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from our viewpoint...

Taxpayers control
IS the ballot box

Anytimetaxpayersdon’tlikewhat thelL egidatureor thegov-
ernor aredoing, they havetheright to“ throw therascalsout” at
the next election.

Thatistheultimate TaxpayersBill of Rights, anditisbuiltinto
the constitution and lawsat every level of government.

Today, though, thereis anew push led by the conservative
groupAmericansfor Prosperity to passaTaxpayer Bill of Rights
for Kansasin the next legidative session.

AlanCabb, statedirector for thelobbying group, hasbeentrav-
eingthestateto pumpup support for thislaw, whichwouldlimit
thegrowth of government and requirevotersto approveany tax
or spending increases over therate of inflation plus popul ation
growth.

He pointsto Colorado, which passed asimilar law by avote
of the peoplein 1992, claiming our western neighbor hasdone
well with theselimitsin place over thelast 13 years.

Actually, theColorado Taxpayer Bill of Rightscoveredall lev-
els of government from the state down to the smallest city. In
the past 10 years, many major citiesand counties have goneto
their votersto remove someof thelimitsof thelaw, andinmore
than two-third of thevotes, thelimits have been removed.

In the next two weeks, Colorado voters will be asked to re-
peal asection of thelaw and givethe state part of themoney that
it hasbeenrequiredtobereturned over the past yearsbecause of
thelimitsthelaw put on state spending.

Colorado’seconomy may beabit rosier than Kansas', but the
state has been facing the same red ink, and with the Taxpayers
Bill of Rights, it hasbeentoughto pay for school sand highways
inthe budget crunch.

With most of themgjor citiesand countiesreleased from the
limits, it appears that Colorado is doing well, and that the law
has been a success. If that were true, would the state Legisla
ture, thegovernor, theheadsof thelargest state universities, the
mayor of Denver and countless teacher and education groups
bepushing to havethevotersremove part of thelimitsimposed
by thelaw 13 yearsago.

Aswith the TaxpayersBill of Rights campaign beginning in
Kansas, there are claims and counter claims on both sides say-
ing the other sideisnot playing fair with thetruth.

Thegoalsof aTaxpayersBill of Rightsareto givethe people
the control over future state spending, and to require they be
asked before there is any increase in taxes or spending. That
soundsgood, but withalow rateof inflationandlow popul ation
growthinKansas, thelaw can cause more problemsthanit will
solve.

Theresultsin the upcoming Colorado election should bein-
structive. No matter what our neighboring state does, the ques-
tionwill beat theforefrontin Topekanext year. Asitisan elec-
tionyear, peoplerunning for state officewill faceanew litmus
test when they are asked if they support the Taxpayers Bill of
Rights.

Thebestway tolimitgovernment istokeepthepeopleweel ect
accountable. Putting into writing limitations based on outside
economic factorsisasking for morefinancial trouble.

It would be as good to ask the candidates if they understand
how to balance a check book rather than tie them to alaw that
will take away theincentiveto befiscally responsible.

—TomBetz

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association

Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com

w EESE S
20 05 QJ"
K%I.:_F- _‘T_ﬂ'- EFI '-'.l_':h_- L

B

Steve Haynes, President
Tom Betz, Editor
Erica Harlan, Copy Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Reporter
Greg Stover, Sports Editor
Advertising Coordinator
Mona Carver, Advertising Sales
Sheila Smith, Office Manager

Nor’west Press

Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight, Betty Morris,
Heather Merklin, Joshua Ford, Jerry Kirkpatrick, Lana Westfahl

2005

ASSOCIATI
MEMBLER

COLORADO

PRESS

SSOCIATION

L&
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(ntbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year’'sDay and ChristmasDay, at 1205 MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send addresschangesto TheGoodland Star-News, 1205
MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw-
kansas.com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkan-
sas.com

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesnoliability for mistakesor omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $24; six months, $42; 12 months, $76. Out of area, weekly mailing
of two issues: three months, $34; six months, $49; 12 months, $84. Mailed
individually each day: 12 months, $119. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

The Sherman THE S‘,’”M“‘N. county
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

MR PRESIDENT, IF
YOU'RE GOING TOPICK
A WOMAN WITHOUT ANY
JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE

WHO YOU'VE KNOWN
AR

\ 3

i

T}

& 1
RS

vl

TotheEditor:

Thedebatebetweenevolutionandintelligent |

designisacurrent subject of interest. Permit
meto add Christianity tothediscussion, since
all deal with the devel opment of life on earth.

Notall, but someevolutionistsinsist that the
theory isset in concreteand will not allow for
any other explanation for the birth and devel-
opment of life. Theory, by itsnature, isinthe
never-ending processof modification, change,
and correction, meaning that atheory canonly
be provenwrong.

The Scot skeptic philosopher DavidHume's
story of the swan has been used to make the
point: Hewrites, “1f weclaimthat all swansare
white, we can only proveit by examining all
swans past, present and future. If wefind one
black swan, wehaveproventhetheory wrong.”

Itisgenerally knownthat timeisthetest of a
theory. If itlastsalongtime, which sometheo-
riesdon’t, but which evolution has, thenit be-
comesmoreand moreaccepted asafact. How-
ever, thetruthisevolution can only be proven
aswrong.

Moreover, evolution is not afact. A fact in
Immanuel Kant’sdefinitionisapriori knowl-
edge, meaning knowledgethat isin place be-
fore experiment or sense experience, such as
thesunalwayssetsinthewest, or two plustwo
isalwaysfour. Evolutionis not afact, atruth
that existed a priori. Evolution is based on a
hypothesis devel oped into considerable evi-
denceof observed principlesthat haveformed
verifiable relationships with some degree of
credibility. We cannot deny the evolutionary
process before our eyes, but it isnot afact to
be considered astrue and ultimate.

Intelligent design, accordingtoitsadherents,
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from our
readers

® to the editor

isthetheory that thereisadesigninnaturethat
canleadtothepossibility of anintelligent de-
signer. They claim that lifeistoo complex to
have developed by evolution. Intelligent de-
sign allows the possibility of supernatural
power behind creation, which may not be or
may be Christian, Buddhist, Muslim or some
other power yet to bediscovered.

Some evolutionists don’t want intelligent
design taught in schools. Others say that evo-
[utionistsdon’t want the probability of God al-
lowedintoschools. Intelligent design support-
erssay it should betaught in schools, and have
convinced many, including President Bush.

Sowheredoesthisdebateleave usnon-sci-
entific typeswho can’t explain thedifference
between an atom and aradar blip?

It leaves us, who lack understanding of sci-
entific principles and language, wondering if
our ancestorscrawledout of theprimeval slime,
evolving into the monkey who later invented
the wheel and typewriter, or if we are subject
to some unknown force that has designed na-
turetoravageand destroy peopleand property.

Itisall too complex. Personally, | will go
back to the Bible, the Word become flesh in
Jesus Christ, who explainsto mewhy we hu-
mans behave the way we do and why nature
actstheway it doesintheol ogical and anthro-
pol ogical language meaning simplelanguage
revealing how God, the Creator, relatesto hu-
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Crtni should be part of evolution debate

mansand nature.

Evolution and intelligent design offers us
little hope for the future, at thispoint in time,
except moredebateand confusion. JesusChrist
offersreal down-to-earthlivinginthislife, and
afuturewith ashining goal.

Earl Martell

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

Bovineto beef isintracompetition.

Do ye wonder what the fruit sticker cost?
Consider — if them and animal | Dsfrom calf
togrill effortshad been usedtotagaliens, 9/11
might not have happened.

A cow hadtwins; onesoldasnursecalf, then
grower, weaner, feeder and feedlot, the other
stayed in herd 'till slaughter. Taxing any ani-
mal more than onceisunfair and unjust! En-
thusiasm plusavolunteered $1— doeth more
than $10 — seized and spent! The cheat-off
crowd’'s goal is check off with no proof of
profit. (Could theradio, television and news-
papersfainascheat-off crowdforcesell adsto
thee?) Thosewhotried exotic cattle, other in-
novationsrisked to make aprofit. The claims
expenses and choice of promotion. Of every-
oneinvolved in production, have aprior con-
stitutional right over the cheat-off crowd’s
monopoly. How havethey profited thee?

Hath anation changed their Godswhich are
yet noGods?But my peoplehavechangedtheir
glory for that which doth not profit. Jer. 2:11

Frank Sowers

Benkelman, Neb.

PS: If churchescannot levy duesor tax non-
members, arethe cheat-off crowd worth their
nefarious monarchy?

The real sin of Tom DelLay

The question is not whether Tom DelL ay is
guilty or not guilty of thespecific, bookkeeping
offensefor which he hasbeenindicted. That is
forthelawyersand theaccountantstofigureout.

What is crucial is DeLay managed to do
somethingthat isvery, very wrong and highly
injuriousto our democracy — to fix the elec-
tionsfor the House of Representatives, in ef-
fect to take the ball ot out of our hands.

Gerrymandering hasbeen with ussincethe
earliest daysof therepublic, when Massachu-
setts Gov. Elbridge Gerry drew alegidlative
districtthatlooked likeasalamandertoget his
allieselected, andthepressdubbeditaGerry-
mander. Delay carriedthisperniciouspractice
to new lows.

The lines drawn by the Texas L egislature
after the 2000 Census were not stacked to
DelL ay’s liking, so the House Republican
leader worked overtime to elect Republicans
tothestate L egislature so they could override
the map drawn in 2001 with new, even more
biaseddistrictlines. Histacticworkedandfive
Democrats were defeated in districts that
wouldn’t go Democratic even if Adolf Hitler
werethe GOP nominee.

Didheviolatetheletter of thelawintheways
he funnel ed money to Washington to execute
hisnefariousplot?1t dependsonthepapertrail.
Onehastobereally, realy stupidto get caught
in this era of porous campaign-finance laws.
If somebody was crazy enough to send an e-
mail specifying how much the Republican
National Committee PAC should givetoeach
Texasstatel egislativecandidate, they almost
deservewhat will happen.

dick _
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But thereprobably isnosuchtrail. Moneyis
fungible. Del_ay and hisminionsprobably or-
chestrated several corporate campaign contri-
butionswhichthenational Republican organi-
zation happenedto usefor clerical and admin-
istrative expenseswhich happenedtofreecer-
tain hard dollarswhich happenedto bedistrib-
uted wherethey would dothemost goodfor the
Texas GOPinthe coming state el ections.

Yet theresult of Del ay’s effortsisthat we
are losing our capacity to elect the House of
Representatives. Only 20 of the 435 districts
areinleast sense competitive.

In the reapportionments that followed the
2000 Census, thepalitical partiesinamost ev-
ery statecooperated to draw thedistrict linesto
minimizethenumber of incumbentswhowould
losetheir seats. Asaresult, thenumber of House
incumbents defeated in the post-Census elec-
tionshasreachedanall timelow. Intheelections
following the 1980 census, 42 House members
weredefeated. Inthose after the 1990 el ection,
39l osttheir seats. But after the2000 census, only
16 were defeated — half by other incumbents
drawn into the same districts as aresult of the
shrinkage of the state population.

Theresult of DelL ay’seffortsisthat control
of theHouse of Representativeshasnow been

predetermined and taken out of thehandsof the
voters. Nomatter what happensnationally, the
GOPwill control theHouseuntil the2010re-
apportionment.

Thismassivedisservicetodemocracy makes
amockery of callsfor increased voter turnout.
What is the point when the lines have been
drawninsuch away asto fix theresults?

DidDel ay violatethelaw insiphoning con-
tributionsto hisfavored candidates? M aybe—
but everybody doesit, anditsvery unlikely any
crimind actioncanbeproven. Awink andanod
isnot documentary evidence.

Does Del ay deserve to be indicted? No. In
virtually every state, campaign contributions
from corporations are scrubbed and laundered
through PACs and state or national party orga-
nizationssothey canreplaceharddollars, whict
arethen givento candidates.

But Tom Del ay stands guilty of a greater
offense, onenot punishableby theruleof law:
He has subverted American democracy. The
lower House of Congress, intended by the
framersof our Constitutionto bethebody that
best reflectstheebbsand flowsof publicopin-
ion, isnolonger really demaocratic.

Tom Del ay does not deserve to be indicted.
But heshould becondemned for failing to exer-
cisethat quality of restraint and deferenceto pub-
lic opinion that isthe hallmark of aleader in e
democratic society. He sublimated the needs of
democracy tothoseof partisanship. Hehasdone
hisbit to makeAmericaabananarepublic.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. E-mail him at dmredding
@aol.com

garfield

Bl1-01 SaNA Wl

©2005 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

www.garfield.con

91eaIPUAS 583U [esIsaun Ag panguisig

IF ®0O0 THINK I'M THROWING

IT BACK, YOU'RE NUTS!




