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City brick intersection project may start in spring

TheGoodland City Commission
authorized the mayor Monday to
signacontract withtheKansasDe-
partment of Transportation on the
project toreplacethebrickintersec-
tionson Main at 11th and 12th.

Thetotal project is estimated at
$411,000, with the state paying 70
percent. City Manager Ron Pick-
man saidthecity would pay thepre-
liminary engineering costs.

If thingswork right, he said, the
project could begininthe spring.

The commission also approved
changes to the city personnel
manual to implement rule changes
from the Internal Revenue Service
on personal useof city vehiclesand
cell phones.

Pickman said the IRS has
changed the policy about public
vehiclesbeing driven home by the
employees. Hesaidtheruleusedto
be that the employee could drivea
vehiclehomeand back towork and
thecity would chargetheempl oyee
tax on 37 cent per mile for one
round-trip per day.

Now, he said, the city has to
charge under the commuting rule,
which meanstheemployeeistaxed
on $1.50 per one-way trip or about
$6 per day, if they go home for
lunch. The city has to charge the
employee for the taxes on this as
part of their income.

Thisismorethanthemileagefor
most employees, Pickmansaid, and
someemployeeshavestoppeddriv-

ing vehicles home because of the
change.

Pickmansaiditistooearly totell
how thiswill affect the city perfor-
mance. Hesaidoneof therulessays
the city policemen cannot wear
their uniform boots home without
them being considered taxablein-
come. Thereasonfor thisisthat the
boots can be used for general use
beyond thework shift.

City Clerk Mary Volk said she
doesnot know what thepolicechief
hasdecidedto doabout theuniform
rules, but that under the rules they
will be considered taxable income
until an alternativeis proposed.

“1 know Police Chief Ray Smee
wastalkingto Pickmanabout this,”
Volk said, “but | do not know what
they have decided.”

Under the cell phone rule, Pick-
mansaid, city supervisorscanhave
aphoneto usein doing their jobs.
Personal use of acity cell phoneis
not allowed, and any emergency
calls made on acell phone by an
employeehavetobereimbursedto
the city at the current rate per
minute. Pickman said most of the
city cell phonehavebeenturnedin
becauseof thenew rulebecausethe
employees did not want to keep
track of each call. He said there
were not that many cell phonesbe-
ing used, and that many of the em-
ployees are using their own cell
phones rather than have to follow
thenew IRSrule.

By Tom Betz

Aircraft Seal and Gasket gets
$63,844 payment from loan

cleared up many of the accounts and was making

proval of the payment.

The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland City Commission unanimously
approved a$63,844 |oan advancefor Aircraft Seal
and Gasket Corp. at Monday’s meeting.

Roy Dixon, project manager for the company,
told the commission the work was progressing at
thefirm’splant here and that more equipment was
being prepared for shipment here.

City Manager Ron Pickman said the firm's re-
quest was for $60,093, and $3,750 was for the
Northwest Kansas Planning and Devel opment
Commission for contract administration.

He said al the payments made by the company
had been reviewed by Randy Hrabe of the devel-
opment office, and he had recommended the ap-

Commissioner John Garcia asked Dixon if the
company was getting caught up with its bills and
back payroll payments. Dixon saidthecompany had

making the total

year.

payments on some others.

Hrabe, who arrived after the commission had ap-
proved the payment, said he had checked theinven-
tory asmuch aspossibleand reviewedall thereceipts
to be paid to see which ones were acceptable under
the state’s economic devel opment | oan program.

Thisisthesecond payment request Aircraft Seal
and Gasket hasmadeout of the$200,0001oanfund,

balance of $101,156.
Inadditiontothe$200,000inloanfunds, thecom-

pany had to put up $100,000. The company reports

it hasspent $55,994 of itsown money over the past

Atthepreviouscity meetingonDec. 6, Dixontold
the commission the firm plans to hire three more
people after thefirst of the year, when some addi-
tional equipment isready for operation, and hopes
to hirethreemorein the spring.

paid so far $98,844 and leaving a

In other business, the commis-
sion:

 Approved an amended resolu-
tion adopting the pay plan for full-
time city employees and making it
effectiveon thefirst of January.

* Approved abid of $8,349 from
MikeYarger of Goody’sConstruc-
tionfor demolitionof theol doffices

ontheeast sideof thebarrel hanger
at the city airport. There were two
other bids, from Townsend Con-
struction for $13,875, and Tiede
Construction, $10,608. Yarger'shid
said hewould begin within aweek
of approval, andthestructurewould
beremoved within 30 days.

» Approved beer licenses for

package sales for Wal-Mart,
Conoco Travel Shoppe, Presto
Convenience Store, Total Conve-
nienceand Kabredlo's. Licensesfor
on premise consumption were ap-
provedfortheChinaGarden, Pizza
Hut, Gambino’s, the Buffalo Inn
Restaurant, Greg Shores and
Bowladium Lanes.

« Approved reappoi ntment of Trent
Blythe and Marty Johnson to three-
year termson the Electric Board and
J.B. McClureto athree-year term on
thecity Plumbing Board. Theterm of
Clark Jordan on the plumbing boarc
expires at the end of the month, anc
Pickman said he did not want to be
reappointed. Randy Zimmermanwas
appointedtoanew three-year termtc
replace Jordan.

* Reappointed Tom Stewart to &
three-year termonthecity Planning
Commission. Pickmansaidthereis
avacancy onthisboardandthey are
looking for someone.

*Approvedare-plat of Townsend
Estates as recommended by the
planning commission to make
Pheasant Run Driveendinacul-de-
sac north of Toelkes between
Broadway and Clark avenues. Pick-
man said the planning commission
had held apublic hearing and there
was no objection.

The original plat had Pleasant
Run Drivegoing north through the
east set of lots. There-plat eveneg
up thelotsand made Pheasant Run
endinacul-de-sacsimilartoCircle
Drivetothewest. Therearefourlots
intheCircleDrivesectionandfive
lotsin the Pheasant Run section.

* Heard that city offices will be
closed today and on Monday for
ChristmasEveand ChristmasDay.
The officeswill be closed next Fri-
day for New Years Eve, and will
reopen on Monday, Jan.3.

Council begins looking for new economic development director

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Economic
Development Council isbeginning
toadvertiseinKansasand Col orado
to find a new executive director to
replace Caroyln Applegate, who
resigned earlier thismonth.

At the council’sregular meeting
Tuesday, which had to be moved
from S& T CommunicationtoWest-
ern State Bank, Chairman John
Garcia said he had been pursuing
|eads on apossibl e replacement.

“| talked to several peopleabout
the position,” Garciasaid. “| have
followed leads in Norton, Bel-
leville, Russell and other places, but
they haveall been dead ends.”

Garciaaskedthecouncil members
about aformat for finding anew di-
rector and said if anyone hasalead,
they should contact him. He said
Jerry L eatherman had suggested us-
ing the Kansas Economic Develop-

Your KEY to business success.

ment Allianceto advertisefor anew
director. He said the opening could
be put ontheir web sitefor $75.

Thecouncil approvedplacingthe
jobopeningonthewebsite, and au-
thorized spending up to $250 to
placeasimilar announcement with
Colorado CountieslInc. orasimilar
economic development group in
that state.

The council islooking for an of -
fice person, as Rhonda Sieck said
she was leaving to take a job at
Wilkens Truck and Trailer. Garcia
said Sieck toldthecouncil about her
decision during a closed session,
andthat thecouncil wouldtrytohire
atemporary secretary until thenew
director can behired.

At the meeting, Sieck said she
had been doing somefollow-up pa-
perwork on the audit of the micro
|oan program. Withthesevenloans
out, she said, there has been over
$7,000 paid back to the county

which could beloaned out again.

DaveDaniels, council vicechair-
man and amember of themicroloan
review committee, andthat they felt
thecounty could start|oaning money
back out when about $10,000-
$15,000 had been paid back.

“It looks like it will be quicker
than we expected,” Daniels said.
“That isgood for the county.”

Garciasaidtheduesfor theKan-
sas Rural Economic Development
Association were up in February,
and said hehad talked to the outgo-
ing president about the group. He
said the man encouraged Sherman
County to continue asamember.

Thecouncil approved payingthe
$100 duesfor the next year.

Garciawelcomed visiting mem-
bersof theConventionand Visitors
Bureau board, Arlo Hansen of
Goodland Sinclair and Drew
Rohlman of Howard Johnson'’s;
Courtney Warden of the Goodland

Chamber of Commerce; and Rick
Breininger of Sunflower Computer,
whowill be one of the new council
membersin January.

A question about renewing the
membershipintheNorthwest Kan-
sas Travel Council was raised be-
cause it might be a duplication of
effort with the visitors bureau.

“| feel thereisacommongoal for
economicdevelopment, thevisitors
bureau and the Chamber,” said
Steve West of Western State Bank.
“1 believewehavethreegroupstry-
ingtomoveforward.”

“Maybe al three should get to-
gether to talk about goals,” Rohl-
man said.

The council members agreed a
joint meeting might take place af-
ter thefirst of theyear.

Danielsremindedthecouncil since
it was his last meeting, they needed
to appoint someoneto be arepresen-
tativewith the Board of Realtors.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

“Thisoughttobepart of thegoals
when we have the new members,”
West said.

“| have enjoyed working with
eachandeveryoneof you,” Daniels
said.“Ithasbeenagoodthreeyears,
and | enjoyedit.”

“It has been fun to be part of the
ground,” said Patty Eckhardt, who
isanother of thosewho areleaving
the council. “I think we accom-
plishedalot, andwishgoodluck to
you. It wasagreat threeyears.”

Under committee reports, Duane
Timm handed out adraft of anincen-
tivepackagefor new businessesthat
had been worked out with Kevin
Rasureastherepresentativefromthe
county commission. Timm said he
hasbeentryingtowork out atimeto
meet with City Manager Ron Pick-
man to discussthe city incentives.

Timmsaid hewill beattending a
wind energy seminar in January in
Fort Morgan, Colo.

Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

West saidtheindustrial park com-
mitteeiswaiting onafinancial plan.

Don Newell said the council’s
website should be ready by the
January meeting.

Thenext council meeting will be
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 18, at
the Western State Bank.

Lantern Park

Manor
is currently hiring
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CNA’s
6-2 & 2-10 shifts

PTO Shift Differential

Stop by 105 E. College in Colby
and ask for Shelly, D.O.N.
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Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553 ||

Home: (785) 899-3974 |

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com
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WINDOW
CLEANING

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”

Hve the ability to make money in arising market or
A falling market.

Come ask us how!

www.lamerican-financial.com
Now with two offices to better serve you!

Sheryl Davis
1109 Main « Goodland, Kan.
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth

470 14th St. « Burlington, Colo.
e 719-346-9435

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium -
Custom
Tailoring

by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510

p& D B“ﬂdeps

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Let Advertising work
foryou!
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Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Praes

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

Save $$$$

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods « Truck Mount Power « Fast

Drying Time

We don't cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138
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