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Let Advertising work
 for you!

Goodland Star-News
The

785-899-2338

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory
785-899-2338

Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

Home: (785) 899-3974

www.shelterinsurance.com

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium
Custom
Tailoring
by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.

785-890-3510

Michael Downing
General Contractor

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Concrete Work • Patios & Decks
 •  Garages & Etc.  •

•  Remodels & Additions  •

“Seek Shelter Today!” American Financial Group
of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”
Isn’t it time to bring your business home to Goodland?

Fast, Courteous -

Account Transfers are always welcome.

www.lamerican-financial.com
Now with two offices to better serve you!
Sheryl Davis

1109 Main • Goodland, Kan. •
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth
470 14th St. • Burlington, Colo.

• 719-346-9435

Commercial - Residential
Free Estimates

650 N. Grant
Colby, Kan.
785-462-6995 or 1-800-611-6735

Schedule your
 Spring cleaning

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

Save $$$$
Spring Carpet  Cleaning Discounts
Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-
ing Specialists • Commercial/Resi-
dential • Advanced Power Cleaning
Methods • Truck Mount Power • Fast
Drying Time
We don’t cut corners we clean them!

Free estimates
Office 785-462-8313
Mobile 785-443-1091
Toll Free 1-800-473-4138

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Chris & Beth Lewon • “ We do windows”

Name game can cause confusion, embarrassment
“What’s in a name? That which

we call a rose, by any other name
would smell as sweet.”

So says William Shakespeare in
“Romeo and Juliet.” But some-
times, what’s in a name is confu-
sion. I’m a big fan of names that
make it clear whether the bearer is
male or female.

I would venture to guess that a
former sports editor at The Star-
News would agree. During his first
week, he was assigned a story about
crops and called the Sherman
County Extension office and asked
for “Mrs. Belshe,” certain that Dana
must be a woman.

Undeterred by that gaffe, he then
called Mueller Grain and asked for
“Mrs. Hoelting,” certain that Lynn
must also be a woman. After that
blunder, he asked if he should be on
the lookout for a “Boy Named Sue.”

I told him there was no boy
named Sue, but that he should also
know that Kay Melia is a guy.

None of those names is bad, and
I don’t dislike anyone named Dana,
Lynn or Kay. But I can’t help think-
ing life would be much easier if
when calling a Leslie; a Chris, Kris
or Cris; a Marion or Marian; a Sam;
or a Pat, whom you have never met,
one didn’t have to wonder whether
the person answering the phone
would be a man or a woman.

I’ve learned that some people see
names that are ambiguous as to gen-
der as a way to avoid discrimina-
tion. That is, if a prospective em-
ployer doesn’t know from your re-
sume whether you are male or fe-
male, that won’t affect his decision

about calling you for
an interview.

That may be, but
eventually, the em-
ployer is going to
know, unless you
dress and groom your-
self in a way that pre-
serves the ambiguity.

And I would venture to say, that
could be more likely than anything
to convince an employer not to hire
you.

Of course, whether a name
should be a man’s or a woman’s is
largely a matter of opinion, so un-
less everyone agrees on how names
should be used, there will still be
confusion.

Speaking of discrimination, an-
other thing that bugs me is when
someone has a name that is impor-
tant in their culture, but then they
come to the United States, and ev-
eryone around them sees fit to
“Americanize” their name.

That seems rather arrogant to me.
Who’s to say the American version
is better? It seems to me the best
name a person could have is one that
says something about who he has
and where he came from.

Of course, that’s just my opinion,
and I have actually been known to
be wrong.

For example, when it comes to
the name game, our former sports
editor isn’t the only one who makes
blunders. A former coworker said
his daughter’s name is “Sunny.” I
should have known better; I really
should have. But, shoving my foot
in as far as I could, I blurted out ex-
actly what I thought: “That sounds
like a prostitute’s name.”

Oops! It turned out the girl was
named after her grandmother. But I
couldn’t help thinking there’s no
way a young woman named Sunny
could ever be taken seriously.

In my opinion, parents should
think about these things when nam-

ing their children. Studies have
shown that people with certain
names are viewed a certain way.

For example, I read once that
names such as Jessica, Victoria and
Elizabeth are good names to give a
daughter for her to be seen as intel-
ligent and beautiful, though I’m
sure her actual appearance and be-
havior could change people’s
minds.

The same article said Jacob, Ben-
jamin and Richard are names for
boys that give them an air of intel-
ligence. But again, no matter what
you name a child, he can grow up
to prove his name wrong.

But I still think parents shouldn’t
saddle their children with names
that guarantee they won’t be taken
seriously. For example, in the age of
“free love” and the liberal distribu-
tion of drugs, many children ended
up with names like “Moon Unit”
and “Soliel Moon.”

Now, in reality, I imagine there

are plenty of people with those
names who turned out just fine, but
I can’t help being reminded what
state their parents were in when they
named the child. That then leads me
to wonder how many drugs were in
the mother’s system during the
pregnancy.

So I find myself thinking if the
parents were on drugs, the child
surely must have brain damage. If
you’re an elementary school
teacher and a Moon Unit enters the
classroom, perhaps you’re better
off to send the child to special ed
right away. And that goes double if
Moon Unit happens to be a boy.
Some armor could also be in order
for when he encounters the school
bully on the playground.

But maybe this is just my own
prejudice. I wonder if people who
have “unique” names feel differ-
ently. Maybe they think the odd
name is what makes them stand out
from the crowd.

matters of record

sharon
corcoran
• just for fun

District Traffic
The following fines were paid in

the Sherman County District Court:
Jan. 4 —  Christopher K. Lee, 23,

Coperas Cove, Texas, $168 for
speeding.

Anthony C. Menefee, 19, Alden,
$126 for speeding and $10 for no
seat belt.

Gilberto T. Cabral, 56, Sun Val-
ley, Calif., $138 for speeding.

Jan. 5 — Richard K. Lopez, 37,
Lakewood, Colo., $126 for speed-
ing.

Cristi Cardoza-Rodriguez, 31,
Denver, $132 for speeding.

Donald R. Mathews, 66, Little-
ton, Colo., $240 for speeding.

Raymond M. Taylor, 45, Engle-
wood, Colo., $195 for speeding.

Jennifer A. Arndt, 20, Clarkson,
Mich., $240 for speeding.

Kent I. Noll, 48, Fort Collins,
Colo., $80 for no child restraint.

Josef M. Salazar, 25, Denver,
$177 for speeding.

David P. Sanford, 50, Houston,
Texas, $231 for speeding.

Gong Hegui, 30, Austin, Texas,
$159 for speeding.

Jan. 6 — Rafael Acevedo, 33,
Liberal, $126 for speeding.

Christopher B. Howard, 22, Peru,
Ind., $285 for speeding.

Ljubisa Tomanic, 35, Louisville,
Ky., $138 for speeding.

Sarah R. Dreiling, 30, Highland
Ranch, Colo., $132 for improper
parking.

Richard E. Wagner, 57, Shoal,
Ky., $210 for tractor trailer viola-
tions.

Ethan H. Foster, 25, Denver,
$150 for speeding.

Stephen L. Frish, 64, Minneapo-
lis, Minn., $120 for speeding.

Jeffrey A. Gabor, 22, Broomfield,
Colo., $120 for speeding.

Steven D. Lewis, 41, Plano,
Texas, $159 for improper parking.

Alejandro E. Hernandez, 30, Fort
Collins, Colo., $360 for driving
under suspension.

Elizabeth Maguire, 34, St. Au-
gustine, Fla., $132 for speed limits.

Jan. 7 — William G. McDonald,
II, 41, Denver, $138 for speeding.

Sarah N. Sixkiller, 21, Colorado
Springs, $126 for speeding.

Thomas J. Lund, 46, Louisville,
Colo., $120 for speeding.

Nathan W. Andrews, 21, Idalia,
Colo., $132 for speeding.

Thomas P. Orourke, 70, Highland
City, Fla., $126 for speeding.

Konstantin Vekchine, 30, Spring,
Texas, $222 for speeding.

Emily C. Hitchcock, 30, West-
minster, Colo., $132 for speeding.

Jose M. Aguirre-Baraaza, 19,
Pueblo, Colo., $159 for speeding.

Nicole M. Goolsby, 21, West-

minster, Colo., $144 for speeding.

Real Estate
The following real estate transac-

tions were reported by the Sherman
County Register of Deeds:

William D. and Ronda L. Hayden
to Michael D. and Cortney L. Dorn,
Lots 5 and 6, Block 17, Second Ad-
dition in the City of Goodland.

William J. Cebula, trustee of the
William J. Cebula Revocable trust,
to Stanley D. and Gwendolyn A.
Cebula an undivided one-half inter-
est in the N/2, Sec. 20, T8S, R37W.

Richard Luhring, Marjorie
Habiby and Robert Luhring, co-
trustees of the Luhring Family
Trust, to Harry and Kathleen
Haverly the N/2, Sec. 35, T8S,
R41W.

Terry A. and Sylvia D. Ross to
Artisan Woodworking, Park
County, Colo., 11 feet 7 inches of
the north side Lot 14, all of Lot 15,
Block 51, Original Town of
Goodland.

Robert Duane Cowan, trustee of
the Robert Duane Cowan and Dor-
othy Martha Cowan Revocable
trust, to Robert Duane Cowan, Lots
10, 11 and 12, Block 56, Original
Town of Goodland.

Robert Duane and Mary May
Cowan quitclaim to Sherry L.
Bandel, Lots 10, 11 and 12, Block

56, Original Town of Goodland.
Douglas Winfield Evans to Rich-

ard L. Billinger the N/2 of the SE/
4, Sec. 6, T8S, R41W.

Murlin Ray and Stacy A. Evans
to Richard L. Billinger the N/2 of
the SE/4, Sec. 6, T8S, R41W.

Richard L. Billinger to Richard L.
and Rita M. Billinger the N/2 of the
SE/4, Sec. 6, T8S, R41W.

Doug Whitson, sheriff of
Sherman County, to the Secretary of
the Department of Housing and
Urban Development of the United
States of America a tract in the south
75 feet, Lots 37, 38, 39, 40, 41 and
42, Block 12, First Addition in the
City of Goodland, the foreclosed
property of Kenneth J. Petracich.

Ramona and James L. Liven-
good, to the Ramona Livengood
Trust, the NW/4, Sec. 4; the NE/4,
Sec. 5, T9S; and the SW/4, Sec. 17,
T10S, R42W.

C. Curtis Coffey, trustee of the
Coffey Revocable trust, to Jack
Mitchek, trustee of the Dale
Mitchek trust, the NE/4, Sec. 11,
T9S, R38W.

Jack Mitchek, trustee of the Dale
Mitchek trust, quitclaims to the
Dale Mitchek trust the NE/4, Sec.
11, T9S, R38W.

Shad D. and Penny S. Sheldon to
Justin D. Bentzinger a tract in the
NW/4, Sec. 30, T8S, R39W.

J. L. Livengood Farms to Crissy
Conger a tract in the south east cor-
ner of the SE/4, Sec. 18, T9S,
R41W.

Santos and Margie Lopez to Jes-
sica R. Colby, Lots 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15 and 16, Block 25, Harstines
Second Addition in the Town of
Kanorado.

Jessica Renee Colby to Jessica
Renee Colby and Matthew J.
Phillippi, Lots 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15 and 16, Block 25, Harstines Sec-
ond Addition in the Town of
Kanorado.

Federal National Mortgage Asso-
ciation to Arnold and Darlene Scott
the north five feet of Lot 16, all of
Lots 17 and 18, the south 15 feet of
Lot 19, Block 4, Second Addition in
the City of Goodland.

Larry and Mary Jane Allen quit
claim to Robert L. and Carol S.

Armstrong a tract in the SW/4, Sec.
29, T8S, R39W.

Rodney and Donna J. Haeffner to
John J. and Janna K. Eisenbart a
tract in the SE/4, Sec. 16, T8S,
R40W.

Goldie M. Furgison, general
manager of the Kansas Strip Farm
Partnership, to Wright Farms, Inc.,
the steel grain bin on the S/2 of the
NE/4, Sec. 32, T7S, R42W.

Donna D. Hall, trustee of the
Donna D. Hall trust, to Donna D.
Hall, an undivided one-half interest
to a tract in the SE/4 of the SE/4,
Sec. 35, T9S, R42W.

Donna D. Hall to Gena Ann Hall,
a tract in the SE/4 of the SE/4, Sec.
35, T9S, R42W.

Donna D. Hall to Donna D. Hall,
trustee of the Donna D. Hall Revo-
cable trust, the SE/4, Sec. 2, T10S,
R42W.

Internet tonight!
Call 899-2338.


