New proposals
make sense

A couple of proposals ready to hit the Kansas Legislature make a

lot of sense.

One, by Rep. Brenda Landwehr of Wichita, would require a
public vote on any proposal to increase taxes or government fees.

Tagged as the “Kansas Taxpayers Bill of Rights,” it also would
attempt to limit growth in government spending.

Meanwhile, Rep. Patricia Lightner of Overland Park has submit-
ted a proposal requiring a two-thirds majority in the Legislature to
approve a tax increase rather than the 50 percent plus one now

needed.

Both women are conservative Republicans, and their measures
are proposed as constitutional amendments which require a two-
thirds majority in the Legislature, then a vote of the people, to

become law.

Presented that way, it’s not too likely that either will be passed
this year. Many in government are loath to give up the power to

tax and spend.

But limiting state and local spending does make sense. Rep.
Landwehr says she’s worried that government spending contin-
ues to outpace inflation, wages and salaries. In other words, state
government is growing faster than our paychecks.

Over the past 10 years, the state budget has grown 42 percent,
from $7.2 billion in 1995 to $10.2 billion this year. That is a huge
jump during a time that included a recession, drought and high

unemployment.

“Kansans have a right for government to live within its means,”

Rep. Landwehr says.
Imagine that.

Over the last three years, though, as the recession has squeezed
state revenues, spending has continued to grow, eating up all the
state’s reserves. Schools, welfare and other state programs cry for
more money, though there isn’t any, and pressure has been great

for a tax increase.

While taxpayers are looking for jobs and businesses are cutting
back, apparently, there are many who see no need for state and
local government to do likewise.

The fact is, right now, neither the state nor its taxpayers can
afford more spending. As the rest of us cut back, so should the

state.

That makes both of these proposals appealing. For the “Bill of
Rights,” we have no details yet, but requiring a vote on tax in-
crease should put a cap on government. People usually are will-
ing to tax themselves when they see a real need, but they don’t

often get the choice.

And requiring a “super majority” for tax increases in the Legisla-
ture should ensure that only the most necessary ever get through.

There will be no tax increase this year — it’s an election year,
after all — but next year the pressure will mount as schools,
special interests and the courts put pressure on the Legislature.

That’s when these measure might look real good.

— Steve Haynes
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Her love of books has lasted a lifetime

backs ready and waiting to be read
that | will probably not gettothisyear
or next.

Inmy younger days, | liked sciencefic-
tion. | had afriend with a collection of
Edgar Rice Burroughs Mars and Venus
books. Now old Edgar isrenownedfor his
Tarzanbooks, but hewasalsointoscience
fiction. He wrote dozens of books about
the people who live on Mars and Venus
and their adventures.

| was probably 9 or 10 when | washbor-
rowing these books. The boy | was get-
tingthemfromwasonly ayear or soolder
than me. Our fathers had been childhood
buddies and our parents went to dinner
and dancestogether. The boy, Rick, and
| weren't exactly pals, but wehad acom-
monbond, aloveof reading and atastefor
sciencefiction.

Rick was alarge boy and eventually
played lineman on his high school foot-
ball team, but in grade school and junior
high therewas no football in those days,
so hegot alot of teasing.

Someoneteased him about liking girls
and havingagirlfriend becausel wasover
at hishouse so much.

Hereplied that hedidn’t like girlsand
that the person over at hishousewasjust
Cynthia. | liked that answer because he
wasjust Rick, the guy with all the great

I lovetoread. | have dozensof paper
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books.

After flings with romances and west-
erns, | went back to science fiction and
read mostly that well into college. About
the time | graduated and got married, |
discovered fantasy. | collected alot of
“TheSwordandtheSorceress’ booksand
became a fan of Mercedes Lackey and
other fantasy writers.

Then somewhere along the way, |
started reading mysteries, specifically
historical mysteries or mysteries set in
interesting places, such asthe Southwest.

Now | read tales of medieval England
by Margaret Frazer, KateSedley and Ellis
Peters, Peter Tremayne’ sbooksof ancient
Ireland, Laren Haney’s and Lynda
Robinson’ s books of ancient Egypt and,
of course, Tony Hillerman’ sNavajonov-
es.

Butlately it hastakenmeforever toget
through a book. | started reading “ The
Golden One’ by Elizabeth Petersin Au-
gust and just finished it last week. By the

time | was done with the book | had for-
gotten what thefirst part wasall about.

My problem — commuting.

| love working in Norton. It'sanice
place full of great people, as are all the
other towns |’ ve worked in, including
Oberlin, Colby, Goodland and St.
Francis. Still, the35-minutedrivetowork
and another one homeagain eatsinto my
sparetime. By thetimel gethomeandfix
supper and Steve gets in from his 90-
minutedrivefromGoodland, it’ susually
after 10 p.m. Wetry to take awalk and
then sort of collapse.

Sincel don’t get much chanceto read,
I’ ve been doing two things. First, I'm
spendingthetimel havereading newspa-
pers. Thisismy way of keeping up with
what’ shappening around hereand in the
world, sincel don’t watch television.

Thesecondthingisamarvel ousinven-
tioncalledbooksontape. | listentoabook
while driving. The libraries have been
expandingtheir audiobooksover thelast
few years, and I’'m working my way
through them.

If you passmy houseabout 9p.m. some
night and seemesitting motionlessin my
car in the driveway, there’s nothing
wrong. I’m just trying to find out who-
done-it becausemy driveended beforethe
story did.

Dryer woes make Christmas interesting

ast year my clothesdryer broke

the day after Christmas, this

year it broke two days before.
Next year | plan to have arepairman on
standby or anew dryer.

| gothomeabout 2:30p.m. andreceived
the happy news from my daughter who
was trying to get her things ready for a
week-longtrip.

| called arepairman and decided to go
to the clothesline. It was sunny, above
freezing and there was a slight wind, so
maybeit would work.

A bigger problem loomed, however.
We had two chenille throws that needed
to be finished for Christmas presents. A
critical stepisthat of washinganddrying
the blanketsto achieve soft fluffy rows.

Like Scarlett, I’d think about that to-
MOrrow.

| put abig load of wet laundry into a
basket of about the same vintage as my
dryer. The rim cracked in about four
places, making it sort of unstable. | don’t
dry outdoorsoften, especialy inthewin-
ter, because the line is on the northeast
side of the house andin the shade.

Still, 1 found the clothes pins and was
ready to go.

| plopped the basket ontheground, the
pinsbesideit andamost hadthelinefilled
— with the help of my dog and assorted
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cats— when | looked down.

How toput thisdelicately — it appeared
| needed a pooper-scooper.

“Guessl better becareful wherel step,”
| thought.

So | surveyed the landscape, Hmmm
better not stepthere, or there, | had found
thedog's loo. Yesthereit was, nothing
had escaped, not the laundry basket, the
clothespinsor my shoes. Y oumight think
alump of coal inyour stockingisbad, but
thiswasfar worse.

Then | realized, I’ m going to have to
takethe clothes off thisline, too. Well at
least | could throw the laundry basket
away.

Wedid another load or two of laundry.
Wedeckedthehallswithit, wehungiton
the mantle by the stockings, trust meit's
not the same. But, it was mostly dry by
morning.

My story does have ahappy ending.

When| camehomefor lunchon Christ-

mas Eve, | found my dryer was fixed.
Never mind kissing Santa Claus, | was
ready to kisstherepairman, my hero, Ri-
chard Rule.

Thethrowsgot washedanddried. They
werebeautiful.

The clotheslineis going to be moved
and weall had awonderful Christmas.

Hopeyoudid, too.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear ano
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymous etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



