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Today
o Sunset, 7:44 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:41 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:45 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 53 degrees
« Humidity 39 percent
+ Sky partly cloudy
* Winds southeast 10 mph.
+ Barometer 30.05 inches
and falling
* Record High today 95° (1934)
* Record Low today 30° (1978)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 69°
Low Wednesday 36°

Precipitation 1.1
This month 1.1
Year to date 3.82
Normal 3.93

The Topside Forecast

Today: Partly cloudy with a 20
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms after noon, high
around 82, low near 48, winds
south southwest 13-30 mph. Sat-
urday: Partly cloudy and breezy,
highnear 76, lowaround 42, winds
west southwest 16-39 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: Partly cloudywitha 20
percent chance of showers, high
around 67, low around 41. Mon-
day: Partly cloudy, high near 70,
low near 43.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings compiled at midnight.

Noon
Wheat — $2.83 bushel
Posted county price — $2.94
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.70 bushel
Posted county price — $1.79
Loan deficiency pmt. — 16¢
Milo — $1.42 bushel
Soybeans — $5.49 bushel
Posted county price — $5.73
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.50 cwt.
NuSun — $10.50 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — Ask
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Cowboys
finish third

Senior Drew Wilkens
(right) finished third in the
100-meter high hurdles at
the Oberlin Invitational on
Tuesday. The Cowboys fin-
ished third in the meet, and
travel to Colby today for a
meet beginning at 2 p.m.
Story, photos on Page 10a.

Hail blankets city with white stuff
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Thousands of hail stones covered Armory Rd. in front of the National Weather Service office in Good-
land after a severe storm moved through town Wednesday. Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Hail, up to six inches of it, flat-
tenedwheat, put driversintheditch
andforced highway officialstosend
asnowplow out to clear K-27 north
of town Tuesday evening.

A sheriff’sdeputy tryingtogetto
awreck wound up stuck alongside
thehighway, but noonewashurt by
the sudden, unexpected storm.

Bucketsof hail upto quarter size
fell inaband amiletoamileand a
half wide.

Mick McGuire,ameteorologist at
theNationa Weather Serviceoffice
here, saidthehail camefromaniso-
lated thunderstorm that intensified
right over town.

He said the office had reports of
hail from dimeto quarter size.

Thefirstreport of quarter, or one-
inch hail, he said, camein at 6:55
p.m. The office put out a severe
thunderstormwarningfor Sherman
County after that. They did awarn-
ing for Wallace County afew min-
utes|ater.

McGuiresaidwithin 10 minutes,
the ground was covered with hail,
with the heaviest concentration
acrossthenortheast corner of Good-
land by the weather office.

“It was apretty narrow area,” he
added.

TheKansasDepartment of Trans-
portation, hesaid, reported 6inches
of hail north of townonK-27. They
called out asnow plow to clear the
highway.

Alex West with Alex’s Radiator

said he was called to an accident
about threemilesnorth of town. He
saidthefivetosixinchesof hail on
theroad caused acar todideintothe
ditch.

West saidwhen Sherman County
Undersheriff Roger Studer showed
up to help, hisvehicle slid off the
road, too.

“He pulled over to the side be-
cause abunch of trucks were com-
ing,” hesaid, adding the soft shoul -
deronK-27just pulledthepatrol car
intotheditch. “Hewastrying to get
over asfar ashecould.”

Studer had hisvehicle out by the
timeWest arrived, West said, but the
road wastill coveredin hail.

“Itwasdtill onthehighway pretty
heavy,” hesaid.

West wasca ledtoafew accidents
on |-70 after the storm. He said &
coupleof peopleneeded help out of
the ditch on the westbound side of
the Interstate near mile marker 20,
just east of town. No one was hurt
inany of the accidents.

Hesaid astretch of hail amiletc
amileand ahalf wasvisiblein the
fieldsalongI-70.

“ltwasbad,” hesaid. “ Youcould
seethewhole path. Thewheat was
lying down, too.”

McGuire said the weather office
hasn’t received any reportsof dam-
age except for the accidents and &
few tree branches. He said they
didn’tgetany reportsof hail outside
Sherman County, although the
warning continued for Wallace
County.

Funeral on hold for fallen Goodland soldier

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News
Funeral arrangements are on hold for a
Goodland National Guardsman killed Sun-
day in Iraqg, but mourners should fill Max
Jones Fieldhouse one day next week.
Specialist Derrick Joseph L utters, 24, died
when acar bomb was set off near Baghdad.
He was the third Kansas Guardsman killed

inthewar.

Thefamily said funeral detailswill be set
oncetheArmy isready torel easethebody af -
ter flyingithomefromIrag. They wereplan-
ning aservice Tuesday at thefieldhouse, but

must wait for theArmy.

desath.

Lutters

Callsandlettershavebeenpouringinatthe
homes of Lutters’ father, Chuck Lutters,
Goodland city public
works manager, and his
mother, Marion L utters,a
second-grade teacher in
Burlington.

Both
stunned by thenewsof his

Both parents said they
had talked to Derrick on
Saturday. Hismother said
he told her he was sorry he would miss
Mother’s Day on Sunday. Hisfather said he

towns were

mission.

could sense that his son was nervous about
thedangerouswork hewasdoing, but saidhe
was upbeat about serving his country.

The Kansas adjutant general’s office re-
ported Tuesday that Lutters, who lived in
Burlington, was killed south of Baghdad,
when asuicide bomber attacked the vehicle
hewasin. Lutterswasagunner inoneof three
vehiclesonabridgeand road reconnaissance

“Thedeath of any soldierisasadloss, but
especially when heisoneof your own,” said
Maj. Gen Tod Bunting. “The thoughts and
prayersof theentire KansasNational Guard
family go out to hisfamily.”

Thursday morning Gen. Bunting flew to
Goodlandtomeet withtheL uttersfamily and
convey hisfedlingspersonally about theloss
of their son.

An Associated PresssCNN web site re-
ported Wednesday that L utters was killed
when acar bomb detonated near hisvehicle
ashisunitwasinspectingabridgefor enemy
tampering along asupply routein Irag.

Lutters was a member of Detachment 1,

170" Maintenance Company, of Goodland,
and was assigned to the K ansas Guard 891°
Engineer Battalion asacrane operator.

See FUNERAL, Page 7a

Interim manager contract proposal requested

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Giving no clue who members
have in mind, the Goodland City
Commissionvoted Monday tohave
thecity manager ask apossiblecan-
didatetobehisreplacementtomake
aproposal.

City Manager Ron Pickman is
about threeweeksfrom retirement,
andthecommissionplanstohirean
interim executive to handlethejob
until anew manager ishired.

No details about the candidate
were discussed. At a special meet-
inglast Wednesday, thecommission
spent an hour inclosed session dis-
cussing the candidate.

Thecommissionwill hold aspe-

Park work
to begin in
next 14 days

City commissionersheard Mon-
day that contractsfor Pioneer Park
have been signed, and the work
could begin as soon as May 16,
when apre-construction meetingis
scheduled.

Darin Neufeld of Bierly, Evans,
Hutchison and Associates, project
engineer forthecity, saidall thecon-
tractshavebeen signed and contrac-
tor Mike Miller will be getting his
project bondsto do thework.

“He can begin assoon asthepre-
constructionmeetingisover,” Neu-
feldsaid. “1 know thedirt work guy
isready to go.”

City Manager Ron Pickman said
Millerisasking permissiontousea

See PARK, Page 7a

cia mesetingat 8a.m. onWednesday
to meet with representatives from
the Kansas L eague of Municipali-
tiesto review how the search for a
new city manager will beconducted.
After the closed session last
Wednesday, Mayor Rick Billinger
returned a form to the L eague of
Municipalitiesaskingtheorganiza-
tionto helpinthesearch.

Billinger said the commission
hopes to be able to appoint an in-
terim manager before Pickman
leaves.

“Wehopeto givethenew person
sometimetowork with Ron before
hislastday,” Billinger said. “Weare
planning aretirement reception for
May 26.”

In other business, the commis-
sion:

* Reviewed plansandread aproc-
lamation for the annual Arbor Day
ceremony to be held at 1:30 p.m.
Friday at Steever Park. Pickman
said thetimewas changed to allow
the stateforester to attend, and said
they had decided todedicatethetree
inDerrick Lutters' memory. L utters,
a National Guard member from
Goodland, and son of the city pub-
lic works director, was killed Sun-
day in Iragq. Dale Hayden isto be
honored at the ceremony for his12
years of service to the Shade Tree
Board.

* Approved appointment of Gary
Coonandreappointment of Christie

Rasuretothe Shade Tree Board for
three-year terms. Member Dale
Hayden had submitted aletter say-
ing he did not want to be reap-
pointed.

« Appointed Bonnie Selby, county
attorney, to fill the unexpired term
of Jerry Fairbanks on the Library
Board. Inaletter totheboard, Fair-
bankssaid hewasresigningbecause
hiswifehad beenelectedtotheCity
Commission, creating a potential
conflict of interest.

* Declined arequest from Asso-
ciated Pools to help pay $4,500 to
install avalve pit at Steever Water
Park.

“Itmakesalot of sense,” Pickman
said. “I’m not sure why it was not

designedthat way inthefirstplace.”

Darin Neufeld of Evans, Bierly,
Hutchisons and Associates, the in-
specting engineer on the mediation
repairs, saidthevalvepitwould make
it easier to drain and winterize the
youth pool, but that is was not re-
quired. Commissioner DaveDaniels
asked if the city employees had any
problems the way it was originally
done. Neufeld said thecrew haveal-
waysbeenabletodrainit.

The commissioners asked Neu-
feld to try to work with Associated
ona“common-sense’ approach, but
would not approve the $4,500 for
thevalvepit.

See CITY, Page 7a

Making room for new company

become stuck while loading a flatbed trailer. The crew, with help  Manufacturing Corp.

Members of a crew moving Aircraft Seal and Gasket equipment from Goodland’s public works department, was clearing the
out of the Wolak Building help push a forklift out of a hole afterit building Wednesday so it can be occupied by Adronics/Elrob

Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News




