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from our viewpoint...

Sunshine Week aim
open government

L ast week was SunshineWeek, dedi cated to opengovern-
ment.

It sanew national celebration, devoted totheideathat the
people need to know what their public servantsare doing.

Inademocracy, that should be asimple concept.

In Kansas, it drew support from the governor, legislative
|eaders, theattorney general and membersof Congress.And
it camejust acoupleof weeksafter theattorney general met
privately with members of the state Board of Education to
talk about evolution.

That illustratesthe problem: Often, officialsareafraid to
discuss public business out in the open. They may seek po-
litical advantage, or they’ reembarrassed by thetopic. Some-
times they claim they’ re protecting someone’s privacy, or
avoiding alawsuit.

Stateopen meetingsand openrecord lawshaveexceptions
to cover legitimate problems, but the reasons for secrecy
oftengobeyondthose. Official ssometimesdon’t understand
the peopl €' sright to know, or they just don’t care.

Kansashasgood laws, but still official stry tododgethem
when they think opennesswill hurt them. Sometimes, they
keep secrets just because they can. Clerks often put road-
blocksin the way of citizens seeking government records,
though thelaw may say they are open.

Ignorance of this right may be its worst enemy. Often
people go home without theinformation they need or want
about their government.

In acontinuing push for openness, the Kansas PressAs-
sociationformedacoalitionto put opengovernmentintothe
state Constitution, protecting the right to know for all time
and publicizingitsimportance.

Thisdrew broad support in Topeka, everywherefromthe
governor’s office to the Democratic and Republican lead-
ership, bothliberal and conservative. Thecoalitionhasbeen
hampered by the evolution meetings, however, and the
amendment hasn’t moved much.

Federal law ismuch weaker than states’. While Congress
generally meetsin open session, federal agencies cling to
secrecy. Citizensmay spend yearsand thousands of dollars
chasing public records.

In Washington, Sen. John Cornyn, aTexas conservative,
and Sen. Patrick Leahey, a Vermont liberal, have joined
forces to push a stronger Freedom of Information Act. It
wouldrestoremuchof what citizenshavelostinrecent years,
though the secrecy surrounding the Patriot Act remains a
problem.

Sen. Cornyn, aformer state attorney general, said it well
earlier thismonth:

“1 can’tthink of anissuethat’smorecentral towhoweare
than open government. We are aself-governing people.”

Opengovernmentisthebedrock of our democracy, hesaid;
“It allowstaxpayersto seewheretheir money isgoing.”

Amentothat.

Remember Sunshine Week. — Steve Haynes
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With cats ‘eggs’ always in danger

Steve says that the cats see everything on
tables, counters, shelvesand ledgesaseggs.

Hisreasoningisthat catsare hunters. Inthe
wild, they arealwayslooking for somethingto
eat, and eggsareagood sourceof foodfor small
predators.

But, of course, eggscanbeaproblem. Snakes
just swallow them whole and some birdstake
themintotheair and dropthem. Catsand other
ground-dwelling predators need away to get
past the hard shell to thetasty insides.

Pushing them off high ground works well.
Thisisespecially useful if the* egg” isalready
on araised surface, such asatable, counter or
ledge.

S0, hethinks, catswill shoveevery movable
item on the counter over the edge. The pens,
pencils, paper clips, stapler, silverware, scis-
sors, rubber bands, small booksand occasion-
ally glassware all end up onthefloor.

Except for theglassware, theproblemismi-
nor and only requiresreaching down and pick-
ing them up.

But the rare bunch of flowersthat findsits
way to our tableisin constant peril of becom-
ing floor decor.

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

| keeptellingmyself that thisisgood for me
because:

L eaning over to pick up al that junk every
day isgood exercise.

Perhapsthiswill make mebemoreneat. (It
hasn’t worked yet, but | keep hoping.)

I neverlosepencilsor pensonmy desk. | can
alwaysfind one onthefloor.

With four catsin the house, the “eggs’ are
alwaysindanger.

Actualy, I'monly sure about having three
cats.

Molly Monster growls at everyone and ev-
erything. Shehatescatsandrulestheroost. No
“eggs’ get past her. Besides, whenshesprawls
on an end table, the table quakes and the con-
tentscrash.

April Alice prefersthe couch and bed. She
sel dom spendsmuchtimepushing stuff off the

tables, but she getsplenty of hair on my furni-
ture.

Rupert, one of my daughter’s cats on tem-
porary loantous, isthesoftest, grayest cat you
canimagine. Sheis also the worst about get-
ting up onthekitchen counter. Catsarenot al-
lowed onmy counters, and my two know that.
They aregood about staying off thecounter, if
nowhereel se. Rupert, however, seemstothink
that my food should be her food, and she un-
doubtedly believesthere are “eggs’ on those
counters.

Then there is Jezebel. At least, | think we
haveacat named Jezebel. Jezisshy. Sheissel-
dom seen out of thebasement, whereshehides
intherafters.

I’m guessing that the“ eggs’ on thefloor of
the basement got there with the help of Miss
Jez, though.

The sad part of thiswhole story isthat if |
really left an uncooked egg sitting out on my
tableandthecatsknockedit off, they wouldn't
know what to dowithit. They’reall so picky,
they won't eat anything but the Science Diet
cat food | buy at thevet's.

Somuchfor my carnivorouslittlepredators.

Where Is the prlde In our town?

TotheEditor:

Yearsago, taxesinarrearsonapieceof prop-
erty stirredupareal disturbanceinasmall town
onthevery topsideof Kansas. Sincethattime,
alot of slam dunks have occurred, and while
sometownsand citiesareencouraging people
tomoveinandwork together for thebest of the
people— wehaveatown that wantspeopleto
move on out to the east side of whereever, and
just let theweedsgrow inthe parksand let the
trashto pileupintheditches.

Pride — let us see now — just what isthe
definition of that word? The state of being
proud, and | will also add, accomplishing
something to be proud of .

This town has an ambulance here; WOW!
Wereally haveanuptown, small town now. At
first, theambulancewasn’tfully equipped, nor
would it even start. A citizen died herewhich
one person thought could have been avoided.
OK now, we needed two certified emergency
medical techncians.

A lot of peopleinthistown think thisisall
unnecessary. Finally, twowomentook all those
hours of schooling and passed all the tests.
WOW, shouldweALL ever beproud. NOPE!
We can’t house the ambulance with the fire
trucks. Wecan't haveafiretruck inthe K-day
parade— sotheambul ancelead theparade. We
can’thaveafiretruck inthe Christmasparade.
We can’t have the senior van in the parade,
unless10peoplerideinit. Peoplewhoarepart
of the City Council are not supposed to be
EMTs.

This community really works hard to pull
everyonetogether.

Oneif by land, and two if by sea, and | on
the opposite side shall be— ready torideand
spread the alarm. Famous words of Paul Re-
vere. Somepeopleset herewiththeir feetinthe
dirt pull back, andwedon’t havePaul Revere's

-| from our
readers

® to the editor

fast steed, but rather astubborn mule.

We have had a Cinco de Mayo celebration
day here — something we never had before.
Kanorado Day went well, with abig parade.
We always remember the 9/11 victims with
candles. When some people wouldn’t call
bingo, othersvolunteeredtheirtime. Thetables
at oneof thecity parkshavebeenrepaired. One

thi ng left to do: A fence needsrepairing that e
maintainer just could not avoid, because that
fencecouldn’t runfast enoughtoget out of the
way.

Some people have aweird way of thinking
that they are pulling the community together.
Instead of co-operatingwith oneanother, they
arecompeteing with oneancther, and all they
aredoingisto keep abad fight going.

Some people think the devil went down to
Georgia. Well, | shorewish heand hishel pers
would stay there, causewedon’t need him up
here.

Boband LindaHandle

Kanorado
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garfield

UH-OH. LUNCH DOESN'T
AGREE WITH BREAKFAST
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