaylord, Woodston, Alton, Prai-
rieView, Grainfield, Gove, Long
Island, Woodruff, Hill City,
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Quinter, and WaK eeney are the
communities that make up Rural
Telephone' s serviceterritory.

Nex-Tech provides service to
Norton, Almena, Hays, Osborne,
Portis, and other western Kansas
locations such as Stockton,
Oakley and Smith Centertoname
afew.

By DARLENE McEWEN

A few daysbefore Christmas, |
had apagefromtheoffice. Itwas
Coni Park, the Andbe Home Ad-
ministrator, saying that Ray
Hoover had beento her officeand
wantedtogoshoppingfor agiftfor
hisdaughter. | wastouchedthat he
wanted to purchase apackage but
at the same time wondered how |
was going to manage to take Ray
shopping and still get all that
needed to be completed accom-
plished before Christmas There
were packagesto open and letters
toread. The bird cage needed to
be cleaned and therewere several
specia activities that needed my
help. In other words, | wasdrag-
ging! Ontheother hand, | hatedto
missany kind of shopping adven-
tureevenif itwaswithamanwho
was one hundred two years old!
Immediately questions began to
float aroundmy head. Thingslike
what would hewant to buy, where
would hewant to shop and did he
havemoney all driftedthroughmy
brain.

My mind recalled memories of
Ray fromthemany yearsof living
inNorton. | remember theacresof
peonies and gladiolus he grew in
thesouthwest part of town. | knew

hewasatal ented bluerock shooter
andoftenwenttothose* bigcities”’

for shooting sports. | saw through-
out Norton the work he did by
painting homesand busi nessesfor
others. Butl did notknow hewas
afamily manuntil | met hisdaugh-
ter and grandchildren when he
entered the Andbe Home. They
livein Texasbut they shouldwrite
abook about being supportivefor
nursing home resident at a dis-
tance. Thereareletters, packages,

phone calls and concern for Ray
from them all year. They hold a
birthday bash for Ray every year
onhisbirthday. Itincludesaparty,
anoutingtothelocal bingogames
and mealsat local cafes.

Ray and | took theAndbeHome
Van for the shopping trip down-
town. Hetucked hismoneyinhis
pocket andtold mehewantedtogo
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daughter.

CNA, CMA, LPN
and RN

Seeking an Innovative
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— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts
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30 day money back guarantee

Call 877.4.CEBRIDGE today!
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With Cebridge Connections®” you’re always in on the action. Choose from:

adventure // romance // education // local news, weather and sports
movies // mystery // children’s programming // and more!

All from a company that’ll be there when you need us. a Cebrldge
SM

So if you want a little more action out of your TV, call
Cebridge Connections to start your adventure — now!

connections
Power your imagination.

Get Expanded Basic Cable installed for only $9.95.

On Time Guarantee (we're on time or the installation is FREE)

Ask about our
$1 High Speed

Cable Internet
Special!

© Copyright 2004 Cebridge Connections.




