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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

By Jerry Cummings, Pastor of Living Hope
Fellowship in Norton
In Philippians 3:13-14 we read, “Brethren, | do not count
myself to have apprehended (arrived); but one thing | do, for-
getting those things which are behind and reaching forward to

those things which are

realizing the purposesand possibilitiesfor our futurein God, we

must position oursel veswith our backsto the past and reaching

forwhat liesahead. Inorder todothis, sometimestherearethings
to be dealt with from our past. There may be the need for being
forgivenandforgiving others, or being healed and set freeof some

thingsfromthepast. But

goal, for the prize of the
upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.”

Aswe begin this new
year it isatime of look-
ingforwardtowhat may
lie ahead in the coming
year. In this verse in
Philippians, Paul talks
about the priority of the
future over the past. He
especially emphasizes
reaching forward (fu-
ture) to reach that des-
tiny which God has
calledusinto. Inorderto
reach the possibilities
God hasfor us, the past
must be put behind us.
Thisis hard sometimes
because the past is so
certain and our future
seemssouncertain. But
the flipside is this: the
past can never be
changed, butthefutureis
full of possibilities for
change.

The past however,
does have at least a
couple of important as-
pects. First, thepast must
be remembered in the
sense of learning from
past mistakes. Also the
pastisimportantinterms
of remembering how

ahead. | presstowardthe I

themselves.

provide.

n many cities nationwide,
there exist havens for the
hungry...shelters
providing nourishing meals
for those, who for various
reasons, are unable to nourish

Those who receive the gift
of a meal at a shelter may
have recently been more than
self-sufficient. Life is not
always fair. Ultimately, are
we not all kindred souls, in
search of the meaning and
manna to strengthen us as we
travel unpredictable paths?

Then how wonderful there
is another haven...a shelter
for hungry spirits where all
are welcomed and
encouraged! God has
promised us in Matthew 5:6,
“Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied.” As the New Year
begins, visit our Father’s
sanctuary and experience the
sustenance only He can

A Haven for
the Hungry

having donethis, itisvi-
tal that we learn not to
livein reaction to the
past, but in reaching out
for God's call forward.
Asapart of thiswemust
learn not tojudgethefu-
tureby thepast. Godisa
God who does new
things, and goes beyond
what we could ask or
think. Furthermore, we
cannot goforwardtothe
prize if we are wasting
our energy on longing
for thethingsof thepast.
Paul did not look back
either to his failures or
successes. Doing either
of these might jeopar-
dizeattainingtothedes-
tiny of Godfor on€'slife.

According to this
scripture, our direction
must alwaysbeforward.
Paul not only forgot the
past, but he “pressed”
into the great purposes
of God for his life.
“Pressing” means that
our directionisforward
no matter what. These
wordsfromscriptureare
SO appropriate at this
time of reflection and
resolutions. Maybethis

God has been faithful, [“sunpay
and done great things. John
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing « Dozer Work ¢ Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile

Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton

877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Bridges Group LLP

“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

First State Bank

“Your Progressive Community Bank”

Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Wesco Enterprises Inc.
Transportation Specialists
Flats & Vans Covering 48 States
Route 1, Norton - 877-5891
1-800-552-8119

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks

—Sentinel Building Representative—

877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton Dairy Queen Brazier
Dinners - Burgers - Desserts
Hwy. 36 West * Norton, Kan.
785-877-2571

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Northwest Diesel Repair
Bruce Chambersand Tim Graham
E. Hwy. 36 - Norton, Kan.
785-877-2102

Farm Bureau Insurance
David L. Browne 111
Agency Manager
205 N. Kansas - Norton , Kan.
785-877-3221

Mortensen Computer Services
Repair * Train * Help * Consult
418 1/2 E. Holme * 874-4844
Call or e-mail for a FREE estimate

Shawn Mortensen, Owner
http://www.mortensencomputerservices.com
mortensen@ruraltel.net

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat.9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme « 874-4974

Norton New, Used

and Vintage Furniture
“Your Hometown Furniture Store”
Just off KQNK Road East
877-2818 ¢ Gary Lockhart, Owner

Town & Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet & Evening Specials
Party & Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
Cindy McMullen, Owner & Staff
Hwy 36 E. « 877-3511 « Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme « Norton  877-2411
Oberlin 785-475-3808 » 1-800-953-3808

Mark R. Olson, D.V.M.  Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Sarah Ketterl-White, D.V.M.
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

By VELMA HOLTZE

Manuel Ruf was asurgical pa-
tientat Kearney last week. Hehad
double bi-pass surgery on
Wednesday.

Mary Palmer and Colleen
Ballou were called to Lincoln
Christmasmorning becauseof the
condition of their father, Leon
O'Brein. They returned home on
Sunday as his condition is some
improved.

Ilene Ruf was admitted to the
Cambridge hospital on Wednes-
day and moved to the Cambridge
Manor on Saturday.

Several from this community
attended Christmas Eve services
at oneof the Cambridge churches
on Wednesday evening.

Christmas day dinner guests of
Dean and Margaret Brown were
Bob and Deanna Propes, Scott
Propes, KristinaFelker andAnita
Propes, McCook; Daryl, Melody
and Brittany Brown, Ryon and
Samantha Jones, Addison and
Braden, Cambridge; L ukeBrown,
Kearney; Gary, Karen and Alicia
Brown, Nick Brown, Wilsonville;
andBenandMandy Brownof Lin-
coln, Neb.

Going to the home of Margene
Holtze in Cambridge for dinner
were her mother, Velma Holtze,
her sister, Ivalene Simmons and
James of Oshkosh and her broth-
ers, Jim, Becky and Janene and
Kenneth and CarlaHoltze.

Arlee and Sue Bethel spent the
day withtheir son, RickandKelly
Bethel and family.

Saturday was the day Jane
Ransdall andfamily andMikeand
Lori Unger of North Platte; Mr.
and Mrs. Steve tenBensel and
family, Minden; and EricandLeah
tenBensel and son, Cambridge,
gathered at their parents, Paul and
JoannetenBensel’shome.

Alsocelebrating on Saturday at
the Kenneth and Carla Holtze
homeweretheir children Rhonda,
LaVerne Banzhaaf, Kayla and
Krayton and Brad and Renee
Holtze, Josh and Drew of Cam-
bridge and Kendra and Russell
Hoagland, Travis and Jake of
Hastingsand VelmaHoltze.

Another dinner on Saturday was
at the Kendall and Virginia Rice
home when their children, Bart
and Sherri Rice and family of
Loomis, Steve and Peg Rice and
boys and Scott and Jan Rice and
Virginia's brother, Mr. and Mrs.
HowardHail of Fargo, N.D. gath-
ered for the day.

A pre-Christmas dinner on the
24thwasheld at thehomeof Brent
and Colleen Ballou. Attending
were the Brad Schwartz family,
Kearney; Lindsay Martin, Chi-
cago; Michael Martin, Indiana;
and M atthew M artin, Kansas, and
Adeline Ballou. The Martins had
arrived on Wednesday morning
and left for their father’shome at
Clay Center. on Christmas morn-
ing.

Justin and Jolene Miller and
family, Cambridge, Lyndzee
Claus, Arapahoeand BrianHoltze
spent Christmas evening at the
home of Jim, Becky and Janene
Holtze.

Harold and Pat Yost spent
Christmas in Fair Oaks, Calif.
They visitedwith Pat’ssuntAlice
Yoho, aunt Sally and Paul Burton,
anduncleWillisCullisonandwife
Bernie. Several of Pat’'s cousins
were present also. On Christmas
Eve she visited with a former
classmate from San Juan High
School, JoyaMcNeely. Following
Christmas her son Doug Shep-
herd, wife Shelly and grandchil-
dren Scott and Kelsey visited in
Wilsonville.

OnChristmasEve, Delbert and
Laurie Laws' daughter Shelly
Anderson with her husband Rick
and son Austin came for supper
and their Christmas get-together.
On Christmas day the Laws’
joined Dan and Mary Alice Cook
and Bob and ConnieHolliday for
ChristmasdinnerinMcCook. Af-
ter dinner the three couples gath-
eredintheLaws homefor an af-
ternoon of funandfellowship. On
Friday the Laws traveled to
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Elwoodtospendtheday withtheir
daughter and family. Shelly pre-
pared the turkey and all the trim-
mings.

Lisaand Marc Bauer, Ellieand
Will of Moorhead, Minn., arrived
at her parents, the Joe K assons, on
Dec. 21. Kurt and Kim Kasson,
Macy andMicab of Almena, Kan.,
joined them on Tuesday. Joining
the group on Tuesday evening
wereLarry andMary Alexander of
Cambridge, the Jerry Alexander
family and the Buck Salesfamily
of Bartley.

Christmas eve was special for
the family when Ellie Bauer was
baptized by her uncle Kirk
Kasson, minister atAlmena, at the
Baptist-Christian Church. Pater-
nal grandparents, Gene anc
Sharon Bauer, uncle Jeff and aunt
Jeneeand cousins, Blair and Katy
of Pleasantonand Kendall and Vir-
ginia Rice were also present. Af-
ter the reading of scripture Kurt
and Ellie, with guitar accompani-
ment, ledthegroupinsinging sev-
eral choruses. Ellie then sang
“Away in aManger” in Spanish.
After the baptism all enjoyed &
Soup Supper.

After enjoying Christmas day
together on Friday, theBauersl eft
for his parents at Pleasanton and
theKassonfamily returnedtotheir
home.

DeanandMargaret Brownwere
guestsat Boband DeannaPropes’
Christmas party on Dec. 20.

Dorothy Best, who formerly
lived in Longmont, Colo, many
years after leaving Wilsonville,
moved alittleover ayear agotoe
retirement homein Arizonato be
closetoher only daughter. Shehas
suffered a stroke earlier thisfall
affecting her right side. She s
showingimprovement and may be
able to return to her apartment
soon.

Georgia Seybold tells of her
graduation from collegelast May
and her husband, Dick, after al
these years of married life, is ad-
justing to having a career woman
for awife. Asfor their boys —
Dave, abattalioncommander, has
not been sent oversees yet and
Brian’s unit has been told to pre-
parefor duty in January.

Marlen and Beverly Lewisre-
portthearrival of their first grand-
son, Grant Matthew, on Sept.8.
Grant belongs to Judy who was
born while her daddy taught
school herein themid 60s.

LolaWycoff Nicholson Girill,
84, of Lebanon, Ore. hashad poor
health with several surgeriesthis
past year. She aso reportsthe ar-
rival of her 15th great-great-
grandchild as well as the golden
wedding anniversary celebration
of her daughter, Elaine and hus-
band. Elainewas one of thetwins
born in 1937 while Clifford anc
LolalivedinWilsonville.

From Rev. Don and Carol
Mortoncomeswordthat they have
moved hismother from Californie
toacarehomein Parachute, Colo.
wherethe Morton’slive. Carol is
still recovering from a broken
ankle, which shereceivedin Sep-
tember.

Waymon Lomax, 83, Washing-
ton, still very active including
many practices for Christmas
music for the church chair.

Deel ee and Odessa Treat are
now moved into their home at
Gothenburg. They had plannedtc
be in Omaha at their daughter,
Carlen€e’s, for the college gradua-
tionof Carlene' sdaughter on Dec.
19.

Weddings,
funerals,
engagements,
and births.
You'll find
itallin...
THE NORTON
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BOO-CFI-DRIVE www.clidrive.com



