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from our viewpoint...

Are we winning
the war on terror?

Arewewinning thewar onterror?

Or areweletting Ossamabin L aden get away?

Charges and countercharges fly in debates, on the ra-
dio, in columnsand editorials.

Thetruthisharder to comeby.

While no one would argue the threat of terrorism has
goneaway, al-Qaidahasnot mounted any seriousattacks
on U.S. interestsin recent months.

EventheDemocratsagree President Bushdidtheright
thingwhen heinvaded Afghanistan, droveout theinsane
Taliban government and liberated its people.

Afghanistanisnolonger abasefor terrorism. Thecamps
aregone, thesupport basethat bin Laden depended onis
now denied him.

Did bin Laden“get away.”

Maybe. Wehaven't arrested him, and hestill sendsout
the occasional rant on tape.

Most peoplebelievehe’ sholedupinthelawlessfringe
of Pakistan, where American troops cannot go without
losing one of our most important Muslim allies.

Youknow therearealot of people— fromthemilitary
totheCIA tomany of our allies—Ilookingfor him. Some
day, if he'salive, he'll befound. The$25 millionreward
will prove much too tempting.

M eantime, hiseffectivenessasleader of al-Qaidaisnil.
He has abandoned radio and Internet communications,
using only couriers with multiple cutouts. It may take
weeksfor hiscommandsto moveafew miles.

Overthelastthreeyears, we' vekilled or captured many
of histop lieutenants. Al-Qaidaain’t what isused to be.

Thewar inlrag, in astrange sort of way, is helping to
winthewar onterrorism. If terroristsare* flowingacross
the border” to fight in Irag, they’ re not blowing up em-
bassiesinAfricaor buildingsin New York.

Inlrag, we'rekilling “foreign fighters” by the hundreds.

We haven't found any weaponsof massdestruction—
andwhat that saysabout not just our intel ligenceservices,
but everyone's, is disturbing. But we may well be win-
ning thewar by drawing terroristsout inthe open where
we can shoot them, round them up or keep themtoo busy
to blow thingsup.

Americans are famous for our impatience. We want re-
sults, and wewant them now. Wetend to think our govern-
ment can do whatever wewant it to, and doiit right away.

That kind of resolution hasescaped ussofar inthewar
onterrorism, but that’sonly to be expected.

AftertheSept. 11, 2001, attacks, President Bushwarned
usthiswould bealong, dangerousand difficult fight. He
didn’t promise a quick victory, because he knew that
wasn't possible.

Still, if we haven’t won thiswar, we' ve certainly won
some battles. We' ve al so made some mi stakes.

Only timewill tell therest. —Seve Haynes
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(LornaGT isonvacation, sowe' rereprint-
ing apreviouscolumn.)

| don’t know about you, but | applaud free-
dom.

Though I'’'m not sure anyone can truly ap-
preciate freedom when he or sheisborn into
it. 1t'sone of those things more fully under-
stood in comparison toitsopposite.

Consider thisprayer quotedin“ Dear Abby”
whichsaid,inpart: “Wethank theefor freedom
and remember theenslaved.”

| like this quote, also from a“ Dear Abby”
column: “ Freedomrings! Look andlisten. You
can still worship at the church of your choice,
cast asecret ballot and evencriticizeyour gov-
ernment without fearing aknock on the head
or aknock onthedoor at midnight!

“And if you want to live under a different
system, you arefreeto go. Therearenowalls
or fences— nothing to keep you here.”

| saved a Gary Cartwright newspaper col-
umnfromJune29,1963. Init, Mr. Cartwright
guotespart of thelast letter fromAir Forcepi-

lorna
gt

® commentary

lot, CondonTerry, tohiswife(fromViet Nam):

“Thiscountry isthewettest, buggiest, dirti-
est place I’ ve ever seen...but don’t get me
wrong...Thereisonebig good to all this...I'lI
never againthink anythingintheUnited States
is bad or dirty...We are the most fortunate
people in the world to live in our great
America...Thistour isproving it to me every
day...I don't think I will soon take very much
for granted, especially how | live at
home...Thisiswhat wefightfor here,andl am
proud | have such afine country and way of
lifetofightfor...” | knew Condon Terry; he
diedinViet Nam.

How truly blessed we Americans are!’ As
citizens, weare:

| applaud the freedoms Whave

Freetovote, yet don't.

Freetothink, yet don't.

Freeto speak against wrongs, yet don't.

Freeto changeour minds, yet don't.

Freetoinstigate changes, yet don't.

Freetogotochurch, yetdon't.

Freeto get an education, yet don'’t.

Freeto eat properly, yet don't.

Freeto have good relationships, yet don't.

Freetowork, yet many don't.

Freetolivefully - withjoy, yet don't.

Freeto makechoices, yet till complain.

Free to be good models for children, yet
aren't.

Freeto havealawyer, evenif guilty.

Free to enjoy the privilegesin the Bill of
Rights, yet criticizethem.

Freetoleave, yetdon't.

Freetoburnour nation’sflag, yet somewon’t
fightforit.

Free, because othersdied for our freedom.

What other country would put upwith you?
Or me?

Blood supply needs donors on \WWednesday

TotheEditor:

The need for blood at areahospitalshasin- |

creased 13 percent in American Red Cross
Central Plains Region since 1999.

We are living longer and there have been [=-= =

many medical advancements, but thisall con-
tributestotheincreasingdemandfor blood and
blood products.

By contrast, only 4.6 percent out of the 60
percent of the populationin our regionthat is
eligibleto give blood, actually donate. It isa
simple, selfless act that takes about an hour,
with the donation itself taking about seven
minutes.

Please make donating blood part of your
community responsibility. Thereisa97 per-
cent chance you or someone you know will
need blood.

Donating regularly ensures blood is avail-
ableat amoment’snoticewhenitisneeded to
savealife.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages
and welcomeslettersfrom readers. L et-
ters should be typewritten, and must
include a telephone number and a sig-
nature. Unsigned letterswill not be pub-
lished. Form letterswill berejected, as
will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We
reservetheright to edit lettersfor length
and good taste. We encourage letters,
with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Thenext Red Crossblood drivewill befrom
noon to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 10, at
Northwest Kansas Technical College. Call
(800) 448-3543 for an appointment today.

M ost medi cationsarenot causefor deferral.
Those with diabetes or high blood pressure

may donate as long as their condition is con-
trolledby medication, andthey arefeelingwell
that day.

Donors should drink plenty of water prior
beforehand.

Please bring aphoto ID. As of Jan. 31, ev-
eryonewho comesto donate needsto present
aphoto| D or aRed Crossdonor card (received
after your first donation).

LuellaRichardson

Publicity Chairman
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